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) f TurCRrITIO 18 reepinsiblo for the views oxpressodin Editorial Notesand

g Art!'gl::,egri:flo;o‘; such only ; but the editor is not to be understood as endorsing the senti.

. ments expressed {n the articles contributed to this journal. Our readersare capable of
appraving or ditapproving of any part of an article ur cuntents of the paper; and after

" ezercising Juo care as to whatis to appear in vur culumus, we shailleave the rest to their

{ ntelligont judgment.

EDiTORIAL NOTES.

Many of the young people of our Provisce would be delighted if a
{ branch of the Bicycle Insurance Co, of New York should be established in
 NovaScotia. The New York Co. icsares agsinst accidental breakage, and
; employs skilled mechanics for making the nccessary repairs. Wnerg the
* damage cennot be remedied the policy-holder is given a new machine.
Such a company would be most popular with amateurs at the art. They
would feel a pleasing finarcial freedom, slong with the usual pbysical dis-
comfort, when *f circumstances over which they had no control ” compelled
them to take “a header.”
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The Hop. G. R Dilbbs, Premier ¢f New South Wales, bas been setting
forth the charms of colonial Life bafore London audiercts. He has strong

- okj*crionsto Austrilasia being made a depot for General Booth's * submerged

! Leoih," neither do2a be want black or yellow immigrants, in which bis views

i resemble those of many communities where the people are not inchned to

> participate in philanibropic experimects. Mr. Dibba gives some interesung

" statistics, Australasia, he says, cavers an area eqaal to two-fifths of that of
o the whole British Empire, yet its population is but fuur milhons, Hus pre-

: sont business in London is in coneolidating the loans which at varions

. times have been made to New South Wales. The monzy has been used for

; tbe buildiog of railroads and telegraphs, which are now the property of the

 Colonial Governmont.

The question as to whether the completion of the Nicaraguan Canal will or
wili not stimulate ship-buildiog io the Uniied States is being thoroughly dis-
cussed. Tho Suez Canal, for instance, which was bu!lt by Freoch Eoginecrs,
French enterprise and Freach capital, did oot stimulate ship-building io
France, but as the Scicntiric American points out, the cases are not parailel.
There is no doubt that the Suez Canal has greatly colarged commerce with
Great Britaio, acd that ship-building in that countty was much encouraged
by its completion. This was because Great Britaip, not France, had
obtained the control-ing interest in the stock of the Capal, and bscause her
statesmen well knew how to take the fullest advantage of the situstion. In
the Nicaraguan Canal there is littie doubt thatthe UaitedSuates witl occopy
the same position which has benefitted the Mother-country in the S::z
Canal, and, when a safe short service between the Eistern sud Westero sea-
boards is attained, it is certain that the muteal commerce will demand the
tevizal of ship-building. This will be good news to maoy builders who,
for many years, have beeo forced into inaction.

Some persons started a report that the treasury of the World's Fair was
bankrupt, that it had drawn its Jast cent and used its last postage stamp.
The report has been authoritatively contradicted and the statement made
that the Llxposition has now $2 500,000 cash in bank and absut a million
more in sight.

Mr Cleveland is agsin forced to write a letter declining a proposed tri-
bute to one of his comestic circle. e has the same objection to his
baby-daughter, Ruth, becoming a party in the campsign that he had to the

1 propesed nomination of his wife by the “ D:mocratic Ladies’ Club.”” He

declines to give his little daughter's picture for pablication, and adda:
* We are doiog sll we can to check the notoriety which would ba increased
by such a publication,” Whether Mr. Cleveland's decision will cause him
loss or gain in the excitement of the coming election is uncartain, but it
was time assuredly that some pronounced personage should put himself on
record as Deing an opponent to the domestic publicity which has played so
prominent a partin American politica.

Mr. Gladstone is in far from a pleassnt position. 12 has a nomioal
mjority of 42 in the House of Commons, but whether he can hold the
elements of his party together yet remains to b= sesn, Mr, Gladstone has
a half century of parliamentary life behind him, bat never befors has his
Government or one with which he has been associated had to deal with such
important ard varied -questions. Home Rule for Ireland, the eight hour
movement, the one maan one vote qtestwn and the farther extension of the
suffrage to agricultural laborers are the distinctive isaues which have to bs
considered Tt will need no ordivary skili upon the part of the Grand Ud
Man to givo the priority to one of these questions and at the sime time
retain the support of his entire following,

The table-land of Thibat is supporting a psculiar pzople. There ars few
countriesin the world where the sexes, which are absut even 10 numbors,
are so abnormally balanced. For every household on the tab'e-lanc there
are threc lamas or priests, the greater numbzr of whom are bound to cele-
bacy, the lamaseries, or monasteries, being so numerous the surplus wom:n
of the country are forced to become nuns. Married cooples are compara-
tively rare, and there is no likelihood that the present population of 8,500,
ooo, who are merely sprinkled over the vast plateau, will increase. The
lamas are not oaly the priests but also the j 11ges of the couatry, as they own
enormous tracts of land, and have both serfsand bondsmen sworn to alle-
giance, they are a gigantic power in the state, and the shawl, whish is the
13ma’s usual costume, can be readily chaoged for the mora manly habilliment
of trousers wten a call to arms is sounded.

-

Oaoé of the causes of the famine in Rassia, thouzh at first sight a remote
one, is bing commented upon by Prcf. Bigdinows a G:rman authority.
For the past thirty years, the Russian forests have been ruthlessly destroyed,
so much eo, that now Western Larope, which is gwven over to industrial
pursuits, is richer ju -voodlaod than th.o once famed forest plains of Central
Russir.  The destruction of the trees has resuited 1a the dryiog up of much
formerly arable land—the rivers and lakes are lower 1n their water level—
acd immense tracts of quick-sand are costinually encroaching upon the
once cultivsted land. Not only has the nataral character of the country
been impoverished by these misdirected efiorts ol map, but the chimate has
also been seriously aff:cted, the temperature throughout the formsr forest
land having increased by 3 degrees in sammer and decreased by the same
oumber of degrees in the winter. Prof. Bogdanow predictsthat the* black
earth ” of Russiz, which was onc2 proverbial for its productiveness, will,
unless the trecs are restored, become a desert region. )

The Women’s Cbristian Temperance Uaion, with its half million of
members, is aboat embarkiog on a desperate undertaking. Tne Udion is to
make a gigantic eflort to do away with the “traioed gown,” which it char-
acter z'8 as a * street-dragging, germ gathering, mud-collecting, bick-break-
iog, constitution destroying device.” Theleading women of the Prohibition
Party, the Women's Republicin League, the People's Party and the Francis
Cleveland Crub are enrolled. The pledge is 8 uaiqas oae, but it is not
adapted to melt the heart of a confirmed sosiety womin, who will probably
be as dafficult to reformas a tippler. It reads: *¢ Resolved, That isasmuch
as the weariog of trained dresses is ¢ mpulsory at the courts of kings, it isa
fashion that may weil be s:t at naught by ths women of a republic; and,
sinco 2 style of dress which keeps a womsn continually clutching at her
garments detracts from her dignity and moral ioflacncss as well as from her
freedom and comfo:t, and whereas, by ihg weariog of trains our sisters are
made weak, we will wear no traing while the world stands.”



