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H lE first great work of Solomon'8 risign
was the building of tle temple, thus fai-

filling the prophecy in 2 Sain. 7 : 12, 13. R
Cook o-ver eighit years ta complete il, It *was
crected on Mounît Wloriah, thoughit by some
ta be the place where Abraham intended ta
offer up his son Isaac, Gen. 22: 2. This tem-
ple, several tiines pillaged by the enernies of
leraol, was utterly destroyed by Nobucliad-
xezzar, King of Babylon, 415 yoars after ils
dedicatian, 2. Rings 25: 8,9. The temple was
dodicated in the month called"11 Ethaniim," our
Septemiber, ch. 8 : 2. Salnmon had asseînbiod
al[ the leading mon of Israel and tiii the
priests. An immense crowd gathered ta wit -
ziess the ceremonies vs. 1-4. he Ark was
first carried frarn Zian, where David had
placed it, 2 Sain. 8: 17, ta the " Oracle," or
Most hl place, in the temple, v. 6. It con-
tained only thle tables of th l aw, v. 9, Exod.
40: 20. A elaud like ona which liad led Israel
tbrough the widerniess, called in v. 11, 1'thea
glary of the Lord," 1 filled the hause, striking
tha behoiders Nvitlî awa. Salamon solemnly
blessed the people, and briefly addrossed
them, vs. 15-21. Then, kneelin befare the

altareh spread forth his biaudsi ta beaven and
offered the beautiful prayer of consecration -re-
carded in vs. 22-53. V. 54. Kneling-Ile biad
first stood, v. 22, but iwhen be prayed, ha knelt,
2 Cliran. 6: 13, a nable example ta the multi-
tude when they saw their Ring thus humbling
ltimself befare the Lard. V. 56. Thc£re 7m.3
iiot failed one viord-Goëd la ever mindful of bis
covenant, Ps. 111 : 5; '2 Car. 1: 20. Therefore
his people can rest surely. V. 57. God bewukt
us-to giva us rest and pence, Exod. 33: 14-16.
To be forsaken af (lad is the depth of misery,
2 Chron. 15: 2. V. 58. Incline our hecaris-
Withaut the help of God, our bearts wauld
always incline to evil, Ezek. 11 : 19-20 - Phil. '2:
13. his bielp is abtained by prayor, ICEph. 6:
18; Phil. 4: 6. V. 59. Tizat lie maintain-WVe
pray for the saine favaur. Christ maintains
the cause of bis disciples against the ad-
versary, Rev. 12: 10. Mi ail limes-So that aur
istrength inay ba as aur days, iDeut. 33: 25.
'This will giorify Gad befare ail men, v. 60, and
lead niany toféar Hlm, Jash. 4: 24. V. 62.
J3e.vrfc-Let aur piety ba complote in ail its
parts, Matt. 5; 48. V. 63. Sacrifices af peace
offerings, on an unprecedented scale, now con-
cluded the solemn proceedings. 1-lenceforth
the bouse wauld be known as tbe "~ Temaple of
the Lord"' Christians are tem ples of (lad, 1
Cor. 3: 16. They are also dedicated to, hlm.
lience their duty to live ta the glory of (lad, 1
Cor. 10: 31- Lot us tiierefore, as many as be
perfect, be thus minded, Phil, 3: 15.
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SNDER Soloinon's wi-e mile, the commer-
cial relations of Judoea with foreign

lands were rapidly develop3d. lHe caused a
uavy t> bo built, eh. 9 - 26, and kent it te dis-
tant ports. whenca it brought back mucli
wealthi, cli. 10: 22, and hiis offih:ers made known
his %wislomn and greatness. V. 1. T/w Queen
of ,Shba-heard thus of Solomnon's fitme. It
is not certain wlîere Sheba wvas situated.
Some think it Nvas la Ethiapiu, athers in Southi
Arabia, where spices, gold anîd preeious stones
are still found, v. 2. Tte Name of the Lord-
If lie Nva the author of Soiomon's wisdom,
shie ivisled te lcnow mare af him. Slie did
not think thiat travollin- froa "'the ends of
the earth" mras payiiîg tao ilîi for the knaw-
ledge she soughit. Ilenco, Jesus luolds lier up
as an example to thase mon wlio, having the
menus of grâce at their v-ery doors romain
indifféerent, Matt. 12: 42. V. -«. Ged-Like
tho wise mon af the Eat, slie came not eompty
handed, IVatt 2: 11, Prov. 3: 13-15. V. 3..
Questions-To a11 of these, wbetlîcr important,
frivalous, or captious, Solonion ews
answers. V. 5. Ilis ascent-She was deeply
impressed with the maýznificeîice of Solonon's
court, but above ail with tho 1 rofund respect
wîth wh,îch lia approachied thle altar of the
Lord. luis devotion and ezirnestness -\era so
different from the perfuiictory way. of the
heatlien priests in their official warslîip, that
"lthora, was ne mare spirit . n hier." She L-tood
amazed, and owned, not onlv that ail sue, lad
heard wns true, but, v. 7, that t1e half-had
not been told. Thus, when men, hearing eof
Christ's glory, and of his &reat salvation, coma
ta hlmi and get ta know hM, thoy find raeola-
fions of bis love undreamt of beforo, 1 (Cor. 2:
9, 10. And yet the graces that can ha known.
now are nat tho hait' of thase yat te be raeoal -
ed, 1 Peter, 1:- 4, 13; Itsv. 7: 15-17. V. 9.
B!cssed be-tho, Lord, thy Godi1 Tho Queo.- of
Shieba became a royal convert ta the God of
Israel, for she ack-nowledged: 1sf, his power,
"lihe soet thea ;"1 2nd, lus loe, "i the Lord iorcd;"
3rd, lus faithfuiness, "forever," and bis right-
oousness,for hae made' Solomon kingi" Io du judg-
mient and justice"' V'. 10. ,She gavc-proving
that lier faith was a living ana, by lier works,
Jas. 2: 17. V. 10. 120 talents--About fire
millions and a hait' of dollars. TI'ruly, a ro;ai
gift I V. 11. .ilmuq-trees-the black acacia,
(Icalmet). V. 13. Athough Sciomnonw~as rich
enougli not ta neea the Queen of Sheba's gifts,
hie accapfed themn graciously, and gava lier
1«aIl she asked for," and More sf111, "'of hi.,
royal b,)uity," a type of Christ, wheo acceptis
the littie we can do) for 1M, grants us aur
prayers, and gives us abova ail that we ask or
thlik" Eplb 3: 20.
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