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sembly, composed of representatives
from each General Synod, who should
possess no judicial authority, except
in a very fow cases, specially entrusied
to them, and e«sential to gencral unity
and order. Among these cases we
might enumerate the superintendence of
all theologival colleges; the framing of
laws eonnected with the admission of
candidates for the ministry; theright of
deciding in all cases of heresy; aud the
manag cment of foreign missionary ope-
rations, Were the wholc ordinary dis-
cipline of the, Church thus confined
to Presbyterics, Synods, and General
Syaods, within the respective States,
the Uisturbing questions arising from
particular local institutions, would be, in
1 great measure, avoided; and an As-
scmbly, with definite power to legislate
in the instances above stated, might be
able to preserve a due degree of union
and contormity, and regulate the general
and combined operations of the Church.

¥er thereasons alrcady stated, we did
not return to the Assembly on the fol-
lowing day, but cimpluyed oursclves i
\isiting several  literary  institutions
within the city, and, amon s the rest, the
Western Theological Scminary. It
occupies a censpicuous position on the
summit of a steep hilly of an clevation
to try onc’s breath in scaling it, and
comunands a beaatiful view of the Mon-
ongaliele and Alleghany rivers, and of
their junction into the far-fluwing Olio.
The building is too small, its architec-
ture too huable, for the clevated site it
vecupies,  Although a receut crection,
st scems as of it were already falling
wmto decay. The inwriur, so far as it
was revealed to us, dues not contan
vue decently finished apartment; the
gieater part is unfinished, unfuniched,
ad ramvas.  The library, indecdy is
Jage and lofty toviny containing a pretty
extentsive cullecion of heohs, many of
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them donations from Dritain, but little
care secmed to be bestowed on their
arrangement and  keeping, The num-
ber of students did not much exceed
twenty: it being vacation time, most or
all of them were absent, Only one
professor resided within the building, a
voung manywho conducted usthroughit,
and showed us much friendly attention.
He attributed its present low state to
the divizion by which the Church was
rent, and despaired of secing better
days until that was healed. The
Seminary is unendowed; hus only three
professors; and were we to judge of the
state of literature and theology from
the means provided here for advancing
them, our judgment would be very un-
favourable. An American college of
this clusg, would hardly tahe the prece-
dence of a grammar scheol in Scot-
land.

Independent of the particulur and
occasional evils to which the present
low state ! this college was attributed
by Professor N—, other inauspicious
intlucnces, of a morc incurable nature,
may be discovercd, blighting the Liepes
of literary institutions in general, in
this country. Learning cannot be ea-
pected to fluurizh vigorously in a cons-
munity, in which no prizes, no lionours,
no recompense arc awarded toit. Inthe
United Statcs it cannot raise its posses-
sor to political puwer or office. It
would rather disqualify him for com-
plying with the humours of *¢ the fierce
democracy,” on whose veice every pub-
lic oflice depends. Of what awvml 1t
may be in the professions of law and
medicine, we cannot say; but the
Church furnishes a melancholy picture
of the rewards of learning witlun her
domain.  This will serve to eaplaiu the
fact universally admitted, that candi-
dates fur the sacred winistry, are with
the utmost difficulty obtaiucd, notwatli_



