
forgotten. Thoy hava refusod Loba ladby an
agitation basad on croed diffarancae and hava
effactually mat upon tisair corgy, who triad
ta farce tisam into snobs a position. This is
tise moaning at losat whiois would be takon
from, tise vote in Quoboa, based on a super-
fioial viow of the resuit. Howaer, tha
aotual meaning of a popular vuoais aflton vory
difierent fromn what it would naturafly be
supposed ta be.

In tisa Maritima Provinces tisa Cansurv-
atives have a omali majority, but tisoy faiiad
ta make ihe clean sweep tiser tisat it was
claimed tisey would. Premier Tuppor's
strengtis in~ that part af thse country %as
aounted upon te give tise gcvernmant a very
large majority in those provinces.

In tise West the reuit has coma out fairly
close ta caloulations, aud the Libaral party
owe their victory flrst te Quebea and secondly
to tise West. British Columbia, which bas
always returnod a solid government cantin-
gant, has elected four Liherals out ai a total
of six members. I. tisa Territorles, whicis
has alsa always retuarned a solid governiment
support, but one governniont candidate was
elected, and that ona bas a majorlty of only
twa, wisich wilI prabably bu chsangea ta
a minorlty on a recaunt. Manitoba neyer
before sent more tisa a committea of
one ta assist thse Liberals, but now clects
three mambers in opposition ta the gevern-
ment. The scisool question and opposi-
tion ta tisa higi tarif! were tisa princi-
pal feutures which lad ta th-s resuit in tha
West. A remarisabla fMature of the cam-Ipaiea in thse West was thse promise from the
Premier himsalf, ai large axpenditures of
mouey ou public works. ln thms neýw ra-
gions, where public improvazuente are se
urgently needed, these promises no dGubt
had a great effect, but not sufficient ta avar-
cama thse Libera candidates ontirely. Now
that th-) electiona are over, Tise Commercial
rnay bu permitted ta express its bellef that
election promnisce af expanditures af this
nature amxe xtremely abjectionabla, and
ahould ha frawned upan by those wiso favor a
clean cantest.

Th-3 resuit ?n Winnipeg may justly ha con-
sidered tisa greatest surprise af tisa contest,
in the West at leait. At tisa beginnlig ai
tise campaign, papular opinion, so far as it
could bu gaugod by surface indications, sp-
peared tabe largely in favor of Mr. Martin,
and it was tbougist Mr. Macdonald sbowed
great moral courage iu undertaking the con-
test. Blght horo at.ta Eeat af tise school
question difficulty, whera tisa people havà so
fervently declared for national sciso'-ii, tisa
very framer af thea nationrI scboal, bill was

fdefeated. The resuit would an tisa surface
~indicate tise flcisienees ai public opinion, and
jWinnipeg already bas gained notoriety
for ficklancss in this direction, awing te tise
remsrks ai a lata mamber ai tise now dafeated
governmant. Hlowever, ta tisose wiso undor-
stand tise local situation, thora wore atiser
causes enterirzg tisa cantest whicis v.nuld
initigate tise churge against Winnipeg ai
fickieness of tb.is nature. In a city of this
mixe thare ls a cansiderabla labor vote whicis'wau influanced by tisa promises af expansive
publie works. A grat effort was alsa made
to prove that Mr. laurier wss as strangly

rIadgad ta zoarcion as was tisa Tuppar gov-
ornmant. Mr. Macdonald'm personal popul.r-
ity, and tha prestige ai his position as a min-
ister in thsa gavernmant, countad for much ini
hlm favor. But iL seems alinost impassible
that any combinstion ai ciraumstances oa
acaunt for tise dafoat of Mv. Martin squaraly
in Winnipeg, in tisa face ai publia opinion
he an tise mlhoal question, unlesa an thse
aforesaid ground ai thsa axtrama flokienees ai
publia opinion ln Winnipeg. Tise fight in
the city. was the most vigarous ana aver made
hem, and it le certain tkat thse geverament
looked upon tha carrying of Winnipeg as a
nacessary féature ai tisoir coarcion pahioy.
Theo is muais talk about bribery ln WVinni-
peg. Tha Commercial bsas no comment-3 ta
maka as ta sunob alegations; but cert.ainly
tise eleetion he aems ta hava been bungled,
as is iudicatod by the fact tisat voting was
tempovariiy stoppod at saîeral polling boatss,
owing ta ballots running out. An analysis
of tisa vote lu Winnipeg shows that it was by
fair tise largest ever cast here. Mr. Martin
isad 689 more votes tissu ha received at tise
by-election wison ha was first returned for
WVinnipeg, two yaa ago, and Lise total vote
was 5,796, as compared with 8,907 at thse
by-election.

