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As is to be expected,· tfiere have been found on the skin bacteria of

aill sorts, many of tnen naturally the, forns which would be got by
exposing plates to the air in which' the person lives. Most of these
it Wrill be understood are adhering temporarily to the skin, and but
thrce or four varieties are commonly found in the skin layers, or deep
in the. openings of the sweat glands and hair follicles. The forms
which are of surgical importance are staphylococcus epideriidis albus,
(which is an attenuated staphylococcus pyogenes albus), -bacillus
pyocyaneus, B. coli communis ; the first named is the only one of these
which has at all a widespread distribution.

Of all sorts and conditions, one observer 'has found 23 varicties of
bacteria on the skin; the practical bearing of this fact upon our sub-
ject is :

1. What s'he importance of these on the vaccinated surface ?
2. How iay they be removed or destroyed ?
Most oftthse bacteria are washed off by the usual soap and water

wash, with-bru hing or even rubbing with a 'soft cloth'; the perfunctory
and n onientar' application of antiseptic solutions of moderate
strength'does not generally allow the anitiseptié sufficient time to do
its vork. ha average washing leaves the surface presumably sterile,
but' in the hair follicles and in the mouths of the sweat 'glands the,
bacteria have lai. unharmed, the more so -because in each gland or'
follicle a little cushion of air has kept the solution from entering it.

Next by means of the lancet or the ivory point the sterilized 'cuticléë
is scraped off, the mouths of the sweat glands included ; the buried
bacteria can now cometo light and remain in tieseruim which bathes
the scraped surface. If the skin be sterile and the point not so. the
same result is brought, about. Most vaccination 'wounds are to some
extent infected in one of these ways ; but the site being a clear, smooth
surface, not in a f old- of the skin, the injury being comparatively
slight, and nost important of ail, the wound-having perfectdraiiage,
the infection is generally of no importance. But where on accounxït
of unsouind reasoning, a scab 'is' allowed to cover and protect the
bacteria, 'and obstruct drainage of the wound, a considerableloss of


