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emphasized. The mission work is sometimes treated as though it were
all one ; and so indeed it is in principle. But practically there is a great
difference between those who have heard of Christ and those who have
not ; between the indifference of apathy or habitual resistance, and the
indifference of downright ignorance and habitual surrender to the
tyranny of superstition. '

You ask, Why should a man go to Africa? Are there not souls need-
ing the gospel in Nebraska and Iowa, and even in our own cities? I
answer, There are unsaved souls perhaps in your house, but their desti-
tution is not to be coinpared with that of millions in the interior
of China and Africa. These people are without saving faith in Christ;
those are without saving knowledge of Christ. With one class it is
Uight unused, with the other it is darkness unbroken. Paul did not
deny that there were hundreds in Jerusalem who had seen Christ’s
mighty works and heard his divine words, who yet nceded salvation.
but he yearned especially to reach those who had not even heard of
him. 'Theirs was a double destitution—first, not having Christ ; second
not having the knowledge of Churist. ‘

Take our most destltut\, mission districts. Can you find a town
or settlement in the remotest frontier where there is not at least some
pious man ¢r woman who is competent to guide an inquirer? One of
our missionary superintendents went to a small group of hamlets on the
Rocky Mountains, where there was neither & chucch nor a Sunday-school,
but there hie found a poor but pious widow whose humble home was
the gathering place for prayer-meetings, and there was not a soul in
that village that would not know where to go for counsel. But when
Stanley crossed the Dark Continent, from Zanzibar to the Congo’s
mouth, over all those 7,000 miles he found no native thot had heard of
Christ! And in Chind a poor man who had been convicted of sin
journeyed sixteen hundred miles to find an American consul, who, as
he thought, could tell him about the God of the Christians. Were the
question before Paul ufresh for decision, where he would go to preach
the gospel? e would go where no one else would—where there was
the greatest destitution and degradation. If other men feel attracted
to the work of building on other men's foundations, let them do that
work ; but Paul yearned to press into regions beyond, where Christ had
never been named, and so within the life of a generation he carried the
cross over the known world west of the Golden Horn.

That principle of evangelization must be the law of our Christian
life if we are ever to overtake the regions beyond. We must practically
feel that the call isloudest where the need is greatest and the darkness
deepest. Then, while we shall pass by no really needy field nearer
home, we shall press with untiring zeal and contagious earnestness into
the farthest corners of the earth.

II. Paul’s life was regulated also hy the principle of obligation. 1




