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CRITIC:

judge by tho apecimon presonted, the entorpriso will meet with tho groatest
possible encouragemont.— Lirerpool Times.

— et

CITY CHIMES.

Tho moonlight oxcursion on the 8.S. Halifax on Monday ovening last
was a groat succoss, Nearly a thousand oxcursionists wore on board, and
many more who wished to go had to stay behind bocause tho captain rofused
to carry a groater number, The band of tho 63rd Rifler discoursed swoet
music, and whon it took a rest now and thon tho Italian harper and violinist
took up the running. Jock Patterson was also there with his pipos. Alto-
gothor a vory pleasant evoning was spent by thoso who availed thomselves of
this opportunity of having an outing on a splendid ocoan steamship. Noxt
Monday she 1akes an oxcursion to Bridgewater, on the beautiful LaHavo
Rivor, whore thore are so many places of historic interost to attract those who
aro familiar with the early history of the Province. Tho sconery also is
beautiful, and no one in search of a way of sponding a day ploasantly and
profitably should miss this opportunity. The Halifar is such a model uf
good bohavior that no ono need fear that great onomy to pleasuro on tho sea,
mal-de-mer, but may onjoy the fresh ocean breezo in porfoct comfort. A
number of distinguished citizons have nnnouuced their intention of
“ oxcurting " and taking their frionds with them., Tho tickots aro mnoderate
in prico, and only a limited number will be sold, 8o slthough thoere is no
doubt of a full boat, no one noed fear being crowded, It would be just as
woll for those who are thinking of going to secure their tickots at once, orin
all probability they will find they are too lato.

His Graco Archbishop O'Brien gavo a solect dinner party at the glebe
house on Monday ecvoning. Among the guests were Aduiral Wateon, Liout,
Governor McLelan, Mayor McPherson, Dr. McDowall, Dr. Farrell, Rov.
Fathor Ellis, Rev. Canon Carmody, Rov. Canon Madden, Hon. W. S. Fiold-
ing, Chief Justico McDonald, and several others. A sumptuous repast was
provided and a vory pleasant evening soon passod away. Beforo departing
a handsome bouquot of roses was presentod togach guest.

Mr. W, H. ‘feas’ attractive ice-cream parlor on Hollis strect has boon
beautified by the addition of two plate glass mirrors, cach 8 by § feet, which
are hung either side of the arched entrance. Tho ice-cream supplied thero is
always delicious, and the cool, pretty room adds much to the enjoyment of
this refreshment, which is to most people the most pleasant way of being
“ cooled off” in hot weather.

The Carnival is almost here, and preparations for its carrying out on a
grand scalo bave heon made, The torchlight procession will be a very protty
sight, and will bo taken part in by a large number of clubs and societies,
Mr, George E. Boak has coneonted 10 act as grand marshal of the procession,
and he can do it well. An intoresting event to Jovers of manly exercise
will be tho prize competition in tho exhibition building on the first day of
the Carpival (August bth) by Mr, McKay and tho members of his gymna.
sium. Tho competition is open to all, and many good athletes will tako part
in it, Numerous sports, excursions, ete., will take place during Carnival
woek. There will he something to suit each one going on, and if thero are
persons who wish to bo quiet, they can bo just as quiot if they take the right
way to do it as if thers was no such a thing as a Carnival,  The city will
be decked in all the bunting that can be procured, and all good citizens will
illuminate the:r places of business and their residonces at night. The cheap
excursion rates on all the trains and boats will facilitate the attendance of
visitors from the country towns and olsewhere.

The public gardens are looking excoeding pretty now and crowds of peo-
ple visit them on concert days and Sundays. To soe the way in which the
geats are occupied by men, young, old and middle aged, one would be justi-
fied in supposing them to bo the woaker sox, and when a seat does become
vacant mauy ladies do not care to sit whore they are constantly annoyed by
tobacco smoke, and so thoy walk far away from the band stand, before they
can find a scet where they will bo undisturbed by this nuisance. Wo are
far from thinking that men should not smoke at all in tho gardens, but a lit-
tle consideration of the feelings of others could hurt no ons, and would cer-
tainly romove an obstacle to the ploasure of some. The perambulators, which
the band stand scoms to bo 8 centre of attraction for, are also somewhat
of a bore, Surely the babies in theso carriages would be just as well ploased
if they wore wheeled in some other part of the gardens, where thoy would
not be in everybody's way. Presumably it is the nurse-maids who take
their charges there who aro to blame.  If they could be porsuaded to keop
away a little further it would be vastly more comfortable for all concerned,

The gardon party st Admiralty House on Friday last was a grand success,
The weather was rather cool for an outdoor gathering, and those who woro
thin fabrics must have felt exceedingly chilly. The tennis ground with its
close shaven grass wes in perfect condition. The flower gardon looked very
bright and pretty, although it looked sad to see our autumnal flowers, such
as dahlias, asters and cinnias blooming so early in July. The band of H.
1L, S. Bellerophon played some sad plaintive selections, which sounded very
swoot to tho car. Those long slow waltzes aro so tempting, somo of the
protty girls (indeed there werc a great many there, Halifaxians and visitors
from St John, Montreal, Baltimoro, etc.,) must have been longing to dance,
but, alas, partners wore not forthcoming, gardon parties are ovidently not
attractive to gentlemoen. The ladies’ costumes wero varied, owing doubtless
Yo tho various weathor prophets, thoso who inclined to tho sunny side woaring
light costumes, and those who saw a distant shower appearing in more sober

colors. Mrs. Watson woro a figured blue China silk, Miss Watson white
ombroiderod muslin, Mrs. Lomoine, Miss Soeton and Miss Goldio also wors
dainty white dresses, Mre. and Miss Duffus wore black with whito flowars,
Mrs. I, Jonos woro an oxquisito dress of lavendor silk with trimmings of
silvor cord, whitoe silk veat and bouquet to correspond. Miss Fairbanks, of
Montreal, woro a diroctoiro costumo of old rose pongeo silk.

