The Cross: Ue

ward to ask them if they wished to de-}ceive on the following day the sadra-
part., They instantly assembled and ment of matrimeny. ‘During the -
delibernicd, and zave this answer : ‘\We solemn Mass,sermons delivered in three
came here to fulfill a religious duty. tanguages ; fer the inhabitants of the .
and vot to treat on husiness ; another neighbourvood, seme through faith,,
time we shall attend to thai  As the and others through curiosity, were de~
general pressed them again on ihat sub- sirous of witaessing the ceremony, and
jeet: ‘Yee, said they, ‘we shall depart ; tiie chapel was filled with attendants.
but the first condition of our depariure Immediately on thé eession of the grave
is, that we shall have a priest to ac- chant of the churck, the Indians en-
company us.’ jtoned their pious hymns. We did'not
“The next day, at 11 a’clock, we understand their language ; but there
saw them arriving in a line, to the was in their accent something so ten~
aumber of nearly eizhty. mounted upon der, and the recol.ection expressed in
hanisome horses. The women held their voie- 8 had for us sowany charms,
their children in their arms, and car that I with difficulty restrained my e,
rizd behind them all the luggage o. the /motion.  When we came to the mo-'.
family ; amongst them the woman is mentof communion, my tears flowed in
still the servant. The man came next, abundaace.  The men presented thema"
dressed in their best attire ; they tra- selves finst, the women came then,
versed in silence the neightoyrinz'enveloped in their white blankets, as in
town, for the chief of prayer had for-’a religious veil. Being prostrated du--
bidden them to stop in it an account of tiug the ccremony, all advanced on
the snares laid for their simplicity ; their knces to the bely table 1 we may
they then passed the beautiful river St.: belicve, that had they known any other
Joseph, and .arrived at Our Lady’s..mode of expressing greater humility,
"There they taok their places around the 'they would bave practiced it. After’
Lake; each family pitched their tent'having received their God, they re.]
and lighted their fire. Bat the Priest;mained motionless, and one might hare
with the long black gown, was alread, :supposed them dead, were it not their
waiting for them in the clhiapel, to pre-|lips moved slowly, and their faces ap-
pate them for the solemnity. During|peared lizghted up. No, [ bave never
three days he extorted then, instruct- | anywhere witnessed such recollections
ed them; and heard their confessions ;|and piety. -
and these doci'e children so completely | «Ina short time after, these poor In-
forgot everything tiat regarded not®dians quitted, never to see them m'ore;,.'
t'ie care of their souls, that, on onc!the places: which they had so *many
oceasion, at sun-set they had notas yet!reasons to love ; the day of their em-
taken their morning foed. f{tis true, igration was come Ancient mastery ,
that 2 mistake was the cause of this ri-|of the forest, they weze now dispos- -
gorous fasting, but not one of the In-}sessed of it ; their villages had dispas .
dians thought of complaining. peared ; they had no longer any landsy
« At length, the wished-for day,]|necessity obliged them to depart, 2ad, .
they assembled early in the morning ;i they had to forsake.all, even the ash~
the prayer began, and two neophytesjes of their iatbe;; L
were baptized i twe others wege to.re-{ I pow learp wilh + Hon s £0 g
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