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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE, deceased children died from the efFects of arsenic, but how or by
Wvhomn adi-miistered there is no evide'nce'to shiow."

The discovery of arsenic in the bones is very unnsual, as it is
n ia not deposited in theso ergans by absorption. A case was recently

Dicovery orted in the ast volua odf te London Medical Gvzette,
-lVe.ithury, WtUsg.-Jn consequence of the recent inqul'est herc, reotdi lcfs oueoffi odnMdclGzte

-which a verdict of y Wilful murder wa rectrned aainqe t page 894, in which arsenic was detected in the remains of a body
at hic a erdct f "wilul urdr" as etunedaga ltifter anl intermient of fourteen years.-London M1edical Gazette.

Rebecca Smith for procuiring the death of her infant child by t the
administration of poison, it was deemed advisable tu exhume
some of the bodies of the nine other childrcn, who have all died in
infancy. , Accordingly, on the 11th inst., two bodies were disin. The Plea of Iosanily in Criminal Cases-The Case of John
terred fron the burying-ground of the Baptist chape! at Bratton,, Giecson Wilson-Te case of Wilson, recently convicted of
in this parish, under the superintendence of Mr. Shorland, surm
geon of Westbury, by whtom the romains were taken to Mr. inurder at the Liverpool Assizes, presits mn y points ofinere t
Herapath, of Bristol, for analysation. A coroner's inquest eat on graphic sumiary of the ficts proved on the trial is takeri from hlie
that day, which was adniîurned till tIis day, alter takiog evidence Lrndon Time f, fay, Augu 25:
cftilie idcntity of the cxhumed bodies. Lonudon Tintes, Sai urday, Auguast 25-

A the eiyo ttixhmd boes. riudt te Mary Ilenriehson, was the wife (if a respectable merchant
At the resmed sitt binr. Sho.rland described the state in captain residing in Liverpoo', but absent, at the time we speak

which e forwarded the bodies to INr. enrapath, after win that of, on'the hith scas. She lived, with a single servant and her
gentleman grave thc following evidence:-" On thc 12th inst., oin two sons, of the ages of five and three years respectivelv, in' a
my return from Exeter. I found at my laboratory a large square snall but decent dweiing.hiouse, a portion of which she vas in
shallow box. on which lite cover was scaled down with a crest the habit of lettmgîc off to increase a somewiat scany income,
sitilar to that on Mir. Shorland's seai. This seal was perfect. and satisfv with more facility the claims of lier landlord. In the
The box was divided into three compartments by two divisions : afterioon~of flic 271h of March last, a man namned John Gleeson
in one of which was a portion of soil tied up in a iandkerchief. Wilson called to look at te apartments, and presently agreed-to
In the next compartment I found a mass of carth and lite re- take then ont ,he termns proposed. This was on a Tuer-day, and
nains of a coffin exceedingly decompos-d and penétrated in all thlat eveninîg at ton o'clock, lie took up his quarters in the roomn,
directions by the rots of a tree. There was a label in Mr. Shor. and sicnt there. Next mtîorning he went out, and returned again
land's handwriting on the top of th;s, to this effect-' Sarah about eleven 'clock, just as Mrs. Ilenriclhson was going on ber
Smith, born July 18, 1841 ; died August 7.1841; aged 2) days.' usual crrands lo the markct. What follows we may -now. tell
Upon carefully reinoving portions of the soif, I found the remains srraightforward, lor if ever a case was indisputablyproved in all
of an infant, evidently very young, as there were no teeth in the its details, it is ccrtairtly tihis. As soon as the poor womanhad
sockets of the jaw, with the exception of one toothbud on the quitted the louse WIlsot went itnto fle front parlor, whichi was
front of the lower jaw. -The texture of the body vas entireiy not one of the romins he had taken for limself, .and there found
gone, and the bonies were ail separated from each other. 1 took the servant polishing the grate, with the two elildren playing
same of the bones and stbjected them to analysis, whlîen I iuOlrid about lier. Thiese lie drove out of the roomî in a jucular manner,
in them traces of arsenic. 1, thien took saine of the black mould and then. taking utic the tngs from the grate, inqiircd the prico
fron the interior of the skull, and in that 1 also found traces of for whiich suuch a set of ire.-irons could be obhtained. Before the
arsenic. I then sought for sone of the blacc mouiild between the girl coulid a.tsv'er he struck her a violent blow upon the skull,
ribs, and nîcarer the region of lte stoniaci, and thtere 1 fontîd n-hici left lier scnseless Oit the floor. The noise attracted the
arsenic in greator quantity; specimens of which I produce." M r; eldest boy ta the spot, wio was instantly bitchlered with' the
flerapath then exhibitei tubes containing arseniots acid, metallie sanie weapolt. The murderer thei wcnt into fle scullery, where
arsenic, Schecle's green, and orpiment, prodiuclned by various tests, the younger boy was trying to hi.Ie hinself, caiitt him, ind
and cortinued :-" This, 1 believe, is the first instance on record with a carvintr'kiiife with lte fouinud there, severed his heatd fromît
of arsenic beini discovered after un interment of cight years ; and his budy ail but i sligiht strip of skinî. Thrce lives iad thus been
I wisht t be circuulated throughiout the country thlat vears have taken in littc niire thai as many minutes; but the tragedy'w'as
no cffect in rernoviiig traces cf arsenic. In lthe third compart- not complete. In a short time, as the aîssassin kn- w, Mrs. Hien
ment I found alisa lite remains of ai infant, with a label in Mr. richson was lo return fron market. He Ilanted himseif in the
Shorland's handwriting. as follows:-' Edvard Smith, bort, J une lobby, and as she entered struck lier down witi the poker and
14, 1844; Died Julne 29, 1814 ; aged 15 days.' This body and bat ier skull tot atoms. le then vent up staiirs,'rnsaucked-thie
comiln were nearly in flic saine state as tfhe others; the bones drawers, and quitted fite louse vith all the valuables it contained
belov the knees were wanting. Thie,roosof trees aslarge as my in less than one lîour from the time of fthe first blow, and in less
little finger huad passed througli the iead and skieletoi, and had than twelve from his first acoquaintance with the family."
f.liowed the bones in ail directions. Treating this skeleton as I " Quick, htowever, as iad been the butchery, the dicuovery and
did the other, i founîîd arsenic in thue bancs, in the blck mould the retribition wore scarcely slotver. efòre thte elckhad' téuck
under the head, a.nd a greater quîantity in the iblack mou!d under twelve the deed hlad been detected, and the officers of justice
the ribe. i produce specimens of metallie arsenic, and the othier vere upon the spot. Fortunately the poor servant girl still
tests, which are even more distinct than those in the last case ; breathed, and lingered long enough in lier agony ,to supply.' by
this is after an intermncîît of five years and one monthi.' ber dyig depositions, not, indced, a link whiic was wantmg n

