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is Ieenncss, wlîile tirat of hurmor is breadltl. Wit is moto the off-
sprirrg of the brairi, while hiunor cornes from the wirole soui-ono'e;
nature Ï8 more seei n toe latter, and oriels inidlect in file former.
IVe atdmire wvit,. but we relisle humor; one is a dainty, the other a
meal--one 1a piquant, thle other saîisfying! MIt dcpctrds upon
rriccty:, humor upon exaggeratiorr.

Caricature, whicir flavera humeor, spoils wit. Wlrcu Jerroiti de-
fined i" Dogmnatismit as foul growu1 Ptpppyism," hoe WaS Wittý*, but trut
hiumorous-but whcen Crockett tells a mnan to cool iîmaci by strip-
ping Iris fluesh off andi sitting in iris boutes, tire absurdity passes ileo

Dickens abourits iu humorous passapes. flrpt cari surpass
tire mock gravity of titis in 1Pckwick. Tfalkiuig of the soldiers lie
sayr "iNotiii" cati exceeti their good hiumer-it 'vas but one
day 1'cfore iny arrivai; tirat one of thrm lad been miust grossiy
irsuited in tie liouse of a pubican. The barmaid lird positively
rcfuseîi t0 draw harn anv more liquor, in returri for wi ie u it,
merely in pla>frrlness, dratvn Iris bayonet and wourrded Ille girl ira
tlle shouider-atid yet titis flne feliow wvas tire very flrst to go
dowui tire next morning aud express Iris rcadiuess to overiook tIre
malter, and forget %virat liad ocurd1 And a fittie furtîrer on,
wlren lie says, "9that Wiukle tvas tio frrcd by the martial mursic of
ire baud at a revie%, titat lie carcfuiiy seleeted tire smallst boy ir
Ille crowd andi deliberately piteheti bl lmr."

Sometimes extreme simplicîty lias tire semblance of liumior-tvYe
ivili give an exarnpic. One evenin2r i r oud the conversation
turned upon wit-Moore, Sidney Siýith, Bariran, and i naniy otirer
emitient mcn ivere there. Wordswortih, tire great poet, fraid, "4 1
iorr't tiik 1 ever %vas îvirty but once ii rny fle ! Il Tihis, of course
indtnced ail Io b'- lrim Io relate Iris solitary witticistm. "9 Some
years ago1 contiued IVordsvortlr, "4as 1 *was standin' at my
gate ai Rydal Mounit, a maril came up to me, and asked if 1 hut
heu his wife pass irat vay ? Mireru port 1 iaid ' Miy my gooti
mnan, this is Irle tirst tinte I have heard that you everlrati a wif,'"I
îvhen Wordsworthr stoppeti. Ail roareti wili laugirter ai tire ab-
surdity, and tihe olti poet Io iris dying (lay, considereti tire merriment
his obtubcness occasioneti, as a tuibute to hie waî.

As au instance of that Frenchr courtly wit, whiich is of so vola-
tile a nature as aimost Iu escape in tire translation, wu znay give
Feueloir's retort t0 tire iraiperious Cardinal 1lachelii. Fearet1on,
one of tire best of men, ivas olten solieiting favors for ntîrers froin
the great minîister, whlo 100 frequenîly sirlut his cars te) ris berrevo-
lent friend. Upon Fetielori telling Richelieu that lire hall suen a
portrait of blis entinence at tire Palace, tire Cardinal suceerirîgiy
iari, 4e Diti yeti nrot ask il for a subsoription for sorte pour fricird

of yours~ " l iNo," mildiy rettrneti Fetieton, "tIrle picture ivas t0u.
mnucli like you."'(I)

Lord Erskine's ré~partie Io Rogers is a case of eueur sequitur bc-
coming irumorous for its equivocatiori. Upon tire deatîr of soute
rvcaltiiy London mercitant, Rogers said, - Ile lias dicti woth a
mniiiiotr-%vlbat do you trink of tirat, Erskinv ? Il di W1ry,," retiirneti
Irle otiter, di 1 s;ry ils a sntu- lattie sunr te comîmence tire tiext trorii
upion."1 The counection oFtiese inceugruous images irere makes
.ti ab.srdity amusing andi suggestive ? Tire impossibilily of iti-
mate benelit front earthiy richres rs pri before ail inrils strongcst
1iglit. It is a sermon iu a nutsheil oi te text of (2) ce Vit sirati il
profit a mari, trortgr lie pin tte wlrole worlri. and iose iris ovn
.,oul ? "1-Deezocratic Recrewc.

