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of the civilization of the frontier
races of Burna make one of the
most romantic, one of the most
arresting chapters in the recent
story of imperial rule.

The ethical problems presented
by this fringe of non-Burmese races
are of moment not only iii thern-
selves, but also by reason of thecir
bearing upon the manners of Cen-
tral Burma. For the most part
they have been untouched by the
Buddhist cuit. and -where the tenets
nf the Aryan apostie have exercised
any sway at ail, they have formed
but a thin veheer upon the priniary
thoughts and spiritual aims of the
lowlier peoples. 'For while the
Burman venerates the memory of a
teacher who now enjoys the bliss of
non-existence, the Shan and the
Karen, the Kachin and the Clîu.
are wvorshippers, eager, sincere,
aibeit worshippers of unseen spirits.
One and ail, these peoples are suf-

fused throughi and through wvith
an tinfaltering faith in the potency
of nature. Their religion is pure
aniism. No act of life may be
approached without a sacrifice, no
journey may be begun, no hut
erected, no foray planned, unless it
be sanctified and muade secure hb'
propitiation of the guardian " nats,"
who are ever at hand to wvreak thieir
impish vengeance upon the impionls
and the faithless. At the entry of
every mountain fastness, upon the
prow of every canoe, in the yoke
of every buffalo, you may sec the
twig, the rag of cloth, the amulet of
Stone, wvhereby the spirit-wor-
shipper proclainis his piety, his re-
cognition of the personality that
pervades ail nature.

This is the Mongoli inheritancc,
and it colours; the dailv life evenl
of the sincere votary of the lord
Buddha. To him no sacrifice is
made, for the candie and the lotuis
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