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tig ‘to'us, "sidce ‘hiere. ve hatve to tonsitet the
love which-this hely- snd sublie -ereatite “bears:
16§y she, who has-abdve hér nothing:that -is-not
God, and vho,witligut beingegodiherself, npproach-
esifievertheldss oh eviry side to'the Divinity —
Now this:love which:she bears us surpasses every
oth¥r love, inasmuch 4s the dignity of this admira-
ble Virgin-is superior to that of 'all ereaturés,: for
it'is ot only & tender, ardent, heroic, generous
love, but we may say it is ‘an excessive love,
which seems tb-passull-limits, Why? Because
Mary by a prodigy of charity towards us, has gi-
vea her divine Son for our salvation, and, God as
he 'was, she offered and sacrificed bLim for usi—
When. Jesus Ohrist wished to show the niost os-
tonishing:effect  of the charity of the Father, he
saidy;that:he had *s0 léved the world, as to.deli-
ver-higonly son.  John iii. 16. This is what
the great Apostle calls'the exeess of -God’s love for
men : Lropter nimiam charilateny swam qua di-
lezit nos. 'Ephes.ii. 4. Now tha:heart of Mary
has been-capable:of a similar excess.of love.: she
alsg has delivered upher only Son, the adorable
feuit of ther womb,.fdr the redemption of the world
with this difference, that this great sacrifice cosf no
pdinsto:theeternal: Father, who is essentially im-
passible, but it causedianguish so bitter, :so pro-
found, itothe mast tender, the most feeling of:mo-
thersythat no-expression can.be found: to give a-
just idearof the:martyrdom she..endured. ; a mar-
tyrdom: which' commenced  not on Calvary, but
evén from the moment sune redeived the visit.of
the angel. Assoon &s-it was announced:to her
that she would have a Son who would be ealled
Jesusithat:is to- say ‘Saviour, she comprehended
all that this name. signified ; she knew she was
called to bring forth- to the world the victim of
the-human-race. She consented and by her vo-
luntary acceptiony she devoted hersell-to all the
desolations inseparable from such a destiny.—
What joy could she .at that moment feel? what
cotld zlleviate her pain? During the time.that
she bore the divine Infant in her womb, that she
nourished him with-her milk, that. she saw him
advance in age, she ‘ceased.not to-have-the heart-
rending thought present to ber mind,. that he was
growing up for-sactifice. She could not banish
from her mind the frightful linuges of the garden
of Olives, the Protonium, or Calvary.  All that.
forms_the Consolation- of other -mothers, was
was;chauged into-bisterners for-hér:  When Je-
sus extended to biér his-mmocent’ hards,. she._be-.
lieved alteady that -she saw .them loaded with.
chains, or pierced with the nails.that were to fas-
tenihew to the ¢ross. If he smiled at his mother
orfizxed on ber*a ‘tender look; or solicited her
t{qlgegge?,:-g,lxq..-r_ep:gggntgd‘ to. herself; by: a cruel
anticipation, his eyes obscured and faintivg in-

death ; his face dovered with blaod' and tearsy kis
whi le body one con{indqd wound, It wasaor-
tyradm at every ihstunt, \which love alone could
makeé her support!  Behold' her co-operate to-
wards the sufferings of thié adorable son, and be-
come 1n our favor the minister of the rigorous de-
ighs of 'his Futher in his regard.  Ihd she nnt
deliver liim to the knife of circutngision, that A3
blood might begth to flow for us?  Did she 1ot
carry him in her arms to the tample, there to viier
him as our vielim, and to solemnly devoto
him to death ! On what may wé suppose the fa-
miliar discourses of Jesus and Mury turned, dir

ing the thirty years they lived in the retreat 07
Nazareth ? ~ Was it not on this same passion "of
which he afterwards continually spoke to his
Apostles, and which was the constant subject of
all his thoughts?” What conversations for a mo-
ther, and what deep wounds.did not each dis-
course inflict upon her beart! Yet, she nevey,
had the weakness of St Peter to exclaim: ¢ Lord,,
be it far from thee, this.shall not be unto thee.”?,
Matt. xvi, 22. On the’ contrary, she inflames,
still more (he ardent desirés of her Son: they,
drink together, and inebriate themselves in antici--
pation, withi the bitter wine of this fiightful cla-
lice, and mutually ahimate each other to drink 1o
the Aregs, that We may be saved. Need we pro-"
duce any othef pioof.thag-her conduct when the,
fatal'hour arrived-? Ah! iy sisters, what a spec- |
tacle is now presented to our view ! and whe
could contemplate it without being affected 2—
The Son of man is cundemned to dic; already’
overwhelmed withi the most insulting outrages, ex--
bausted of blood and strength, loaded. with g, ;hea~
vy eross, under whichhe falls, he is rather draga,
ied than conducted’to” the place of executioni—m
The pious women' wfx_;’»knnw his innocence, .and:
see him.reduced fo this sad extremity, .cannot re.,
strain their sighs, and fill.the,air with their lamenc-
tations. Where is'his mther ? Hag she fled far;
from the theatrg where.so horrible a acene is pre-,
pared ? Is she gone to bury in darkness her pro.-
found and insuppoitablée.grief?  Has she remaip-"
ed expiriug and’forforn in her own. dwelling 2’
Ah ! she is near to'the vietim, she ascends beside
hitx the inourifain of Sacrifice, and the gospel.does
not mention that she wept ;-she sees the. execution-,
ers strip her Son, lay him inhumanly op the fa-
tal' wood, bury, with redopbled blows, the naits.
into his hands and.feet ; she sees his tears flovr,
stidam dowri on évery side ; she.héars his sobs.snd
sighs; interniingled with the criés of rage, and.-bar~
barous insults of his enemies. It is not at.a:dis-
tance, like the holy women, and timid- friends:of
the Saviour, that she. assists at.sp cruel a spectas
cle. No, sheis even .at the foot of the ross,in;

the midst of the executioners and soldiers, go neat