The late Freemau flmnt.
'rire sudi record of tire cleatir of Frceman Mintt lnds lit place in

!lie pages of Irle illri*anls' Magazine, of wici lire %vus tire prô-
jector, :rtid ltre sole edttor and propriemor, fron te first day of July,
1839, wlier tire first tiîntaber appiearecl, utitil tire second of Maarcir,
1853, rvircnr ire died; to w'viei, dlinrtq Irle best t%%Citty 3cars of iris
lfu, lie gave ail iris brisitrese, etrergies, iris vi-ororîs intellect, a
compreitisive view of Iris subject, markcd tact atI skiff in selectiomi
anrd arranigemient, andi a large experience as publisier atmd editor,
arnd wirici is timereforc tire trucst and faircet ineuroriai of %viral ire
wvas andi wiaî lie diti. But we arc rror writing blis cnulogy. %Vc sliah
cariy take occasion Io p:ry that tribatle Ir is rvorir rrrlire rilwiys
liadiready for thre excellence andi cuinence of oirers.

(1) Titis %,çittv retort is diffienrlt tu niccorînt for. Richelieu ducti in 16342.
Fdnédion was bora in 1051.--(EDIT. L. C. J. E.)

(2) Tu Crockett's ativice a Freuchmnan worrld se aotbing but the
~tbxmrdiy; wriiie lie wornld admit tirat Lord ErskiuO's réparele stire
îvittiest îiiinmg that coulti bc Sali.-<ýEonronr L. C. J. E.)

0f tire two irundred i d twenrty-f'ive umbers of tire Magazinie,
Ibis is tire first tiai comes to tire reader ivithout iravitig receiveci
iris persoai &supervision, aithougir for many, iorrtrs, during lits last
iliriess, tire cinief editorial dulies tvere confrdenl te friends, rvlrn hiave
contributeti for y-cars t0 tire pages of tire Magazine, andi wlro are
enîirely familiar wth h Iis editoriai views anti iisires. To many
of our subseribers iri foreigîr landis, titis trutîrber may brin-~ tire frrst
irews of oîtr ioss. Tirere caui be, tirerefore, nuo rnpropriety, now
tirat lie is gorre, iii sayirîg tîrat by ail aur rendent Iris tramne rviil bu
mcnîiorren, iris Ioss regrettent as irat of onc liotrorabi3' ideutifierl
iviti tire Literature of Commee anti botîr ai hronme iîmîri abroad-
at Sydney arnd 11lri Kozrg, aI Hnolulu, Vaiparaiso, ann Rlio dle
Janrr as tveil as lonr, Vierîra, Paris, anti Consetantinrople, anrd
rvberever cisc Hurrt's JUerchanis' Makgazine Iras regniar subseribers
and readera, il wiii bu ackaîiowied'ruýd te have not rrrtiatlrftliy repire-
serrted tire trade of Anrerica arni ire world.

Trie tirirty-saveîr volumes cf Ille work shtow at a glatîce Jrow
rapidi1y ils seope, tolerably broani ai the start, iras wvideti witlr
grorving experierrcc, andi titIr tire growth of tire rnatiotn. No marrow

spirit ever prsideti over is pages ; nor le direte îaning aromhr
?uaiît-, carceiy fers imnportantt thari clear insiglît, a %vise plan, or

aaluab inatter; fur rvithout a carefrnl arrangcnnni :.ad ciassifica-
linr of subjects, a work of this krrrd foses hlf irs value, andI is the
mrore conftsin- ftoin tire variety arrd ricîrnese of ils amaterial. But by
irleans of a tigfid classification, tire sertes of tIre MercJrants' Mlagit-
zine is matie to preserit, rvith someting of the metlrod of an e--
ciopenira, iti leading articles atîd utîder appropriate ]tendis, Comn-
mercial I-iistory, Doctrine arn'. Opinion, Mercanrtile Law, tire montlrly
movement of 'lrade àtid Finanîce, Marine Itegulations, tire Statistics
of Rajiroatis, Carrais, anti Population, Baulcrng andi Currenrcy; iii
short, the trade of tire counntry anti Irle age, cliseusseti in ils tircory,
developeti ira practicé, arîdtjournalized irîto books ofliastiug useful-
ness for tIrle Iibrary sîreif andi counting-Irouse desk.

