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voluble ilien. Mabel look fo part in the conver>ation beyond the sucre
civilîiivs uf recogmîitiun, but she feut ilat she îvas talked -at; tliat wbile bis
wvords wvere givel tu tilt chiildreni, ilitir purport %vas f.,r lier ; and il embar-
rasse.d lier su, thât she resulvud on altering the hour and tie place of ihieir
wjalk, and tie advaîîcing sîîring 1permhitu' ier to inaki ih liait an hour liter,
and exieîid lier stroi.

eNlctwluilc, Nlr. Septiînits V'eering lîad ret urnecl witb tbe twvo boys,
lluipwuud ruîd Aito Burîîisli ; but, except -il breakfast and priyers, M\abel
never saîv the reverend getitleiii-ii ; a circunistance slic did flot regret, as
.%ie kéit an1 unaccoulitaîble slîrinkimg frumn him. To lier mnciî lie was too

*sinuoîlî and cuîîîpilyiing ; )et everyunle was full of bis praises, and she ofteii
(clt cund<.nised fur holding s'à différent an opinion.

l)uri,îg thc lirst wveek of Nlablcs reidenice in the bouise, MINrs. Burnishi's
indolence, and iviy of cmlploying lier as n atitiructisi-,, had unfolded miany
tliing.s tu lier. First, tlîat Nlr. l)elaincrc Burnili %-as the sois of' a former

* nairriage, and no great favorite of lus sîpole.As far as bier apaîluctic
nature could fced dibliki: she fcIt i tuwards 1dmii, ilhougli hl look no active
forrn. By a sîranige lut commuin pvrverbion of iinid, she scenied ta look
uipon li;in, thougli the elclest borfl. ais the usurper ut lier own sons' riglîts,
and oftten exî,ressed tu Mabel lier gratification in tlie fact thai commercial
peoule îvcre unifeitered bv the resirictions tlîat landed gentry wcere bounti
by, ii the licqueitl iag of property. Slie abuseti tbe law of primsogeniture
with a sens%: of justice ilai inigbî fot have bcen so acute if lier own son husd
not becti tilt v-uîuger. For a woinan wîo calied hierselfa sincere Christian,
sbe certaitnly full a 3trange conîplacency at the defections andi delinquencles
or otiiers Thec isideri-sion of I elaniere as to religion, ant d. sauirical toile
andi doguuuatism, as she calleti it, of Sliafton Keen, ivere favorite topics wvith,

* lier ; andi nù replies of Mnbel's were ever less wclcamic tban iliose wliicli ex-
* presseti a belief thati therc i it lbc difference of opinion without beresy,
* and the bupe that desert lbearts iiîigb t iii timie bc fertilizeti wih the dews of

* lîe:&venly- influence. Such charity sbie evidcntly tbougbt latitudinarian, andi
iras lurtifieti ii Iiat opinion by Mr. Septimnus Vrecring, ivlio, if lie %vis strong

* on no otlier point, always gave pungency tu any bints; andi doubis about
the pitty of otthers, whlicli ut ivas at once «Mrs. Burnish's wveakiless andi piea-
sure tu start.

On Sundays the cbildrcn andiMle dined at an carly bour witb the
family, and iien Mr. Blurnisb uîsed tu unbend bîînsel(a litile andi enter into

* conversationl, cbiefly on tic subjcct of the murning sermion. The famnily nt-
tcnded, as i 'vas more convenient than site district cburch, a proprieîory
chape1 i ib te vicinity, %vbere jnce a dav Mr. Scpîimius Veering ciller reand

- tbc service or preaclhet, and .Mabel fotînti thai difficult doctrinal
* questions îvcre tbe inost favorite tapies with botb Mr. andi MNrs. flurnisb.

Anything clear and plain as tu Christian dtity and practice, which
coulid bc easily understot, Mabl ii was lîcard, contiemneti-as !hough
Clirisd.uiiiity wvas a recondite inalter, having to doe anly itu tbeories andi
nîeîaplîyslent subIcties, ratlier ublan %vitb tbe daily life andi its requircmerits.
But as sise lisiencti vcrv atienîively tu Mr. Burnisli*.s expositions, andi
niî.niftcsulv tried ta sifi tbe grain of sount icaning Irani the chaff words,
andi Innrover vcry nîudeustly rtefcrretu linîi on ail topies relating ta the
Scriptural instruction of the cbiltiren, sbse hi a [air chance oi becorning a
favorite. Fur ulunugb lie sait site "bi flot clear vicwvs, yct she iras in a

* state of bopeful inquiry " evecn more gratefui to hini perhaps tlîan strongly
cxlpresçcd andi tccideti opinions.