The resuit af tisa oleations in Manitoba
would indicate un tise surface that a large
number ai people boe are lu favor of tise
coarcion policy of tise Conservatiya govern-
ment. Thsis is tisa only meauing whicis an
ha taken from tisa vota; but expressions ai
public opinion ara often very misleading, and
lu the cam ai Manitoba, (aud pcssibly it may
ha the sane in Quehea), thse vote certainly ba.
lies thse actuel feelng an thse scisoal question.
Tha vote in Manitoba may ha accounted for
ta sme extant by tise fact that many people
considered the scisool question as practically
dead, and that no furtiser attempt would ha
made ta pass a coorcion bill, no maLter wbxcis
party caxried tise day. Secandly, two Lîheral
candidates were defaated by thse advent of a
tisird party candidate, running on practically
tis meplatfarm as tiseLiberals. WhUa tise
Patrons did net succeed in electing a candi-
date, tisay encceeded in Splitting thse vota
against coercion and ln favor ai tarif! reform,
ttius ansuring Conservative viatztries. As
for coarcion, witis Manitoba declarizâj app*r-
ently (but not really) in laver af coercloa,
with tise Quebea vota solidly arrayed on ana
aide ai tisa iouse and 'witis many Conservatives
committed ta coarcian, tise position of Paria
ment wWl ha more favorable ta tise passage af
a acerciva measure tian iL was belore diéso-
lutian, if sucis a bill aboula ho introducad.

As ta tisa reslt of tise alections on tise
whalo, tisa weaknasm ai tise Liberal party je
probably owing ta, tis a ist tisat their
majorites arnotmoreevenlydistrihutedovar-
tise country. Tise tat ai tisa Liheral major-
ity coming in largely from ona province li a
feature wiie msy bada tise party no gaad.

As ta tise affect ai tise change on tise can-
try, it shoauld on tise whole hbeaicial; and
aboula ho beneficimi ta tise party wisich now
retires mnto opposition. A change agovara-
ment accasionally seens necussary ta tise
welfare of tise country, and a party' too long
in powar la very liabla ta degencraze. At
any rata tise gaveaing party la sure la Lima

ta hocama ladon witis harusoles wiso can only
besisook off by a Lrm lu pposition. Political
scomors bava a great affinlty for tise party
lit powor, and thay will flnd vema oxousçb for
leav'lrg tise Opposition and going over ta tisa
gavorning boidy. If tisa Liharals romain long
ln power tisoy will bava many ai tisa
barnacles wisa ara now attacbod tu tisa Con-
serv&tive party. This la De e! tise avant-
ages ai an ccasional change ai government,
and ane whlch la a great advantage aIma ta,
tisa party gaing inta apposition.

Begarding the tarif!, Tise Commercial joes
net expeat tisat any radical change will ba
made. Tise Liberal polioy, asdealared, la for
revenue tarif!, but regard muet ha isad for
oxisting conditions. Tise greateit cmr wilI
bava ta bu oxorclsed ir ravisimg tisa tariff and
changes will have ta bu mada gradually aud
slowly. Tise leadlng mou af tise Liberal
party hava givan assurance of tiseir recogni-
tion ai tise neesity for caution snd madera-
tien lu revising tise tarif!. Tise trade policy
ai Canada bu been hraugist more inta lina
with tisa imparial polcy regarding clamer
trade witis tise empire.

Wbat tisa Liheral policy regarding tisa
West will ho, le tise féature ai iuterest herm.
Tise government has made no special effort
ta develap tise West for years, but on thse oea
of the elections great tisinga were pramised iu
tise way ai public works ta develap tisa coun-
try. Tsese praruiqes ai course now go by tisa
board. Tise Liberals hava premised nathing
speciflcaly. Tise Lihara party bas always
isad tise blame o aibving faileki ta recoguizo
tise value ai tise West, and af opposing evary-
tising la the intareet ai the davalopmeut ai
tise West. Tise Commercial will nat discuss
the justification or otiserwise for this beliof.
Just isem we may ay, isawever, th.t the
Liberais wiil now bava an apportunity ai
sowing wbat truts tisere la lu tisis ait-re-

peated contention. Tise leaders ai tise party
sisould conslder tise wlsdam of ridding tiseir
party af tItis stigma, hy enterlng upan s
vigarous policy for thea tisa development ai
Western Canada. Tisey are nat, we repent,
bound by any electiom promises, but pe,-
formance. will ha more ta tise point tissu
promises mnade ta influence an elaction cou-
test.

]DIMIORIA IOTIs,
TUE sema ta have beau sameting very

lem about tise mnanner ln wbicis tise uew
buildings for tise Winnipeg Industrial Ex-
hibition, association hwve beau managea.
Tisa 1210t flagrant Violation of tise plans and
specifications seema ta bave basa practised hy
sme ai tise contractors at leut, and tiss
was nat made public until it waa foreed upon
tise attention of tise City cauncil by a deputa-
tion frein a local labor socety, composed ai
carpentars aud aLbums. Tisa auly excuse for
tisis stata ai affaire la tisa divided repotnmibiiity
btwSn Lise Exhibition Board aud tisa City
COUaszi. A eas ef %ee mamy coaka, as it
were. Am tisa city in advanoing tise monay
te eonstruct tisa buildings, tise worksébould no
daubt have beau carried ait undar tisa super-
vision of tisa oity. Portunately neo money
bhs beau pald yet on tise contracts, and nons
sisould bo paid nl thea work la doue propar-
ly. In the. meantima the parties Who are ré-