The ricîr frein of Commercial Lrtcrature, tin whica Mr. Hnti
itmdustriottsly workeri, nover xvore a mtore attractive aspec:t, nevcr
promiseti rîcîrer recuits, titan attire moment of iris icaving it.

Sirîce Irle Afercltcntâ' Magazine wvas eý,tabIislred, tweirty yeare
ago, tire population of tire Unîrteti States liras inereased from 17,000,
@Ô0 to 28.000,000 irr rourrid t.umbcrs ; its territory from 2,000,000 t0
3,000,000 square mailes; tire coiriage frotn 560,00,000 10 nîeariy
$600,000,M)0; tire tonuage from Q,U)5,000 to 5,000,00 tous, mi--
m.g our maercanitile marine Ille largcst iri tire tvonti; ocean steam
navigatnon, during titis perioti, lias couac irîlo existence ; the ulecîrie
telegraph, lras conre iiito exi-ence ; Irle clatire territory of tire Union
firas been brouffiî rinrer organrized State or territorial goveruiment:
a rneiprocal free tradte wrth tire Carnadas liras beear establiiedi
Eiir-Iaiil Iraî proclaimeti freedom of trade anti navigatron, andi tire
Unrited States itas become, for the first lime, a regula grain expert-
iîîg nation ; sonne sixtv ocean steami coinpamîte-, nor one of %vhicir,
ilmat rve are aware of, existed twenîy, ycars ago, emtploying about
350 steamers have been establisiiei lin Erîrope andi America; Cali-
fortriair andi Australian goldilias bult rip two !rreat commrunîtres of
our race cri tire Parie arrd ai the antipodes; anti M airoad enrîerprrse
ha,;, iii titis counrtry, due iti tvetîty years thre work of a irundreni.
hnrdecd, Irle groitil of tranie liras been tire controlling mnovemneni of
Irle vorlt iri tire preseut gerîcratiori, whricir ail iiiflîmetrees la polrtues
antd science have rinileti to pusîr forwvarl. .Iapax expeditions, Africani
explorations, golti discovertes, Cinese %vars, ail I]lave trade for
tineir key note. Science anti iiiventiomI,.vhicti, iimbui our tiay, devoteti
tliacir most briiliamt discaveries anrd inLerniorns centrivances iu inricas-
ing tire proticlivenies, of intiustry, ha.ve donc more Nviîiiii tire iast
tltnrty years, titan i ail the cenîtries rvbicir %vent befote, to niuiti-

ml ieans of eorammttiicatioti anmd trarspormaion, facilities miel for
production, but fur tire c.'change of prodmnts ; in short, for the
dcvoiopmenrt, on tiae grandest seule, of trade andi commerce, by
]amnd antd rvaer, dnitestie andlforeigu. 'fite facîs ant igures rvc
hrave briefly rnoticed, shmow planiy1 noungîr that the Utuitc'fi States,
crie cf tire iirst amomîg prducinca aions, anti cetialniy tire greatest
of comîsumucrs, Inas fuit tire ftilii-t force of titis commercial mîove-
meint. Annd tire growtia of out trade is net more -striking- titan Irle
mrew ditrections ihas taken, andi the velicles il cmplo)c. Eports
froin tire East go wcest - Irle merrnirng nreNslpaper repors lu New
Yurk, news by teegrapli of tire arrivaI nt Newv Oricanùs Irle day
before cf a steamer front Havama, bringing news cf Ilte arrivail
liene of a stearner froan Aspinwail, brning trouve of tire arrivai at
Patama of a siearmer whricîî left Sait Francisco -%YiîimIwo maillions of
diollars in goidtv wveeks belore. Sucîr a paragrapir in Ille first,
or im tIne one lirundreti andi first, number of Hlunt's Mcerclinntl' Ma-
gazine would have been sinnply innmnteligib!e. WViterewa Apt.
wvali Wirere uvas tiregolti? Winere wvas occan steam navigation,
or thre eiecic telegraph, twenty ycars ago ? Freight cars wiIi souri


