
some European power, and thus obtain forbis people a written language,
and, -%vhat lie val ued sti)l more, arms and instruction for his ariny in nîilitary
matters, that lie mnighit be more successful in his schenies of conquest.
Through the influence of the Britisli Resident, Mr. Bastjc, lie wvas induce(î
to permit the London Missionary Society to cstablish schools and elîurcbres
there; to reduce the language to writing, and to translate the Seriptures andj
other books into the Malagasy tongue; and to prohiibit the foreignslv
trade. He kept fis promises to the Englislh Go vernmnent; but for hinisclf, lie
wvas an uncultured barbarian and savage; bis wars were markced by COIISL:tt
rapine and license; bis; government wvas stern and oftcu cruel, and hispr.
ate life stained by lust and polygamy. The idol %vorship, a sort of fetichbsnî,
wvas maintined Lb roughout bis reign, the i dol-keepers, rccived their off cri ng,
and the worship of ancestors wvas as active as ever. Yet it nay be sad Io
bis credit, that lie did not suifer the inissionaries to be mnolested in thein'
worki durin-' bis life.

These missionaries of the London ?i.issionary Society left En.glandcarly lu
1818, and commcnced their wvorlc in Madagascar at once. There wvas iinucli
prelimiinary Nvork to be donc; the language wvas to be reduced.to vîng
and thorougtily niastered, school-houses and churclies buit, the desire for.
education awakzened, and even the first ceniments of the kniowleugcý,- of Go(],
as a supremne Governor and Ruier of the universe, introduced into these
darkened minds; then they were to be taughit the guilt and destriuctivencs.q
of sin, and the need of a Redeenier, and made to coînprehiend that Jesuis iail
come to be their Sa%,iour. The -%vork wvas zgreat, and the opposition of tUie
idol-keepers wvas intense and nialignant, but in a wvonderfu1ly short timle
tlîey began to sce tie fruits of thieir labors. The Spirit of God illtifif(l
these dark lieurts, and they crowded to the mnission-bouses to biea.' the W 01(1
of God, and soon a Pentecostal season wvas prescntcd to the eyes of thes
tonishied missionaries. In 1828, ten years after they left England, the Seriîp.
tures of the Nev Testament 'vere translated into this; soft and beautifl
tongue, lhymns of faithi and hope, such as hiad cbeered the saints of God in
othier lands, wvere translated, set to niusic and sting; 100 scijools had beeln
establisbied and 10,000 children wvere under instruction; 15,000 of the people
wvere hopefully converted and betwveen 7,000 and 8,000 had professed tleir
faith in tic churchies; already some of the most promnising-, converts liad be-
grun to preachi the gospel they hazd so lately received, and as the Mala-,asy
are " a nation of orators," their preaching Nvas attended yvith great and pre.
ejous resuits. The churches, Ilwalkîing iu the fear of the Lord and the coni-
fort of the Holy Ghiost, wvere greatly enlarged and muhtilinlied." But t1ue
time wvas soon coming, whien thegenuineness of this work was to lietested by
the fires of persecution.

On the 27th ~JJl,182.8, Radaia, I. (lied at the ag,-e of tbirty-six. Bis suc-
cessor should have been, according to Oriental customi, his uephew, the son
of his sister, a very worthîy young man, but Radania's second wif- (lie
had twelve), a bigoted idol wvorsbîper, and a wvoniau who, rivalcd in bier
crimes Catharine II. of Ruissia, though slie did not possess bier intellectual
or political ability, aided by some of the idol-keepers, iutrigued foi-, and ob-
tained the throne. No sooner %vas she fairly establislied, than sbe put ho
death every near relativeo o~e late kzing, and every proniineut noble who
biad fav-ored Rakzoto, the legîtimate heir to the thirone. S'ne was crowned in
1829 as Ranavalona I. She soon issued a dlecree forbidO in- any foreigners,
especially Europeans, fromn corning into lier dominions: and soon afir an
other, prohibiting the missionaries from teaching religion to the Malngasy, or
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