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ANSWER TO ENQUIRIES REGARD-
ING THE PHARMAGY ACT.

As wo have received anumber of enquiries
in regard to certain clauses of tho Pharmacy
Act, wo purposo offering a fow oxplanations
on thoso points on which doubt appears to
exist, or which might not be at first readily
understood.  Whilo thus ecxpressing our
opinion, we advise our readers to give the
Act—which will be found entire in another
part of tho JOURNAL—a careful perusal. If
this is dono wo think there will bo no difii-
culty in arriving at tho truc meaning of any
of its passages.

The first point which sugges : itsclf is that
in referonce to the sale of poisvus,  Accord-
ing to the first section of the Act, it is not
until the first day of July next that the new
regulations can be enforced, while, by the
thirtieth section, the old law was done away
with at the time the Act received tho sanc-
tion of ihe Licutenant-Governor—Feb. 15th.
At the present time, and up to the first of
July, thero is, therefore, no legal restriction
on the sale of poisons, and the drugyist is at
liberty to exercise his own discretion in re-
gard to the disposal of such articles. The
matter is doubtless in safe hands, but we
should advise that a memorandum be made
of all such sales, to which the attestation” of
the purchaser bo afiixed.  This will prevent
any difficulty in case of accident or misuse,
and will, at least protect tho druggist from
that censure to which he would justly be sub-
jected in case of trouble arising from such
cause. e may say that the Socisty will
have the Poisonn Books, specified in the Act,
ready as soon a. possible, and whon these are
precurable, we cdvise that they be ab once
employed. ’

Some misunderstanding has arisen in re-
regard to tho fourth section. From the fact
of the first meeting of the Council taking
place inJuly, it hasbeen questioned whether
that body has, at present, an official exis-
tence. We belicve that the appointment of
the Council holds from the date of the pass-
ing of the Act ; and not only this, but that
at that period the old Suciety was merged in-
to the nowly incorporated College. It is ob-

vious' that the Registrar, who is one of tho
Council, must havo tho greater part of hia
work accomplished beforo the July mooting,
and, as thoro is no special provision in regard
to thematter, wo may reasomhbly infer that,
28 tho Registrar forms part of the Council,
and at once enters upon his duties, the wholo
body must not bo considered inactive.

It hns beon thought that it would be
unjust to thoso persons who at present bo-
long to the Pharmacoutical Socioty, or Col-
lego of Pharmacy, and who have paidt their
foca for the current year, to require tho fecs
payable under the Act on tho first of May
next, and it has been decided that all such
shall be credited with their subscriptions from
tho latter date, Members in good standing
will therefore be accounted as bolonging to
the College, and, as such, will bo entitled to
registration, and will receive, on the first day
of May next, a certificato to that effect.

In regard to members who havo not paid
their fees to date, it has been resolved that
tho law regarding such shall bo enforced, and
the names of defaulters be droppod, if by
next meeting the necessary romittances do
not como to hand. In next Jour~ar will be
published a complete list of members in good
standing, and all others will consider them-
selves as having no further connection with
the College.

All other persons will require to send to
the Registrar suflicient cvidence that they
were actually in business, as chemists and
drugzists, on tho fiftcenth of February last,
This, with a fco of four dollars, will entitle
them to registration as members of the
College, and as qualified Pharmaceutical
Chemists. Or if they do not desire to be-
como members of the College, but merely to
bo qualified to sell poisons, thay may bo regis.
tered without involving membership, and can
obtain a certificate to that effect. The feeis,
however, tho same.

Wo beliove the Registrar has been author-
ized as to what he may cousider sufficient
evidence that persons applying for regis-
tration are bond fide druggists, The fact that
the names of such persons may be found, in
connection with their business or profession,
in the lust proviucial dircctory of John Lovell,
and a certifieate from a legally authorized
medical practitioner, will be agcounted suf-
ficient.

Persons who have conducted business on
their own account for three years, at any
period previous to the passing of the Act,
and can show evidenee to that efiect, are also
entitled to registration as members of the
College, provided their application be made,
and fees paid, before the first of July next.

Assistants who have served an apprentice-
ship of three years, and acted in the’capacity
of assistant for ono year previous to Feb,
15th, may also becomo members of the Col-

lego, provided the conditions specified in the
last paragraph be complied with ; but regis-
tration must bo effectod bofore the period
namod, as tho claim of qualification cannot
bo accepted nt auy future period, and oxami-
nation will have to bo pnssed beforo come
mencing business,

Apprentices will bo admitted associates of
tho College by sending o foo of two dollars,
accompanied by a certificate from their om-
ployer that they aroso employed. In regard
to the torm ‘“apprentice,” which is used in
the fourth sectivn as oxpressing ono of tho
conditions of membership, we may say that
the collego is inclined to interpret tho term
in its most liberal sensc, as implying one on-
gogod in learning his business, whether regu-
larly indentured or not. This would bo the
only just courso, for in this country thelegal
forms in rogard to apprenticeship aro very
rarely conformed to.

Theo latest date at which registration can be
cffected is June 31, but it will be remembered
that fees become payablo on May 1st. It will,
thorefore, bo expedient for partios to send in
their names and testimonials, accompanied
by the proper fees, to the Registrar at once,
so that everything may bo accomplished
without confusion. But, as wo have pre-
viously stated, certificatos will not be granted
before May 1st, nlthough fees recoived beforo
that time will bo credited from that period,

* Wb think wo have alluded to all the ques-
tions at presont at issue, but shall be happy
to answer any further inquiries.

—————— e e

MEMBERS IN ARREAR.

The attention of members who are in de-
fault of feos payable to tho College, is called
to thoe recont decision of tho Society, that if
such arrcarages be not paid beforo the next
meoting, which will take place on the first
Friday in April, the namo of such persons
shall be droppcd from the roll. The next
number of the JOURNAL will contain a certi-
fied list of all members in good standing who
are entitled to registration under the new
Act.

TO OUR STJIDENTS.

We havé been much pleased with the cara
bestowed upon the answers sen$ to the ques-
tions propounded in the JOURNAL, and feel
assured that thoso who have continued these
exercises must have derived no small amount
of benefit thereby. The object of the ques-
tions is not so0 much to ascertain the capa-
bilities of students, as to provoke inquiry
and research ; and in this respect they are
capable of accomplishing much. Wo have
reduced the number of questions from ten to
five, as it has been said that the time re-
quired to answer all, deterred some from
answering who would otherwise doso. In

.



