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'WINNIPEG TRADE STATISTICS.
Tt is usuatil for leading î'w"vpapers at

the close of tlu' ypar to 1 înhlishi Soule
k-itu of a Suilnar-y of the business (lone
<turing the year in the city inii l i 'y
are located, cspecialiy Nvhen tho ]3oardl of
'r*ade of suelh City doues tint puiblishi in ail
animal report the %alie class of figures.
As yet the Milinipeg Board of 'Irade bas
îîot grapplcd with titis undertakiiîg, ai-

ltîgîno work, wouid tend more to
Create Confidence ini the city's commilercial
prospr rity, union-g capitalists at a distance
iviiose funds are so illuch wanited for the
developinent thiereof.

lit our last issue ire stated our opinion
that the vaine of the business doit( ini the
City during the year 1882' would ainount
ta s'30,000,000, exclusive of rual estate or
pur-ely 1rîonetary transactions, or- iii plain-
er'térnis, tak-ing only the transactions
whepre adsor lal>or Nvere suppliêd for
iiioiiey.' Otlier journals ]lave mnalle dif-

*ferent esqtîniates on titis su'oject, aind a
view of al] liv aL 'tng voull cr-emte
thé inîpressioi, tllat triîde statisties ini

\nnpgwere gotten up inuech in thîe

.style.itànmodern pedestrian conte-st-s,iialely
on the "gO as you please' prineple.

Our evening, conteînporary, tuie .i'tt, in
areviow af the pust ycar, wihrellects

the grentest crt'dit on the enterprise and
energy of it-s publishers, lias placed the
tracte ligures ai Winnipeg in 1882 at
S20,)6000,000, wbiil seecîns ta lis a long
way short of * te actual volume. WVe dIo

*nat question the good faith of onu con-
> feniporary ini malin- titis stateinent, but
%ve feel certain that lin its estiniate a very

*large proportion of the city's tracte trait-
sactions inust htave been over-loaked, aîîd
wa onily lanace titis assertion on account
of aur inability ta reconcile its statement
of $20,000,000, and oui' own of $30,.
000,000.

As absolute figures caîtuot lie reachied
regarding 'Vinniipeg's tracte for 1882,
soime flgure-3 regarding the tracte of other
western citica south of the international
1tcîundarýy Iiue Ina> sedure a partial index
ta tlîcse of thiscity; aîîd figures we use are
front B3oard af Trade reports, or eqtually
rùliable publications.

It is naw alniost ant a-xiomi thiat a wes-
terîî City 'wlose tracte volume for the year
bias a value af less then $10Ô0 per annuin

per capita of it's population, is int hli a
cowiiiercially liealtiiy and progregsive
state Thu best and îttost panîleil iii-
stance îvitli îhicl ta Compare \Viin-
nipeg in titis lighit are St. Patil and 'Min-
neapolis, and the finres of trade, ini tl'se
eities Verî'ùitîly iîmaké a illit liriglitex'
shoîriîg titanî tihe *S'uâ %iotlid snp-
ply of Vitipegt'ý. ritle tî'ade ' iohiun of
Miîneapolis foir 1880 slîowedl a total value
of soute $87,000,000 accordillg to thte
board of tracde report of that year, while
tho census report for the saine year sltowcd
a population of less titan *$,000. lThe
extraordinary increase wltiielî the p).
ulation of titat City madle (lurîng the Ia.st
biaif of 1880 would probably raise the~
average population of that; veat ta aver
50,000. But allowing- titis incn'case, the
trade figures show about .11,760 lier ant-
nutu per Capita of the populatiotn. Min-
neapolis no doubt rates exceptional ly bigli
lu titis respect, as a v'ery bieavy slittre of
its trade is coniprised ini thxe flour mnilling
industry, aiîd ini titis brandi of tradte the
value of prodJiets is highler in prop)or-
tion ta thte ainounit of bands ueployeci
(and consequetitly popullatiotn centred
around it> tian anv staple indnjstry on
titis continenît. lit St. Paul thte opposite
is the case. à. great aintint af thte blnsi-
îicss of tlîat City' is îutrely iotîctar>'-, and
does not figurp in a board of tracte report.
Thîe value of the tradv transactions of
that; City for 181ia nearly 5,0,
I000, whitle thte averag'e Populatint of the
.yearwias îîat mîore titan 45~,000. Tilis
îvau]d place the rate pur ainnutn ppr eapi.
ta of thte City at about 8*1, 110.

