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law in its severest arplication. Again he re-appeared in Paris to plead
the cause of relizious Lberty. e and hisfriends did not leave astone
unturned until they had succeeded in securing permission to continue
the workat Villefavard. At once Roussel, his wife and child and
servant, started for the province formerly known as Limousin. The
inhabitants of Villefavard lived on poor bread, chestnuts and milk,
and dwelt in miserable huts, most of them havingz but one room. The
inn-keeper had two rooms. Roussel hired one of them, which he
divided into two by mecwns of sheets and blankets, thus securing
greater comfort. It was not long before Roussel 1ented the other
room for & school, in which he and Madame Roussel began to teach
the children of the village.

Roussel not only obtained permission to preach the gospel, but also
. touse for that purpose the Catholic church, as there were no longer any
Roman Catholics in the village. That permission delighted the people.
Assoon as the official documents arrived, they went to the church, the
altar was removed, the saints were dethroned, all other accessories of
the Ruman €atholic worship were set to one side, and the ministry
proper of Roussel began. This flock hecame sincerely evangelical ;
their lives were 1nfluenced by the word of God, and their children were
taught in the Protestant schools.

The work at Villefavard was no sooner begun than the mayor, an
alderman, and six counsellors of Belladent, a neighboring village, sent
Roussel en urgent appeal to come and preach to their people. There
he started » mission, brought & minister, a school-teacher, and built a
church. He also started a mission in Rancon, another viilage, with a
first attendance of more than five hundred hearers. As in Belladent,
le called a missionary and a teacher. Seldom was there a man
more active. He sought everywhere for opportunities, answered
every appeal, faced every call—and there were many. Let us quote
from « ue of his letters written at this time ; it is like an echo of Ref-
ormation days in Germany :

‘T would like to give you u general idea of what one may expect hiere,
and t» that end I can do no better than to set forth before yovu the ex-
periences of Jast week at Raucon. It wason theday . c.ccounty fair,
The pe1sants came from every direction. A man entered my room as an
envoy from his town. He began by asking me what they should do to secure
amiuister. We were yet speaking, when four persons came in and enquired
when T could go to them to open a station. They have alrcady sent me a
petition covered with signatures. I had scarcely answered them, when o
third deputation from another village entered with a similar request. Be-
fore all had left, four peasants, from four different neighborihg villages,
came to tell me that they and their relatives wished to become Protestants.
At length o fifth deputation appeared to ask mie for cvangelical minis-
trations.”

_Soon afver, fowr new stations werc added to those already men-
tioned, bot Limoges itself, where many Protestant martyrs were



