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DEPENDS FOR RAW MATERIAL

on tho outside world. At tho time of tho
southetn war sho was cut off fium her sup-
plica of cotton, and millions of her artisans wero
reduced almost to starvation. Why? The
ports from which tho cotton came were block.
aded ; and under the laws of neutrality, Britain
had no right to got the cotton. If Australia
were independent to morrow and her porta
wero blockaded, by a power friendly to Britain,
Yorkshire would have no more right to got
Australian wool upon which her industries do-
pend than Lau-ashire van to get southern cot-
ton. If England becomes, as she probably will
in a few years, dependent upon Canada for a
latge portion of her wheat supply, the same
argument would apply to wheat as I have used
with regard to cotton and wool: Summing vp
the matter the position is this, that if a nation
i3 at its centre tho greatest consumer of food
avd raw material, and in ity outlying parts is
the greatest producer of food and raw material,
it should be the first object of statesmauship to
hold both under the same npational flag ; and
thus the working man reserves to himself the
right to keep the waterways of the ocean,
which are the chaonels along which his m-.
dustry moves, open. Theold theory was that
colonies were like fruit which dropped when
ripe from the parcnt stem; it is a truer simile
to compare them to the branches of a tree ; the
stronger they grow the more vicleat will be the
wrench required to part them from the parent
stem.
THE INTEREST FELT
in a place like Winnipeg should be accentuated
by the known facts in regard to what is the
chief protection, All authorities agreo that
the sources from which Eurepe now supplies
dewmand for imported food will rapidly change
within the next few yeure. \We all know what
immense interests are involved in the wheat
trade between the United States and England,
how it not only gives work to the fr-mer but
to the canals, the 1ailways, the gif . eastern
ports and the trans Atlantic shipping. Buat the
highest statistical authorities state that, with
the present growth of population in the United
States, conpled with the exhaustion of the
wheat areas, that country will, within the next
fifreen or twenty years, be ucable to supply
England wlth a bushel of wheat. Such a
change will incvitably lead to a speedy and ex-
tensive development of the wheat areas which
wo possess. I often tell Eoglish audiences that
I expect, in a few years, Eogland will be diaw-
ing her wheat supplies almost entirely from
her own colonies, and largely irom the North.
west of Cacada. Nor do I think this an exagge-
ration. Tho question then of our close connee.
tion with England is one of vital interest.
Imagine the machinery of industry and com.
merce which will bo set in moticn on the {faims,
tho railroads, tho shipping of the great lakes
and cauals, and the castern ports, if this coun.
try had every year to supply to Eagland 100,.
000,000 bushels of wheat. The question of the
pational flag would then mean oven mora to us
than it does now. There is
A FINANCIAL ASPECT

of this question which I would like to mention
to the board of trade: England is the greatest
money lending country in the world. The
colonies are thoso which bave the largest un-
devcloped resources, The position of England’s
colonies with regard to the mouey that thoy
borrow is quite unique. When they borrow
monoy they are able to spend it on rajlways,
caoals, and other productive works. When
countries like Russia, France or the powers of
South Amecrica borrow money they have to
spend a Jarge proportion of it on defences, mili.
{ary or naval. Wo are saved all this. I have
sometimes put the point thus to Australiaa
andicnces: If as a private individual you wish
to borrow money, you have to pay theinsarance
of your houze, your shop or your gcods. When
tho colenies borrow from England® she gives
them tho insurance of her army and navy, the
protection of which gives'tho cheapest capital
n the world ; and after that she throws herself

