OR, WESLEYAN METHODIST.

whose ascendancy it could contributo to
sccure, with a view of receiving Government
support in retutn.  After this, it i3 inconsis-
tent in the Conference, and in the Editor of
tho Guardian, to compluin of » Protestant
Goverminent supporting Catholic Colleges;
ar of the British Govermment estublishing
the English Episcopal Church in the Pro-
vince ; they have admitted these principles
by their own acts, and accompanied with
more mischiovous consequences 3 the direct
pledging of the votes of the members of the
Church. This is r:ot a featwre of the May-
nooth endowment in Ireland, tior wauld it be
one in the establishment of the Ecclesiastical
supremacy of the Church of England in
Canada., Having proved this prostitution of
the Confiorence to the uscendant party, we
ask the Mewbers of the Wesleyan Methodist
Church, who have known Methodizm in the
old country, whether things were so there!?
We ask those of American origin, whether
they expected they were supporting & Chureh
and Stato connection, when they joined the
Waesleyan Mcthodist Church?  We ask the
whole body of the membership, if they can
reconcile such a state of things with the pro-
motion of pure religion und undefiled, and
with the prosperity of the Wesleyan Metho-
dist Church?  As we confidently bespeak
snswers in the negative, we call upon them
as they lovereligion, and venerate Methodism,
to come forth in apposition to such an abuse
as we have proved, and send their petitions
and remanstrances to (onference on the
subject; insisting on the separation of the
Ministry from all public interference on
political affairs, and the entire exclusion of
all political articles from the Christian Guar-
diax. If these demands are n-t complied
with, the inference will be irresistable, that
without lay-representation the Wesleyun
Methodist Church will cease to be of any va-
luein the Province. The foregoing remarks
show that the Wesleyan Methodist Church
is identified with the cou se of Dr. Ryerson,
and his politics, however they may chunge;
the object being to secure Guvernment sup-
port. We shall say no more on this head for
the present.  Let usreview the fucts brought
forwerd in preceding numbers.  We have
shown the unsatisfactory position in which
the Chapel property is placed, by the Con-
fcrence having 1he deeds, as well as the
exclasive use of the Chapels : in the cvent
of changes, made without the consent of the
people most interested, a Chapel built by the
labours and coutributions ot one class of
people, may be tuken from them and used
for another class, This is' proved and illus-
trated, in the cases of Victoria College, and
Belleville and Waterloo Chapels.  The for-
mer was instituted with the aid of the people
now the Methodist Episcopsl Church in
Canada ; but they have no benefit or interest
in it, any more thun if they had not contri-
buted one penny.  In common justice, that
body ought to bave had their money returned.

We have proved from the published ac-
counts of the Conference, that the Centenary
contributions are only invested at 3 por cent
iuterust, or that the whole amount received
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We have exhibited a statement of the
Missionary funds, proving the entire cone
fusion of the finances, misappropriations, and
the total incapacity of its manngers,

We have done the samo in reletion to
Victoria College, which is in a state of con.
fusien and corruption; end, by the admission
of the Grardian, is u total fuilure ; shewing
especinlly that its vapid and complete fuiluve
is owing to the political conduct and inca-
pacity of Dr Ryerson, as Principal.

Wo have not yet done the saume in yelation
to the Guardias Olfice, though it is well
known thot as a journul, it is an entive fail-
ure, not being sustained by itself.  What
funds supputt it1s & secret at present; but
that there are mare persans employed thau
the concern can puy for is cvident to any
one.

It is pretty nearly proved that all the
funds are in cenfusion—all mixed—and that
the money coming in for all is indiscrimin.
ately used as the exigency of the case
requires, Tor instauce, when Dr, R, was
about to go to Europe on one occesion, Cash
wus wauting to pay Book concern debts in
Englaad ; the Bunk was applied to, and the
dependence for meeting the obligation thus
acquired was the Mission fund. It was said,
We shall pay the Bills when the Missionary
muney i3 collected.

We have most satisfactorily shawn that
the Conference is arbitrarily ruled by about
nine Preachers, whe also rule the whole con-
nection, and are vesponsible to wno one on
curth.  That they appoint Leaders on their
own individual authority, aml expel members
on the same, and have scuttered the Methodist
flock, instead of gathering it, for the last ten
or twelve years,

Weo have cxposed the existence of an
intention to dismiss a portion of the Preach-
ers, who. from Seniarity, are in the way of
these arbitrary rulers.

We have shown the object tor dismissing
the former, and anpointing the present Edi-
tar of the Guardian, and the incompetence
of the latter to conduct that journal in a
creditable manner.

