December, 1803 Fur Prasnrek

PROGRESS OF THE MACHINES.

ACHINE typesetung s the great theme of the day, and
the sitmation is more complicated woeday  than ever,
Canadian printers would do w Il to follow the matter

closely, as there can be no doubt that there is a sphere in news
paper printing which the machinesaredestined o Gl While many
difficultics are arising, the tendeney is in favor of the machines.
During the past month The J. B, Melean Co, have decided
to cease using their Rogers machine, and this because of the un
satisfactory work that has been done.  Their discarding it only
proves that for trade journals and magazines the machines are
less suitable than for daily |).li)cl;. lovery chance was given the
machine.  Constant improvements in running gear, cle., wete
made at the suggestion of the Rogers people and paid for by the
office. It was stire to get out of order on an average onee a
week. .\ miessenger would have to be sent over the city in
quest of the machinist. When he arrived  the machine would
be taken to picees in a bunt for “the ttouble,” thus consuming
from one to three hours, and thiowing back  presses and
workmen. .\ weekly or monthly paper ol the class n “lished
by this fir require to present a better appearance than is
neeessary for a hastily printed and hastily read  daily paper.
More artistic clothes are necessary for the former, and hencee
the machine dress, in its present imperfect condition, s
unsuttable,  Probably this will eaplain why the proprictors of
The Week have also decided o discard the Rogers ma~hine.
The Toronto Mail has just put ont its 13 Rogers machines,
but this action cannot be explained in the same way.  That
they have not lost faith in the machines' ability to do suit-
able work for a dailv paper is seen in the fact that they are
patting in eight vew Merganthalers. It is extrentely probable
that the Evening News will replace some of its Rogers machines
with Mergenthalers i but the Empire is likely o continue using
the Rogers, as they claim to be satisfied with present progress.
On the fuee, the above changes look bad for the Rogers
machine, and a fair explanation will be attempted. 1o the first
place, the nonpareil face on a minion body, used on the Mergan-
thalers makes a clearer appearance and approaches more nearly
to hand-set type than the brevier used on the Rogers. “That is,
the face is slightly heavier, and gives the impression of possessing
a better alignment.  In some cases the letters produced by the
Rogers will, when examined closely, be found to be of different
fonts and thus productive of an irregular line. These are of course
imperfections which the makers of the Rogers caneasily overcome,
<sut another eaplanation given by some who have had to do
with the Rogers machine shows that the management has,
wittingly or unwittingly, failed to secure as much sympathy
among the publishers as is neeessary 1o give the machine a
lengthened trial. This friction has arisen in various ways, and
has tended to make people more anzious 10 have the Mergen
thaler, as veaations little dispute as to terms of contracts, cost
& of repairs, losses when machines are out of repair, cte., seem to
be less frequent. The machines ate necessarily far from perfect.
and only by constant use can these defects be discovered and
overcome.  If the trade generally is not sympathetic ecnough to
give the machines sutficient trial to discover these imperfections,
then no machine can ultimately succeed.  This perfection of the
machines is now going on at the expense of che present users,
and it requires careful courteous treatment to enable the manu-
facturers of the machines 1o possess the co-operation of these
- publishers.  As one publisher remarked . > "The Rogas people
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have tricd to get to much for the prosont, and bave not tned 1o
prepare for the futuwre.”  Tis weposted that the Rogets people
offered to tenew some ot their Foronto contracts at a reduced
rental  the reduction amounting to 23 cents per das,

Mre Luei.den, the foreman of the Kmpite composing 1oom,
when asked about the machines, deckared that they wete doing
good work,  He esplained that the fins, which sometimes ap
peated when the tvpe set by the machine was ased on a that
press, disappeared when this was merely used fiom which to
take o stereoty pe plate for a fast rotary press. He thought that
the stercoty ping removed many of the delects and give a faee
more nearhy approaching to that presented by hand set type.
He believes that the machines are bound to succeed, and stated
that in his opinion, ncither the Mergenthaler nor the Rogers
were the machine of the futute. "The Monoline was acarest his
tdeal, as he was comvineed that the coming machine must cast
cach letter separately as the Monoline does. “The correcticns
would thus be more speedier. He thiew out a goud hing to
publishers when he hinted that all cops for the machines should
he carefully prepared s pewaatten if possible <o as to reduce
corrections to a minimum.

Mr. Conlter, foreman of the News composingtoom, when
interviewed, also expressed his it confidence that the ma-
chines were here to staye He preferred the Mergenthaler face
used on the Mail to that of the Rogers now used on the News,
In his last week's 1eport of the amounts set the highest was

31.4 thousand eme, most of which was straight wotk on stories
for the News-Ledger, The number of hours was g5t The
lowest record was 105.6 for 47 hours ; but this was on the daily
paper, where the operator had less chanee,

It has been mentioned before that the fins which appear on
the cast type are very troublesome and give a bad appearance
where no stercotype plates are used. “This feature is obviated
in Pitsburgh and other American eities by the cold casting
system. I this method the dies are assembled instead of the
matrices. A cold picee of lead is Toreed against the face of the
dies and an impression taken. The impression or mattin is
then placed in another machine and a cast taken. “This gives
a new matrin for every line. and as the dies are made of steel
there can be no fins.

THE LATE J. E. DAVIS.

Y HE editor, like other men, must die, but their passing

away is always an occeasion for general public comment
and oft times general public Liment. The editor knows
everyhbody and everybody knows him, especially when he s
editor, owner, subseription agent and advertising agent  all in
one  for a country weekly,  “Truned i the cunming school ot
business friendship, even the most morose nature becomes
softened, and the lines of the face indicative of good nature, and
his good nature wins him hosts of friends, who miss bim when
he has gone.

The Mitehell (Ont) Advocate was founded in \pnl 1802,
Ly W, R and . E. Davis, and both found wealth and honor in
is pablication. A few weeks ago J. F Dasis died, and the
Cuadian press has lost a promment member. Born in Ireland
m 1838, he came to Canada i 1832, and since that time learned
10 love this land as fersently as he admired the land of his birth,
Three sons and three daughters mourn his loss, and they have
the sincere sympathy of those editors who were favored by
acquaintanceship with their deceased parent.




