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Rigsionary Yntelligence,

LETTER FROM REV. R. JAMIESON.
' 7o the Editor of the Record.
New Westminster, B.C., March 8th, 1864.

My Dear Sir.—It is probable Mr. Duff’s departure to British Colambia
will be occupying ‘he attention of your readers ere this reaches you. The time
and occasion, therefore, may not be inopportune to give a very short sketch of
ccclesiastical affairs in this Colony, above New Westminster. "

Bighty miles up the river there is n small, almost deserted village named Hope,
where the Church of England hus a resideut minister and a church. It is con-
fidently expected, however, that it will yet ' a place of some imporlancehag

e

it is the outlet of a larme district of good » “>ultural land to the east, ca
the Similkameen and F)kanagan digtriets. ' ifteen miles further up the river
we reach Yale, the head of stesmhoat nav’ ition on the lower Fraser. The
population is about four hundred, chiefly {~reigners. Here there are two
churches and two resident ministers—Methodistand Church of England. A
considerable business is done at Vale during the summer, asit is one of the two
rou'es to the mines ; and paseenyers and goods exchange the steamboat for the
splendid waggon road lately « nitructed, and which is really a triumph of engin-
eering skill. ~ About ity » ‘ ¢sabove Yale isLyttonat the junciion of the
Thompson River with the ‘razer, a small place with no provision for any reli%-
ious services, excepta few occasional visits by the only resident minister at Lil-
looet, forty-three miles hizher up. Those going to the mines by the Yale route
here leave the I'razer and turn to the right up the Thompson, and meet those

oing by the Douglas-Lillooet route at a point ahout seventy-five miles from

ytton and hfty from Lillooet, where the two roads join at a place named Clin-
ton, where some efforts has been made to induce a town to grow.

Cumiug back we shall make astart from thisby the other route to the mines.
We uscend the river again for fifty miles, strike in by the Harrison river, seven
miics which brings us to Harrison Iake, forty three long, at the end of which is
the town of Douglass, with & population of about 200. Here again we. meet
with a church and a resident minister belonging to the Church of England.
Various portages and lakes have now to he crossed for about 120 miles before
we reach the next place of importance—Lillooet, with a population of about
400, Here the other branch of the waggon-road commences which connects
with that from Yale as already stated. The Church of England has a resident
miuister and church at Lillooet. This is all the stated provision yet made for
the religious wants of the Colonists, with the excepiion of the erection of two
churches in the mines last summer, one Episcopalian, and one Methodist—but
which have been left unsupplied during the long and tedious Cariboo winter,
though hundieds of mine:s remained up there. There are thus above this point,
(which your readers will remember i3 only fifteen miles into the country), one
Wesleyan and four Episcopalian ministers. A few come from Vaneouver Island
during the snmmer and hold services at the mines on the different creeks. Per-
haps I shoud have mentioned that Lillooet is about 250 niiles from the Cariboo
region. Besides the towns or villazes mentioned, there are quite & number of
settlers thinly scattered along the different routes. A number of families are
gradually finding their ways to various points where even the occasionalservices
of a minister might prove highly valuable. This winter & man and his wife
with five children belonging to our congregation here, have gone to
keep s wayside inn or tavern far above Lillooet, and the nearest neighbouris
four miles from them. Some, however, scem to be able to dispose easily of
their children if they are in their way. A fumily calling themselves Presby-
teriang live in a certain town up the country, and the woman or mother passed