The Coroner.--From the statement yoti have rade, and from tlc evidence of the, murdercr's guilt, but an irresistable and con-
yrur atialysis, have you any doubt that arsemîic was admnistered clusive confirmatión of the testimoiy whicha most extraordinary
duringilfe ? cuncatenation of circumtancs ha 'combinied to farnish., At

Mr. Heraat.- have never fouinl arsenic in a body which twelve o'cldck the assassin was seen walking avay in a direction

was in a natural state; and 1 mentiun this to correct the ridicn- eading naturally front the scelle of bis enmes; and it is not a
lous'notions which have gine abroad, owing ta some sayings little rentarkable that though he carried no obvious'vestiges of

which have been attributed to the French chemists. Raspail, for his bloody business about hii, yet sometihing in his manner

instance, is reported ta have said that lie could produce arsenic seems ta have so rivetted the attention of ail persons 'vhrn he

'from the legs of chairs, and Orfila liat ho could do su from the stîccessively iet, that his identity was sworn ta 'without the

ncommon soif , J have madeexperiments on hundreds et bodies of smallest hesitation. At hialf-past 12 he was agam seen, mna field
huian beings and brutes, but have never.discovered arsenic neor the ftown, washing his bots mn trousers in a pit, and on
unless it liad been administered mtedicinally or for a criminal pur- this spot wcre found. lhis han!kerchif and the envelope of a
pose. lhave also 'made nmany experiments on soils, and I believe ietter wiiich wats sworn ta havc ' n in his posession that mor».

flie statement of Orfila to be a imistaken one. My opinon is, that inig. Ilitif ail tour afterwards ,up, ofered Aiîrs.,Ienrichsoi'sgiold
,arsenic was administered to both these children during life, ànd watch for sale at a pawnbroiker's, and 15 minutes after ttis lue

that it was the cause of death ; it existed in to great a quantity purchased a new pair of trouscs, and cxcianged thermu m the

to have been adninistered for ua medicinal purpose. shop for those he liad on. iThis brings him nearly to 1 o'clock.

The Jury, withiout hesitation, returnied a verdict "That the Between 2 and 3 he cntered another.shop and bought a pair of


