
FORMERLY "THE CANADIAN JOURNAL OF MEDICAL SCIENCE."

A. H. WRIGHT, B.A., M.B.,

EDITORS AND PROPRIETORS:
M.R.C.S. England. 1 J. E. GRAHAM, M.D.,

W. H. B. AIKINS, M.D., L.R.C.P. London.

Sl'IgSCitl'TION, $3 P'EL ANNUMI.

WrLiterary CommunIcations may be addressed to any of the Editors. rirAll Exchanges and Business
Communications should be addressed to DR. W. H. B. AIKINS, 68 Gerrard Street East.

TORONTO, MAY, 1886.
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STERILITY CURED BY AN OPERA-
TION FOR THE REMOVAL OF URE-
THRAL CARUNCLE AIND DILATA-
TION OF THE CERV[X UTERI.

J. J. CASSIDY, M.D.

Tne following case is reported fromi my case-
book :-

March 1, 1885.-Mrs. L., aged 28, has been
married five years and has never been pregnant
Before marriage she suffered from painful
micturition and pruritus vuilvo. These symp-
toms were intensified after marriage, and
coitus was so painful that it was rarely at-
tempted. She received treatiment at different
times and for considerable periods from four
physicians of this city and one of St. Catha-
rines. An operation (ablation of caruncle pro-
bably) was performed on lier by a Toronto sur-
geon; but the painful micturition was not
cured and she did not beconie pregnant. She
also suffered from uterine leucorrhoea, dys-
pepsia, irregular menstruation, constipation,
and hysteria.

March 2-A physical examination revealed
a caruncle projecting at the nieatus urinarius.
The urethra was very sensitive, and bled at
the least touch. When the uterus was drawn
down straiglit vith a vulsellum, the uterine
Sound passed easily to a depth of three
inches. There was endocervicitis. There
being no stenosis of the cervix uteri 1
determined to treat the patient priniarily for

urethral caruncle, and secondly, to dilate the
neck of the womb, in order to relieve the endo-
cervicitis, and increase the chances of her be-
coming pregnant. The patient was chlorotie,
having just menstruated, after having misred
three periods. The treatment consisted in
tirst snipping off the caruncle. Aft'er the
bleeding had stopped, a 4 per cent. solution of
cocaine was rubbed over the interior of the
urethra, and this was followed by the applica-
tion of solid lunar caustie. The caustic was
used because the urethral mucous membrane
was ulcerated. Why it should be so was not
very clear, but about the fact there could be
no doubt.

March 11, 14, 17, 25, 31-The Fame treat-
ment was repeated, the application of the eau-
stic, owing to the previous use of cocaine,
causing little or no pain. She inforned me

that micturition was much less painfal than it
had been for many years before

April 4-Desiring to inake a thorough ex-
ploration of the urethra, the patient was
anSsthetised, and her urethra dilated by an
aural speculum with expanding blades. The
portion of the urethra, near the meatus exter-
nus, was found to be in a fairly healthy con-
dition ; but the internal portion was eroded.
Lunar caustic was freely applied to the diseased
part. A uterine dilator was then introduced
into the cervix uteri, the blades fully expanded,
and withdrawn. Caustie was also rubbed
over the interior of the endometruim.

April 7-The patient had remained in bed,
but felt very little pain.
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