
BOOKS AND NOTIONS.

OF the wholcsale book and stationery houses in To-
ronto but throo supported the extraordinary envol-
ope and cheap book duty. The othors, though the
extra duty on some linos would have been to their
advantage, considering that it would be botter for the
rotail trade, opposed the proposal.
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TniEE of the great stationery houses of Montroal
wore a unit in opposing the excessive duty.
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VICE-PIRESIDEr IRviNu was the man who took the
lead in opposing, porsistently and consistontly, the
high-duLy mon, some of whon are strongly opposed
te the protoctive policy-until their own pockets
wanted filling.
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ARE WE RIGHT?

A YrIEND and an advertiser remarked to us the
other day that in conversing with a retail dealer-
and the speaker rather endorsed the view-that
caro ehould be taken not to make this journal a more
advertising medium. It is very strange that these,
although knowing fully our aim and objects, should
fear any such action.

The function of a trade journal in our opinion is
te keep its roadera fully posted not only on items of
nhews, but also what te buy.

Properly written advertisements are of quite as
much interest to the readors as statements of trade
principles, newa of the trade, or notices of books.
That this is the view of the great majority of our read-
ors we fully believe. We have the testimony from
hundrede. Said a large dealer in a western city in
a letter received some titue ago, " Your paper is be-
coning more interesting every month. I read every
page and every lino of the whole, advertisements and
all." In Stratford,where several dealers were talking
togother, the remark waa made by one, "I read
every word of BooKs AND NoTIONS every month. It
is all of interest to me." The others corroborated
the statenient. These opinions with very many
others similar are, we corisider, a juat approciation
of a trado journal's sphere of usefulness.

Having this idea before us, we adopted the good
plan of Thc .Americane Bookseler in placing alternately
as nearly as possible a column of roading matter and
one of advortisemonts.

The advertisements are all of such a nature as to
interest overy one. Changes are made by many ad-
vertisers overy month with two ends in view, firat,
to inako it profiable to themselves, and, second, te
make the paper intoresting. The April number con-
tains a little more than one-half of the whole
space of advertisements. Now suppose we take out

Dutton's (the last one recoivod) and any one or two
of the column advertisements, substituting ordinary
roading mattor, would the paper be as interesting ?

Now the remark which has called forth this article
was after the publication of the number referred te,
yet an intelligent dealer in Toronto volunteors the
statemont (we believe that though ho had no desire
to flatter, his statement was too favourable), " The
last number of BoOKs AND NOTIONS was the best
number of a trade journal I have ever soon. It was
not only that the reading matter was good, but the
advertiuing was of an int !ligont character, and was of
much oducational power."
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TROUBLE BREEDERS.

FoR nOws Of ourselves we often have to go abroad.
A lotter appeared in The American Stationer of April
14th, and only that the Stationer would not be guilty
of putting in anything that was not genuine, we
would certainly say that it was never penned in To-
ronto

The statements in it show such a want of know-
ledge of facts that it is surprising that any "import-
ors" could write such.

The purport of the lotter is that the Dominion
Governmont, actuated by petty spite, have instructed
customs officials to mako a distinction between goods
received from the United States and those from other
countries, and instance lead pencils as a case in point.
The fact of the natter is that United States manufac-
turers have two sots of prices-one for the home mar-

ket and one for expert. In one lino of lead pencils
thoir Canadian price to jobbers is $2.20 while in the
United States it is $3.60.

The rule is, and has been, to charge duty on the
price of goods in the country where manufactured, and
hence the rule is te value this line at $3. 60, on which
duty is charged. Exactly the same rule applies te
English and German goods. No distinction whatever
is made, and large importers speak of the strict im-
partiality shown by official at their port.

Readers of The Stationer are very much annoyed
that such a letter should appear as emanating from
here, particularly as it i characterized by a political
bias, contains statements that are fairly open te ques-
Uion, and tends very much te irritate our neighbours,
now that they feel very touchy on the fishery question.
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DIFFERENT VIEWS.

THE opinion expressed in last month's article, 1 On
Guard," have been objected te by some booksellers.
We expected it; but we still maintain that our view
was correct-at leat as far as regards the great mass


