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EDITORIAL NOTES.

A pamphlet, being a memorial of the laie Jolie Robert IWilli, the first
Nova Scotian concholoRist, lias just been issued by W. F. Gznong, A M ,
I>rofeasor of flotany a. Harvard University, ana Mr. Harry Piers, of the
Legislative Library, Halifax. The littie work comprises an introductory
page by Ganong, the life cf WilIis by Piero, anid a bibliographical anid
critical notice of WilIis' published papers, with a îlit of Nova Scotian
shelis, by Ganeng. It is carefully cditcd and will prove vcry intereuling to
ail studcnts of natural history.

The harvesz moou ie the full moon on or neareat to the autumnal equi-
nox, and is se calledl because it rises more neirly aftcr sunset for several
cveninga than any other full moan of the year. The moon, which will is
new On t112 14 th of ibis month, and ftills abDut the 27 th Or 2Stb, will thus
prolong the light to the l,-st of hier ability for thi benclit of harreitars, but
ive fancy the idea is moi.t jiorical than pracical, bectuse (armera now-a-
days seem to make a point of getting tbeir garners filled in the day timc.
Nevcrthcless, a harvest exoon is vcry dolighiful, and is duly appreciated
by young people who have a fancy for meandering off Logether under the
silvery or ratber almostgoldon rays cf out satellite.

In the course of un article on '«The Chrisîianity cf the Future," in the
Forzini for September, the erment and venerable Professor Blackie
observes :-' Say what we will, abstinence is the despair cf virtue. I
abatain bteause 1 arn tee weak to bc teraperate ; I rotreit because I dame net
face the advcrsary ; I commence mny virtuous career by a public confession
cf the most unmaxaly cf ail vices, nameiy, cowatdice. No doubt it is iize
in some persons te play the coward; and seif-denial in saine erceptional
style, like the amputation of a 11mb, may bc the. only safe:y te a man for
whom a large freedoni cannot bc claimrd. For this we have the highest
autberity (Matthew V, 29); but neither out Lord nor bis apostles ever taught
that the abstinence prcsr.ribed for the moral diseases of the few wau te be
laid down as a rule of hcaltb for the many. On the contrary even drinkiog
at niarriage fcasts andi eckcwhctc rccevcs a synîpathetic recognition from,
the sarne God-man by ithom the sonr faces, the formai fastings, and the
severe sabbatic practice of the phatisaic respectables wau condenied; and
ineats and drinks, according to the grcat apostle, were te, bc wisd.y uscd
and moderately enjoycd, just as we enjoy the univeisal lrigtn ofth
sun and the universal fragrance cf the flower. f h


