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removes'it: The solulion has also heen used for very disgusting | every other night,—cach powder being numbered, and the mght

privies, &e., effluvia from which it quickly neutralizes.
-+ Mr.'Henderson, the surgeon.to the dock-yard at Portsmonth,
employed the fluid in a severe case of open cancer, the fetor from
which was intolerable to the patient and attendants.: this it de.
stroyed so long as the dressings were kept moist therewith. Pro.
fessor Quain has used it, he says, in the tréatment of sloughing
tumours with beneficial result, and he has no doubt it will sup.
plant'the chloride of lime and soda .altogether in the removal of
feetyd odour, ~Mr. Gibson, surgeon’.of the * Euridice,” employed
it in'a case of angry uicer, m the proportion of one part to four
of water.-'An eschar was the result, the scparation of which left
the ulcer in a healthy conditjon.
. Several naval and other medical men have employed it asa
disinfectant!in hospitals, and on board ship, the general result be.
ing a marked diminution in the rate of mortality. Dr. Lindsay,
"Dri Gronin, and Dr..Connor, of Cork, all bear testimony to its
‘beneficial. effcets.  Mr. Verling, surgeon of the * Vengeance,”
thus speakss—: . - ' | . ‘
.. Having used the chloride of zinc rather cxtensively on hoard
Her Majesty's: ship ¢ Vengeunce," whilst employed in the convey.
aricelof troops, I'think proper to report to you “the result thereof-
“Wa carried the first battalion of the - forty-sccond regiment, con-
sisting. of about - 700. men, women and .children, frum Malta to
-Bermuda. - Measles had. prevailed epedimically in, the regiment
previnusly to their.embarkation, but we received none on’ board
“labouring under the disease yet after being ten days at sea, seve-
-1al eases occurred simultancously among, the soldicrs, 2nd on'the
" 1t of April, having becn.then amonth at sea, the disease appenr-
- ed amongzour. own people, ten cases oceurring’ on that day, and
-from’that day to the:fifteenth of the munth, when we arrived at
“Bermuda, fresh :cases. were : almost of daily occurrence, either
~‘among ‘cur own:people or the troops. On getting rid of the troops,
“which we did at-Bermuda,. my attention_was of course specially
“dirceted to every means whereby the contagion could be destroyed.
Jw==Cleanliness.and: ventilation were .duly. attended to, and every
“'part of the.ship where.the sick had been, alter being cleaned and
aired, was sponged well over, with the solution of chloride of zine
- geveral times.; Than the result nothing can.be better ; the dis-
:ease totally ceased, no fresh .case vccurring after. On odr pas.
sage from Halifax, with the 60th regiment on board, the weather
- was sobad, and the ship working so much, that it was quite im.
' possible: to open any of the lower-deek ports, on which deck the
- whole-of:the people lived, .troops as well as our own people, for
cight days ; the air throughout the deck was exceedingly vitiated
with every mixture of noxious smell, but the free use of the chlo-
+ride of:zine tended, in.a most surprising manner, to do away with
-.the bad. smell; so .much so, that ‘the surgeon of the regiment
- came.to.me to-get sonc to use in the part of the ship where the
.ladies of the officers were.  Thhe effect of the chloride of zinc is
. most_obvious in' correcting all bad and offensive cfiluvia; and
- from.the sudden and surprising mannet in which the measles dis-
.appeared afier, itg.use, is not, I think, too much to suy, that it
- must have heen instrumental in decomposing the miasma, orstate
. of the atmosphere in the ship, which tended to the generation of
.the disease.™, . ", . 0 ‘ ‘
'’ From all these statements, then, it is clear that the soluiion of
‘the chloride’ofzine is.a powerful agent in neutralizing noxious
 grases,'and-in: arresting : the  progress of decomposition. Sir W.
urnett has therefore rendered, by its discovery, a. great benefit
to suffering Humanity.  On board ship, its influence in removing
+the offensive odours. from bilge.water can hardly be tno highly
“ estimated, while ils action in’sweetening the wards of hospitals,
.-and déstroying noxious and infectious efifuvia, seems to be equally
“eyldent.—London: Lancet. *, -+ " . o ,
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“drugs in'large doses under the guise of homaopathy, is noticed, in
'the o Medical Gazetté - 83 having. recently. oceurred, in Lon.
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i'ral practitioner, Tecently consulied a bomeopathic physician, whe
' has'acquiréd some celebrity i the fashionable quarter of* the ie-
. tropolis; for-his skill'in treating and curing discases by infinite
,small doses, " She Teceived’ from him four small white powdérs,

with explicit directions, (now lying before us,) one to be taken

FLeA lady‘&rhdfhzid boen attended by a highly. respectable ‘gene.