‘We have exposed the meanness resorted
ta, to usc the Guardiar and Colonist collu-
sively, to circulate Dr. Ryerson's writings,
and to slander the Editor of this paper;
when they durst not use the Guardian can-
didly in cither case.

‘We have given specimens of the scurrilous
writings of the Secretary of the Conference,
who has taken an active pat in Newspaper
controversy, and in traducing private char-
acter; while neglecting his pastoral duties.

Of the Book concern we have said little,
but { om whut appears to the public, it is as
badly managed as every othor department of
the connection. It is admitted in the Mis-
stonary Report for last year, that a debtin
Eugland has been compolsarily exacted, due
from this codcern, out of thu Missionary
Fund ; that sum 13 £302,10.

Having praved, or being able to prove, all
our statements, we demand lay-representation
as a.remedy for these evils.  If the members
of the Church are disposed 1o say to us, we

want-to change in Mctlhodism, we ask, do*
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you not went proved abuses removed? If
you say yes --and yau caunot say othorwise,
then wo say, give us lay-represcutation, and
they will be all remedied.  You reply atill,
wo want no change—again wo join you, and
say, help us to removo nll these abuses rome
other way, and we will give up lny-represen-
tation, which is only a means with regard to
aur common cud,

But the next question is, are these abuses
proved, ornot 1 All we can say is, read, en-
quire, examine. We speak us unto wise
men: judge yc what we say. IF they are
not, and connot be proved, scout us out of
the Church, and all that support us, as some
of the Preachers have begunto doj butif
they arc or can be proved, you must know
that sooner or later these evils will force on
you far more scrious changes than we con-
template.

THE STATE OF THE CIIURCH.

“ifath this been in your days, or even In thudays of yesr
fatbees 2

We had intended to enter tully into the important
subject indicated abuve, but it is inuch teo extenvive
10 sllow us to do it with eflict, in the hnuted space
wlich now remaine to Gl up the preectit numubr
We liad intended to notice ite condition, ay tv num.
bers; missions; pecutiary supparl 3 us:fulness 3
reputation ; the College ; and ns Minisiers, Undee
some ol these heads sulficient will be found in this
and preceding numbers, so that wo mny cuntraet
our labonr conmderably, As o pumbers, hegnning
from 1830, wliciilie ecparate arganiza i wns com.
plete, the number ot membtess wrs 16,000 ; Just year
the number was 23,L00; so that the ircrense is
7,000 in fifteen yeuars, wineh ia an nverago of 467
per aunum, Jt isto te observed, thay, dming there
if een yrars, omgeation from Dritain and lieland
always braught a large accersion of persone who had
been membura of the Methudist $ociety these, and
who mos:ly jnined the Wesleyan Methadist Church g
they cannot have heen much lers than the whole
amount of the incicase hercin showed: as the
minutes of the Britirh Conference account in this
wanner lur & decrease in the Socieiies in lreland.
Wa have no mrans of gving 1the number thus added
1o the Church: but, fur tho sako uf argument, we
ate willing to allow no additivn from that source.
Let us consider, then, the extent of country from
Cornwall 10 Amherstbargh ; and the populntion of
the Province, of ahout halfa mulhon : and the num.
ber of adherents claimed tor the Wesleyru Methodist
Chnrch—about JOO.000; and 1he nund er of Minis-
ters—itinerant and locad, employed every Satibaih—
abont £0H), and we cnnnot acknowledge the amonng of
incrense to be any sign of the prosperous sinte af the
Church, or to be adequate to the expretations ruised
by these consmdirations. As 1o its Misa .3, in
another place wo have given a view of its pecuniary
affutra ; we only now tequiie to notice the amount of
money contribated to the support ot dlissions. This
isonly acriterion for the lust five yeors ; and as the
amount durmg that period has heen alwara about
£2.000 a.year, whilo it coine des with, it aleo proves
the stettonary condition of ihie Church, in pont of
numbers, Astcthe genewal euppert giveu 1o the
Church, the connexional funds have nat teen liberally
supporied : they are rollccted with dilficuliy, he
greatrst burden folling always on a 1ew libersl
membpers in esery place. This is a nawural conges
quence of no great nuwmcrical increnee : the connbu.
tions being trom the tmme perarns yenr afier year,
cannot be expreted W in‘rense contmunlly. As to
the present year—aons of the most unpropivona years
to the Wesleyan Methodist Charch, it is to bhe
expected that there will bo a grent fllng o
having information fram esverel places of the prola.
titity of this, whereby several citots wall have to be
thrawn on the Contingenit Fund, wh ch hiag rlicady
mote claine on it ilan it ean weet.  Andy with
regard lo uxclulness, how can Minmters be wsefnl
when they are engaged in the trmail of politiey'?
or huw caa the nennln wrofis Fo (howa M alstara swlin




