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LITERATURE.

Britiah Canadian Poets.
Lzcreas oY TaE Rev. £. McDoxzLr Dawsoy.

(Continued from our last.)

Taz Ricar Revo. Geo. JenosaaraaT MorxTaix. Bishop Mountain
who was the son of the first Protestant Bishop of Quehec, and
who died at that city in 1563, was chiefly celebrated for his amiability
of character, and his numerous prose writings. His ‘‘ Songs of the
Wilderness,'' a volume of elegant and classical compositions published
in London (1846), is lost sight of in the number of his more import-
aat works. We must claim, however, that he has added to the
valuable amount of Canadian poetical literature.

The most competent Judges have eulogized the poetical produc-
tions of Miss Haxnixt Axxic WiLkixs. This Lady, better known as
 Harriet Annie,”” possessed ihe facuity of writing in verse whilst
yet a child. She had nearly a volume of Poems composed hefore
she was 14 years of age. Hir published collections of Poems are
¢ The Holly Branch,”’ and ** he Acacia.” The latter work reached
asecond edition which was publishedin 1864. Dr. Charles Mackay
referring to these Poems, speaks of ‘¢ the play of fancy,” ¢ the
poetical feeling,”” ¢ the command of both imagery and language,”
which they possess.

You will not expect that I should say all that could be said, or
even all that 1 could say, concerning the Hox. TrHoMas I)'ArCY
McGsz. This gentleman is so eminent as au_historian, an orator
aud » statesman, that we can scarcely think of him as a Poet. Who
considers McCaulay or the late accomplished Earl of Carlisle as
Poets? And yet, both these orators, authors and statesmen have

written tical pieces of Tut elegance and beauty, which would
have made a reputation for less celebrated men, and clever men too.
Mr. T. D'Arcy McGee would be renowned as a Poet, but for his

gular renown as a writerand lmker of prose. We lose sight of his
ighly meritorious volume of ballads when perusing some of his
orations. And though we delight to behold him bending pensively

1| the spot consecrated by the

over the tomb of the immortal Tasso, and expressing in classical and
melodious verse, the emotivns that arose in his mind, as he stood on
resence of departed genius, this inci-
dent, however interesting, dwindles into insignificance when we con-
sider the statesman and the minister of state representing the interests
of this great Dominion among the Powers of Europe snd at the
centre even of wide Christendom.

Mr. McGee enjoyed in his early boyhood thie friendship and com-
panionship of that truly great man the late Daniel O'Connell. At
the age of seventeen, he came to settle in America. But soon after-
wards, accepting the invitation of Mr. O'Connell to become u member
of the editorial staff of * The Dublin Freeman,”’ newspaper, he
returned to Ireland his native country. Descended from a respect-
able family of Ulster, and rich in the friendship of the noblest and
the best he miiht have lired honored and independent, if not wealthy,
in the land of his birth. But the cause of reform notadvancing in that
country according to his ardent wishes and as all right thinking men
who had at heart the well-being of their fellow-country men, no less
earnestly desired, he once more sought his home in the United States
of America. He had not been long there, when his friends of Montreal
invited him to that citl where he became the editor of the journal
known as ¢ The New Era.”” Whilst yet engaged in cditorial labours,
his fellow-citizens deputed him to represent them in the Canadian
Parliament. He is still (1) (1868) their representutive in the General
Parliament or * House of Commons*’ of the Dominion of Canada.
From May 1862 till May 1863, Mr. McGee held office as President
of the Executive Council, and again from April 1864 until the Union
of the Provinces. In that capacity, he represented the LUnited Pro-
vinces of British North America at the late Dublin Exhibition and
the Expotition Universelle at Paris. If he does not since the Union
of the Provinces occupy the high position of a Minister of State, his
own disinterestedness is alone to blame. At the banquet lately given
in his honor, at Ottawa, and in which many leading representative
men of all the Provinces took part, together with all the members of
the Government except three whose health would not allow them to
leave their homes, the Mayor of Ottawa wh- filled the chair, the
Bishop and a fair representation of the clergy, it was stated by
Sir John A. Macdonald, K. C. B. and Premier of Canada, that Mr.
McGee at the present moment, occupied a higher place in the estima-
tion of his _fellow-countrymen than if ke were al the head of the Gov-
ernment ; for, Ae had sacrified the position whicA ke might Aave Aeld
there,—which ke was asked to hold, in order that all the Provinces
might be more completely represented in the counsels of the Dominion.
This was more than a well deserved compliment. Coming from the
quarter whence it came, and delivered in the presence, in which it
was delivered, it possessed all the value of atribute of the highest
order to disinterested worth, and became historically important.

On his return from his public mission to Europe,—to Dublin, to
Paris, to Rome, Mr. McGee was honored with an ovation by the

(1) This Lecture was delivered the 26th Feb. 1868.