on which it was to be taken, as well as the mode of taking it, be.
ing particularly specified,—* all dry on the tongne.” No. 1 was
swallowed according to order, and the patient was sonn after.
wards scized with great slcepiness, stupor, and other alarming
symptoms indieative of the action of a powerful narcotic. These
cffeets were followed by diantheea. The patient was alarmed,
and instead of looking upen the result as an indication of the be.
neficial working of homeopathie powders, or as a' means of cur-
ing her of any lutent scepticism respecting the eflicacy of infinite
small doses, she was prudent enough to return to her old medical
friend, to whom she handed the remaining powders with the di.
rections. This gentleman, suspecting that they contained some.
active narcolic, csused them to be subimiited to a chemical ana.
lysis. We have now the report of this anulysis before us, and of
it we shall make the following abridgement.  The powders were
numbered 2, 3, and 4. They were similar in appearance, cxcept
that No. 3 was somewhat whiter than the other two : there svas
nothing to indicate that they were of different composition ;
and as they werc to be taken the sume way on alternute nights,
this could not possibly be suspected. '

* Although there was no great dissimilarity w bulk, the pow.
ders were very unequal in weight. No. 2 weighed 3.4 grains;
No. 3, 1.5 grans ; No. 4, 2 grains. No. 2 was found, upon ans.
lysis, to consist entirely of calomel and morphiu, the morphia
forming no less than one grain.  No. 3 contained no morphia or
calomel, nor any mincral or other substance, but merely sugar of
milk. No. 4 was composed of calomel and ‘morphia, the morphia
amounting to one half grain."— Prov. Med. and Surg. Journal.,

Homeenpathy—Accidentul Death.—A coroner's inquest was
held in Stoekport on the 18th of July inst., an the body of Martin
Van Sickler, who came to his death on Friday last, under. the
following circumstances: [Ie called upon Dr. John H. Philip,
a Homaopathic physician, for some pills for a pain in the side,
&ec. Dr. Philip gave him two vials of pills, onc contaimng 24,
the other 32 pills, with written dircetions to take onc three times
a day; and if it produced any burning pain, then to take but half
of one at a time. It scems, from the testimony on the inquest,
that Van Sickler's illness was feigned, and that there was an under-
standing between him and Dr. Schermerhorn, of Stockport, that
he should get the pills, and take them, for the purpuse of ridicul.
ing Dr, Philip and his medicine. Dr. Schermerhorn assured Van
Sickler that he need not 'be afraid to take the whole lot, as they
would hurt no one.  Accordingly, Van Sickler took the whole of
the pills, under the advice of Dr.’S., and the result was his death
about one o’cluck the next morning.  Dr. Philip testified that he
was called on the night of the 16th, by Dr. Schermerhorn, who
wished him immediately to go and sec deceased.  Dr. P. told him
it was useless, if he had taken the whole of the inedicine he sent
al onee, as it would produce death. According to the testimony -
of Dr. Witbeek, of Hudson, the deceased came to his death by
taking an over-dose of strychnineand arsenic pills.  Accordingly,
the jury found tbat he came fo Ins death by taking the .medicine
contrary to the dircction of Dr. Philip.—N. . Y. Annalist, from
Kinderhook Sentinel. ‘ ‘ o s
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*Medical Reform 1n France.—A most important question, which
has for some months past excited a large sharcof public attention,
is the Medical Reform Bill, the discussion of which commenced
'in the Chamber of Peers on the 5th of June. Since any measure -
caleulated to aflect the interests of the Medical profession .in
France cannot but be interesting to the profession in the United :
States, I have thoughta brief analysis of the more prominent :
features of the bill, together with sonie notice of theexistiug laws |
in relation to -the practice and teaching of medicine in France, *
might justly be considered as coming ' within the promise of, your™
corregpondent, i . U . o

Notwithstanding that France may be saidto have taken 'thelead .
Jin medical reform for the last ten years, at least, it was not uatil
the Congreés Médical, formed of di:lcgatcs from among the medi.
cal practitioners of all parts of the kingdom, which asseinbled.in
Paris last November, the' number of about five thousaud, that
the numerous abuses were made’ known to the government, and -

assurance ‘given by'the Minister of Public Instrnctiin that he