AI tbe une p>culialiy %ras noticed-i-Ma.bel iras a1 igid -,alet-
drinkcr-took ;luc jurc eleient as lir leeae-vîcî indet, %tas niot
exactly liectiliar ta licr at that, table; but sbe %vent a1 step (arniser, and,wben
M r. Burnisli vcry coridesccndingly asked ber ta alc wine witb liim,'sbc
gently, but firmily, declineti, alleging iliat sbe Ilneyer took vine, or any
kinti of strong drink, -i any timei."

(Tu b>c eaiiiid.)

LITTLE BELL

DY 2%t 1. ]DICKINSON.

She ias a drunkard's chilti, andi sbc suffered. Il ras not ofien in the
cruel îrav thit men, made brutal by drink, rn.kc sufTering for tileir litile
anes, but itt iras that -.%ay- onc in a %visie. There was anc tisne irlien ber

* ittU %isbite boclv bore fuîr nmany tisys four inirpIc -pois, %lie marks of the
lic.t,.v ingecrs af lier faithcr's li.ant. Thbe cliild lbad forgotucn the pain, . nd
lier m;other i nigbit-falI lîurricdl the littic nigbt gown on that tic blue eycs
iniguit ntîc sec tic sîinn. lier inotber taîket ta lier, tao, ail the lime she
%çan pircpiaring lier for lacd, andi kcp. the chilti's cyes ixcd upon lier awn.
Wlhc the litile olc saw the Paitn in l'er unOîhcr*s face andi feut the reason
or the uremnor in lier liîrring 1iand,; ire cannot icli; but, one nighit, slie sud.
denli îhre boîli arîns about licr neck andisol)lecil. "0 niamma, il don't

* hurt nie a:îy moîre, andît it Ilirt% vol, ail the time." Anti thai iras truc. lîut
the moilier liopeti ilint 'lie chili iras to0 snîall to find il out. Anti she 'ras
sînaîztl, oîîîy a baby in ycars, but lier little licart knew-kncv licr fiather's
cursec, kacir lier illoxher's pain, knew it %%-as thc dreadtsl drink thai causcd
it ai. Godtidi de lier soilia-t she caulidnot help knowing, and sbc bati
drunk intUic sorro a.s she l.y a baby onber motUier': hcatrt. lierchliltiish

eyes liatilearned ta sec, anîd lier sotil to féed cver1 sliido% on lier motlîer's
face, %vlilie nuo onc coulcl lia ee tireamiet sle unîterstood.

Andt now il %vas gruwing %vurse andi worse, anîd tlîe drink iv.-s ding ane
af tliose tireatiful deeis (roi wlîic the lîcart of the inost brutal driin-sellcr
in the land woulti have slîrunk %vitu lorror, coulti lie oinl> hav'e seen tlie
work go on. I ias slowly, surely, torturing a little chîilId to tieltl. Sue
hiat found out too soon thati h hurt lier inotlier, andi she was bucli a part of
lier înouber's heart ituai shse coulti nul hit)l tlîiflling witb grief.

llic saisie storni tiat swa>s tlîe trees benits tlîe violet at ils foot, anti
tlîe trec many bc strung ta standt upriglut again, andt tlîe violet bc henteîî to
ils tieatlî. It %vas îîot tlte hotiily cruelty tlîat iras slaying lier: 4 %vas siiiiply
tit slic coulti not bear tîte hariess andi larsliîîess ant act- af love iii lier
fatiier and in lier borne. Thle liquor mie hiimi cross anti morose, a it
%vas this spirit af ugliness anti liatreti she coulti uot becomle accustointet ta
andi could flot bear. se caiild flot forget film wlien lie %vas out of tlie
liause, uliuugli lier miotiier trieti tai divert and amîuse her, andi fiei thouglît
slie suicceedeti. But she haci begiîui to dreati bis coming wlien a baby, anti
%voulti tremble and cry ai bis aîîgry î'oice and too.. Andthe Ui erî'ous tertor
grev tilt slîe treînbhct wlîen she lîeard i s step), îlîouglu aufier a irîile slie
trieti not ta let lier inotlier !zee lier fear. But lier fatlier saw i and %vas
angry, andi laok a habit of friglitening lier with ulîreats, andi the molre lue
drank tlîe more be seciiieti ta like ta give lier a slîock ant u feel luis puîer
over lier white lie desp)iseti lier fur hier fenrs. Wlien lit fount hat site iras
inclined to get away irluen he caime in, lie demauîded tbat lue sluould lie
grecieti iitli a Lkiss, iwhicb lie generally- returniet wîtli a curse or a blow.
Poor clîild, i %tas nl the vveiglit of tîc lianti. Thaizt rlarely burt ber mucb,
but it %vas tlîe reaction of ber whole sensitive nature froin the strain of go-
inug agaitisti% shrinking anti rcpîtîsion. lic blanieti her matlier, andi saiti
suie influenet the child iagainst lirni, wbicu diti not miake tbingls casier for
tlî chilti. Anti untier i site %ias sloivly, almost iimperceptibly,' uoving ta.
waird tlîe endi.

