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I can think of but one man to be compared with Dr. Gordon for this
pesuliar type of attainments or achievements—Charles Haddon Spurgeon,
who, beyond the seas, built up, like him, a Baptist church with singular loy-
alty to the same apostolic ideas and ideals ; who edited, like him, a monthly
magazine, Zhe Sword und Trowel, and was, like him, an author of varied and
versatile genius ; and died at the same age—fifty-eight—and within twerty-
four hours of the same day of the month—Spurgeon dyiug on January
31st, at five minutes of twelve p.y. (1892) ; Gordon, just as the first day
of February, 1895, passed into the second, at five minutes past twelve p. .,
and both of pneumonia, after a week of delirions illness.

Of Dr. Gordon’s contributions to both the literature and the work of
missions, no reader of the Review needs to be informed. For years he has
been our associate editor, invaluable in counsel end co-operation. His
work in forwarding world-wide cvangelization deserves and will hereafter
receive separate treatment. Suffice it now to say that, without ever having
personally visited heathen and pagan lands, he thoroughly informed him-
self as to the progress of missions. His best ¢“ prayer-book on missions”
was ‘‘ the map of the world,”” which he kept constantly befors him ; and
with the command of Christ as continually in mind, and the spirit of mis-
sions in his heart, he could not live without obedience to the YLord’s last
words. His will was pliant before conviction and affectior, both ol which
were absorbed in a strong, calm, but resistless current of passion for souls.
He could no more limii his Christian activities to Roston or the United
States than the sun could forbid his rays to go beyond Mercury or Mars,
Any less field than the world was too small for such a man. Samuel J.
Mills said he felt, with the Mississippi Valley beforc him, * pent up as in
a pin-hole,” because his heart yearned over the thousand millions of un-
saved souls outside its limits. And so Dr. Gordon’s heart refused to be
satisfied with any travail for souls that would not satisfy his royal Master
and Lord.

As we look back over such a life; it seems so apostolic that it links the
first century with our own. It is no extravagant encomium to say that
there was, in the passionate ardor and fervor of this man of God, that
which reminded of Paul j there was, in his calm discretion and upright-
ness, that which suggested James ; and no one could observe his deep
insight into the wmysteries of the truth and his absolute devotion to the
person of Christ, without thinking of John. Some disciples possess the
active temperament, and abound in energy ; others, the reflective habit,
and, like deep and still waters, mirror keaven ; but Adoniram J. Gordon
uaited in himself both the active and the reflective. While he led the way
in aggressive witness and work and war in behalf of truth and evangelism,
he so sedulously cultivated the devotional opirit that his daily life was a
secret chamber where he communed with God, and whence he camo radi-
ant with the glory of the Holy Presence.