On aur wiay tai tli'. sea-board l'y the
Albrt Lea route ire iniglit stop) at tîte
smnaller City af Cedar Rapids and itispect
its trade figures. For thte year ecling
Joue, 3Otli 1881 thîe value of tracle (toile
tiere -%vas icarly *14,000,000, wilile tîte
average populationi for thte saine year did
not reachi 12,000, shoýwiig thus a tracde ai
about $,1, 170 per anum per capîta. Eveut
the sleepy capital of thte saine sente, Des-
moines, in 1880 sliowel a tradte value for
orer $23,000,000 agaitist ail average pop-
ulation ai about 2)1,000, or aveu' $1,800
per annuni per capita.

\Ve mlight folloîv titis iLqUiry thîrongli
iîuiîîerous atîter cities, and if wc took, aur
figures froua. a year of general prasperity
'n'a would fait ta find an, instatnce wltere
the figures would be uimder $1.000 ptr
annusa per e Éita.

Thera "is scarcoly any persan, even,

anliouig the <' 'uso! wini-ipeg, bot Nill
tidiiîit tiiiit the' yeai' 1,982 lia% bLen oie o!
grelit trade prospet'ity withi lier' hsusss
iltei. But if ire iiualce a cotnparisoil of

poputlattin antd thte figures of1 hevi busutîessi
as- g'ivel itn the *Suit, the record o! tite year
iii not a v.'ry prospt'tou itSee. ur çoti.
tutulmorai'y places the poputlatiotn af thte
city lit 27),000 at presetît, whtit Nve lie-
lieve ta lie scvral tliuaatu under the
mtark. But ta take tîtese ffigures Ls a
basis it is about fait- to place thte average

populatiotn of the past yeur at 22,500.
'Iaeîin Coîiiiectioiî witîi the $20,000;.000

of a trade vaine, titis would show oiilv
eS87 5 lier aiiiiun lier etîpita, air twelve
aud a Itaif pet' cettt. hjelow tte stautdard
that is couisidered pragre5;siv' anid catit-
tnereially ltealtlîy. It is uieelc(-ss ta state
that; tîti.eet ituatet tîtat pîlaces M'itipeg in
sucli a position is inîcorrect, atnd tîtat tie
City sltould raid, atiotîg thte ntost pros-
peî*ous on the Antericati Conîtinent.

WVe lielievu îîe are uàn iareAr ta a
correct estiîtîate at $30,000,000, xiîaîii aur
conteitiarary: anid takiing thé, av'erage

population at 241,000, wicli we believe ta
lie n vei'v Close approximiationî, xs îo
place the' tracte of 1882 ut $1,12i9 per ani-
itîtîtit p'er capita. Besîdes hiaving liait a
prosperons state of trade duritîg the past
year, Wiîiijîe- in.- aihad a stRte of ini-
flateci vaines iii (*verv la-ss (If ,(Iods, and
ive helieve aur estilliate îriil pî'ove uicler
actual fuets wiei'e a pi-aper board ai trace
report coutupiled; atnd re Itape *thîe City
board %vili takze prompt action iii 'gettiu't
amie up, titat wiil Settie thte question defi
ilitel>'.

THE COMuIG PRO VINUIAL ELECTION.
It is s2idoinintt ait eloctioîî takus

place itn Canada, wlien political party
liues are Sa ntiu lî lost as they seemn ta bu
in the preseit, cantest ini Mla»itoa. Tiis
is ta sote exteuit a pleasiug circumstaîcè,
and savies the disinterested, or at Ieast
catin au-loaker, front beimig bored ta daath
îrvith a reliearsal of aIl the politica. mis-
dccds ecd party )luis beau guilty> of dur-
ing the' pa t lualf century, and listeni'ng
ta palitical logic so calied tlîat lias not the
slightest bearings upon the questions nt
issue. T f thîcre is. any uîiusually .1itter
feeling iii the pres-*Ïat contest, it ati buli
argîied as an offsoe, tliat thte issues thtat.
aî'e takaen are on purcly local questiviis.
'Die great question for ail e~ndidates is
1mow do tme> Stand on the distiloivalice
luestion.

As we hiave"already discîisaed *tiis
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