Nothing %ias the maitttr îvith ber pbysically, sa the physicisis satid. She
luati only uniissedti le lieritage af cbildlîaad, anti kncw naîlti, af reai
niirtbfuluiess antijov. \'ct slîe wvas a real chilti, anti ail cliildrcn's tbing.-,
tays, flowvers anti pi-tys, anti the cazipanionsbiip of ailier cluiltiren, werc sireet
ta ber, but in tbe iit of lier merriment she ivaulti remenîber ber father,
anti aIl ber picasures ivere cliangeti ta dreati. lie never came in but in anc
%ray, not uao intoxicateti ta ialk, but just cnough ta b l igly, ill-tenmpereti
anti tyrannical. At six years aId slîe %vent ta schuol, but the thouglit of
her failler followed lier even there. She %ras afriio aiceting hini in the
street, for ibenéver!slie diti s0 he graîrle il uler andi curseti lier befarc the
qîlier clîiltiren îvitlî insupportable slîarnie. Il %ras tiscless for ber unotber to
tel hier sise oughî nat ta care. Site titi care, andi, alas 1 so many cbiltiren
care irbose caring no one licets. If the book inf thea 'xgel irbo wvrites tbe
sorrowvs causeti lv drink, coulti only bce openet for us ai Uic recards of what

LITLE chiltiren hsave barnuc, the stary iroulti be enoum"h; ive caulti lenve un-
reckoneth ie anguish of niothers anti ivives. In ublis case il uîay îîo: have
seîncti great sufféring lo us îvith cur lirdeneti ncrves ant ouglieneti fibre
of soul, but it iras more tîman enoumgb for tlîe tender heairt oi a clhi. Under
it slîe maveti nearcr anti nearcr the lanti ibere Gatis angels irere Iaiihîg ta
show lier pitiftil care, anti hy andi by lier niauier îoolz ilirîiî. IlGive it Up,
licnr>-," she hîleaiet %ritli her husband, IIgive it ut) for just a1 feiv mnthus or
wcks even, for I assure you I arnzafrait le chilti iill die. Yau knoiv hair
slîc is madie, licnry, anti very niglit for years she lias irbisperei ta nme 3iter
it ir-as dark, 'M1.anima, you saiti, saine day papa, would love nif, andi iroulti
nl be cross. MaI-:nrna, wim, iill it be?' Oh, Henry, you know what
makes you sa, gire iu up, 1 beg you, for tlîe sake af aur little girl." Anti
the failher turneti îith an oath ubat the chilt i hard tipstairs in ber litile bcd,
andi sîruck a blair that hurt far lcss ilian the angry I Le lier dic," irith
wrlicb lie strate au-ny ta the saloon. Aftcr thai Lule Mel ncveralsked lier
niothcr ai night again if ber faither -waulti not bc gooc. Aftcr that she
neyer scemed ta fear, or ta mind îhen hle came into the rooni :iut abuse
ber mather for intiulging anti humaoring a lazy girl. But ber clear c es fol.
loiretim witb a iliful, apisealing look *th-at ollen sent hini gîo'Çling catît
of tic rooni. He hati stccleti bis beart against lier anti ivoulti not believe
she iras rcally ver il].

But there came a day %vhcn a inesscnger iount i im ai bis work anti
tld biun lo basuen, for bis hitule girl ir-as "Saing fast."

Whlai 1 Bell 1 iutlc tender, patient Bell, îrho irnutct ta lave him, anti
wbom be wraulti not love, gaing tt%-.y, anti 'going (.su." lic st.aggcrcd into
the raoni îritl asucp ihat for once iras nat unsteaty by drink, ant îrow.
in g biisclf by the betiside beggeti for a lool, anti a irord anti just anc kiss.
Sobbîng alouti lie zeenieti ta tisturb a rest inta îrbich she batdialreatdygone,
for the brawx contracîcti, the %viirbitis quiveret, andi from tne p-ti lips
fluttereti, II as, papa, 191 kiss you ! Vau can strike, Bell isn't iufratid," anti
she tricti ta lift lier littie beid ia takc theni tagether, tbc kiss anthe blair.
Then the gaze ira.nticret, the salis scemeti ta distrass, anti tisîurb lier. Thec
faihing sigbt caugbt lier mothcr's terfrul gaze. One mare little effort anti a
sniile.

"Dan't cry, manima, Bell isn'î-friid ai papa tny-more-isn't---a
buu,-L-iid,".anti the smile ant he voard pa-sse togeuher, anti poor littUe
Bell iras deati.-Ameria Réfarcr.
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