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WVilliam Pitt, the second son of WVilliamn Pitt, Earl of Chatham,
and of Lady I-Jcster Grenville, w~as borai on the 28tli of Mý'ay, 1759.
Hc 'vas, from earliest childhood, a youth of grenlus and ambition.
At the age of seven years, w~len thc ivhole worlcl was agcitated over
the nies tlîat Mr. iPitt hiad become Earl of Chiatlham, William
exclairned, " I arn -lad that I amnixot the elclcst son. I ivant ta
spcak iii the House of Commons like papa." At tlue age of four-
tccn lie xvas iii intellect a man. \Vhen Haylcy met Iimi at Lynue
in 177â, ]le wvas delighitcd and surprised at lucaring wvit anci wisdomi
frorn anc so young. But thiough strongr intellectuail li e was wveak
physically, and was often ill. As iu the case of \Vilber-force, it ivas
fearcd thiat it wvould, be impossible ta rear anc so siender and Sa
feeblc.

On account of bis feeble hecalth hie wvas not sent ta school like
other boys of the same rank ; but received bis first training at
home under a clergyman namucd Wilson. IHe studied wvith extra-
ordinary succcss. In 1773, when lie entered, Pembrolze Hllu, in the
University of Cambridgc, lie hiaci a knowledge of thec ancient
langruagies and mathemiatics such as fewv men carricd up ta the
collegIe. Hie wvas thic placed under a B3.A. named, Prettyman, wlho
wvas foir marc tluan twvo years the inseparable, and alrnost only, cam-
panion of luis pupil. T1ili lic gra-,duatcd, Pitt liad scarcely onc
acquaintance and neyer wvcnt ta a singlc eveîiing party. At seven-
teeîî lie wvas adrnitted ta the dcgre-e of M.A. witliout an examination.
For sanie years, hiowevcr, lie continued ta reside at college anîd ta
pursue biis studies.

he stock of learning whlicli lie laid ini duriiug this time wvas truly
great, but was ail lie ever lîad, for, during luis busy lifc, lie liad no
time for books. I-e tookz great: dcliglit in Ncwýton's «« Principia,"
aliud studied it caý,rcfullly. He liadi a passioiuate fonidness for uuathe-
inatics, wliicli rcquired ta be cliecked ratiier tlîai cncouraged. H-e
also dcvotcd nuclu tinue and studv ta thuc aîcient classics, aîud at
the agec of twenty liad a tluorougi kznaw'lcdge of Grcek and Latin.
He luad set luis nîiîîd on beixîg iîtirniately acquaintcd witlî ail Greekz
paetry, and, it is said, could rcad the most difficuit passages of the
niost obscure 'vorks of aiucieut literature witlî perfect case at first
siglit. H-e paid vcry littie attention ta mnodernî literature, aîud wvas
intiîuîate witl fcîv English writers exccpt Slua-,kespcarc aîud Milton.
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