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ance and sanction. Nor can we contemplate without a lively, though
pýinful interest, the fierce and bloody, persecutions to which the first pro-
fessors were, for a series of ages subjected, and the noble heroisîn 'with
ivbicli they were enâibled by' DJivine grace to encounter death, in its most
appalling forms, rather than deny the name of Jesus. lIt is instruective,
too, to trace from the beginning the course of error in the church, and
to observe hoiw Gnosticisim, and other delusions, ming-led themselves with
the pure doctrines of the Savlour and the Aposties, and produced another
gospel than thiat of Jesus Christ.

lIn our other department, the critical reading- of the Scriptures, I
propose this season to endeavour to bring- under reviewv the chief facts
recorded in fixe gospels, especially thiose relating- directly to Jesus Christ.
lit seemns desirable that, during- our four years course, we should read at
least the doctrinal portionsof what, are called thje theological Episties-
to the Romans, the Galatians and the liehrew's; and besides that, there
is.perhaps nothing; so -important as the inspircd narrative of the hirth, life,
death, resurrection and ascension of our blessed Redeemer. Our subjeet
of readingc in Greek this year, then, wvill be more extensive ilban usual,
whicli iviii render it impossible for us to examine ail the words and phrases
that occur, with. our %wonted rninuteness. But, though 1l continue to holfl
that a small portion of sci-ipture thoroughly examinedl is far more fitted
to be useful, ibhan a larger portion cursorily and superficially passed over,
yet it is evident that the narrative writing in thxe gospels by no means
requires, the saine strict and close inspection as the subtle doctrinal dis-
cussions of the apobtle Paul ; and to at Ieast a portion of the students,
probably the more copious reading rnay be both more interestiug and
more instructive than our usual mode of procedure. 1 am. anxions to
require the purchase of as few books as possible. But it is almost
impracticable to make any progress -in the critical reading of the New
Testament withoiit a Lexicon devoted to that subject. I.{obinson' s is
most readily procured, and is exceedingly valuable. A Concordanceaiso
is of great utility, and that whi I .would recommend is flic Englishman~s
Greek Concordance of the New Testament. lt is as couxplete and
correct as any I knoiv, and being in the vernacular tongrue, it is more
easily consulied, even by a g1ood scholar, than if in the original. A criti-
cal commentai-y also ivould ianifestly be very desirable. Works of ibis
class are to a ninister, like tools to, an artizan ; and if 4*udiciously chosen
they would serve for life. Econonxy in expenditure mnust, of course, be
observed, but how mucli better is it 10o devote -%vhat cati be afforded bo
articles of this kind than to inferior and ephemneral productions! lIn
Eebrcw, on which ive shall not enter tilt after the Christmas recess, we
shall read a few chapters of Genesis, and afterwvards soine sclecrcd portions
from other p-arts of the Bible. The Grammar and Lexicoîî I wouid.
i-ecommend to 1beginners, are those used in Ulniversity College-ilie %vork%
of Gesenins. Alon27 -witli fixe passages in H~ebrelv ive shali read the cor-
respondingr portions of the Septuagîint.

To this critical readincr of the wgord of God, I attachi the very bighbest