io the open market for everything that they
produce. No young countrics in the world ever
borrowed money under such favorable con-
ditions; and yoa will agree with moia thinking
that the closest connection betiveen the great-
est moncy lending country in the world, aund
young countrics requiring capital fur thewr do-
velopment will certainly bo the best for the
latter. The trade question has two aspects.
In the last few ycars there has been a great
change in public feoling in England. Free trade
is no longer a fetish., Mauny stateamen and
commercial men are ready to discuss the
question of free trade  Many would be will
iog to adopt a preferentisl arravgement for
the good of the empire, but there is a difficulty
at present.  Of tho 160,000,000 bushdls of
wheat which Ergland requires, Carada
at present only furnishes alLout 6,000,000 ;
the whole empire less than 25,000,000 bushels.
Until we have increased our producing capa-
city it is unceasunable to expect England to
change her whole policy in view of the intense
commercial and iodustrial competition in
which she is engaged. A great industrial de-
pression might at any time drive England into
a protective system ; but nothing shurt of that
is likely to do it at present. Such a change
would no doubt develop very rapidly our
wheat producing capacity. But there is ano-
ther way in which this could be done ; and it
is a method which deserves consideration, If
the strirgency of our protective system wero
relaxed ; if the farmers of the Northwest, by
the admission ¢f cheap Euoglish goods, were
able to producoe his wheat and meat, and other
food products, twenty or thirty ptur cent.
cheaper than his rival on the south of the boun.
dary line, there is no doubt that this western
country would get a stimulus quito as great as
any tlat would be given to it by a protective
tariffl. In this great question, no doubt, the
supposcd interests of castern and western Can-
ada are struggling agaivst cach other. Trade
matters, however, are in a state of flux all over
the world. The late elections in the United
States show that this is trae in that country.
The true view scems to be that England and
her colonics should look at trade questions as
one nation ; and then, whether the drift of
events turns towards fair tradeor towards free
trade, our nation will be able tu take the great
cst possible advantage of the condition in which
she finds herself.  Federationists should not
stake too much upon preferential trade. As I
have shown, great fundamental political and
commercial effects a2 involved outside of thia.
Safe trade is nccessary, whether we have fair
trade or free trade, and only national unity can
sccure us safe trade. I am ocrly able to touch
upon a few topics ; but I believe if you study
this question trom allits different angles, you
will find that, not simply from the sentimenial
point of view, but from the hard facts of busi-
pese, the unity of the Brttish empire is a
thing to which every patriotic Canadian ought
to direct his best efforts.
et

The Agricultural Depression in
England

A number of the leading agricultural papers
of Britain have of late been discussing the sub-
ject of the agricultural depression io Eunglaad
and have given thoughtful opinions as to its
cause and remedy. In connection with that
discussion the following letter from Mr. A. J.
MacMillan, Manitoba’s agent at Liverpool, to
the oditor of the Bradford Observer has been
given wide publicity :

To the Editor of the Bradford Obscrver.

S1B,—Your leader this morniog on the farm.
iog situation in the United Kingdom is timely.
No doubt tho truec solution of the difficulty for
British farmers lies in lower ronts. This is un-
fortuoase for landlords,and whilst they are tobo
piticd, it must be remembered that they aro in

much the same position as those who jnves
money in stocks and shares which afterwards
depreciato in value.  The cconomic forces by
which the world is moved have changed, ard
are censtantly charging. Steam and electricity
have, nv regards murkets, brought the prairie
farmers of Western Cavada and the Ubnited
States of America practically to our own doors.
It costs littlo more to ship graiv and cattlofrom
those distant markets to Londun or Livcrpool
than it does to send them from tho iaterior of
England to the same markets, In connection
with this it must be borne in mind that tha
farmers of those western lands have a magaifi-
cent climate to aid them in their work, and
rates an'l taxes are exceodingly low. In many
parts of Maaitoba, for instance, rates and taxes
are not more than from £2 to £3 per annum on
160 acres of land.

I find in Great Britain aud Ireland that somo
people cudeaver to find comfort in the beliof
that ere long the United States will cease to ex-
port grain and cattle, requiring them for home
consumption. It is possible, even probable, that
before the end of the century the Un:ted States
will export lese graiu and fewer cattle than to-
day, but that in itseif will not materially help
the British farmer, because other countries are
rapidly coming to the front as exporters of
agricultural produce.  Take Westorn Canada
as anexample. Last year Musitoba alone pro-
duced some 25,000,000 bushels of wheat and
from 12,009,000 to 15,000,000 bushels of other
cercals—ia all, nearly 40,000,000 bushels. The
arca under wheat has doubled within four
yeare. Lees than ten years since Manitoba did
not export anything. Th province covers an
area of 76 C00,00U azrev  rdonly 1,300,000 are
yet cultivated, so tha "-nduction of wheat
and the rearing of caitle o there zre only yet
in their in Some tw  ycars since Mani-
tola I scan to export cattle, and 1 believe near-
1y 4,000  «d were exported last year, and the
increase in .ve stock is even greater than that
in the production of grain.  \What is truo of
Manitoba is probably true to :ome extent of
other countries ; and old country farmers, if
they are wite, will nole theso fucts and bear
them in mind in making arrengements for the
future.—I am, &c. A. J. McMiriax.
Bradford, October 24th, 1892.

The Lumsden Dyking Co. have completed
arrangements for the early prosecution of the
work. It is expected that in the course of a

few days reclaiming of the Sumas lands will be
fairly under way.
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