St. Patrick’s baraar which closod on Saturday ovoning last was a most
succossful aflair, ovor 8800 boing notted. It was kopt up tho wholo weok,
and the many handsome and useful articlos wore dispoged of to advantage.

——

COMMERCIAL.

——

Tho slato of trode has boen on tho whole as satisfactory as could be

ronsonably oxpocted at this timo of tho yoar. Payments havo beon fairly

well mot, and little complaint is mado on this scoro. Roquests for reneiwais
aro loss now than thoy havo boen for somo time. The first-cut of bay is pro.
gressing and will avorago fully 60 por cont over that of last yesr, Vogeta.
bles, fruit, olc., promise well, aud a very full yield is anticipated in theso
lines from present indications. Some cereals do not look so well, and the
future of potatoes, turnips and other root edibles scoms doubtful at prosent,
Farmers sro chiefly occupied in looking after their srowing and rapidly ma.
turing crops, and in suppressing * postilont weeds,” In staplo goods most
principals and their clerks are cither enjoying thoir rogular sunimor vacations
or proparing to do eo. Asscon as the “Summer Carnival ” is over, the
crops ato harvestod and marketed, and the heat of our short summor gives
place to tho moro temporato weather that will succoed it, businoss will rovive
and wo anticipato a largoly increased volumo of trade.

Tho following aro tho Assigninents and Business Changes in this Province
during tho past woek :—Wm, Casoy, livery stablo, Halifax, advertising
business for sale ; estato of Geo. W, Flendorson, drugs, Liverposl, stock, &,
advertised for sale ; Theakston, Angwin & Co., hardware, Halifax, stock sold
out on private torms.

Bradstreet's roport of the week’s failures ;—

Week Prov. Weeks corresponding to
July 12, week., —~——July 12—

Failures for the year to date.
1889 1888 1887 1830 1889 1838 1887 1886

1889
United States..218 1562 152 146 189 6255 5353 5380 5707
Canada........ 16 13 27 26 1 909 951 684 615

Dry Goops.—Orders for fall goods soem to be rather increasing in
volume, and supplying sorting-up requirements keops thoe course of frado in
this line in healthy movoment. Cotton, woolien, and other textile fabrics
sre firmly held, much confidence boing evidently felt in their future. The
Manchester, Eng., Guardian says :—"Tho market is inanimate. Spinners
strongly maintain prices for tho bost spinnings because of their engagements,
but aro casy for common sorts of wefts, owing to a full supply and a scarcity
of buyers. Cloth is slow of sale, There is a good enquiry, but tho offers
are not acceptable, Tho Eastorn demand is fair, but the offers are too poor.
Sellers aro doing little.”

IroN, HARDWARE AND MEeTaLS,—Tho demand for articles in this line in
the local market has been regular, but not in any sense ective. The quar-
terly meoting of iron manufacturers in Great Britain was held a fow days
sinco, when an advance of 10s. on manufactured iron was agreed upon.
Warrants in Glasgow are cabled 2d. dearer, and No. 3 foundry trou in Mid-
dlesborovgh 3d. up. In London ingot tin issteady, Chili copper bars quiet,
and soft Spanish load unchanged. The ontiro Pennsylvania market is
stronger ip iron and steel. Dealings are larger, and deliverios are arranged
for more distant dates. Prices for standard brands aro steady, and buyers
aro placing orders liberally, Good reports are received from all parts of the
state, and makers are not as desirous as they were sixty days ago of securing
orders for delivery in ninety days, All the mills are in good working condi-
tion. Pig iron production is slowly increasing. Southern pig has advanced
to new customers. The over-sold conditions of 8o many Southorn furnaces
is being roflected in stronger prices in the North, but unless northorn forge
and foundry consumersshould decide to buy more largely no further improve-
ment is probable. Genoral prospects are favorable.

Breapsturrs.—The genoral tone of the flour market has exhibited an
improvemont-—especially vespecting some of the higher grades. Domand,
howover, has not been so good. Buyers appear to ho holding off to some
extent on account of stiffer prices, and the volume of business actually trans
acted has pot been large. Beerbohm’s cable reports wheat quiet but firm;
corn nil. Weather in England fair, In United States markets prices have
fluctuated rapidly, and transactions have been very active at lower average
fizures. New wheat coming in in largo quantities-has discouraged the bull
intercst, and the boars are having it all their own way of late. Chicsgo,
Toledo, Now York, Dotroit snd Milwvaukeo all roport whoat weaker &}nd
figures dropping. Washington reports of tho prospocts for this year’s spring
and winter crops show a probability of an aggrogate yield of not Jess than
515,000,000 bushels of wheat us against 393,028,500 in 1888. Nothing
short of somo dire calamity to European crops would appear to justify pre
sent prices—not to mention any advanco, and the sad exporience of last ses
son in bulling a short crop ought to be a sufficiont warning against a ropeti-
tion of those tactics with a full crop. The reported damage to Russia's crop,
which has beon so freely used as a reason for an increased demand upon our
production from European consumers, has not effected much in that direc-
tion, if wo can judge by oxperts from tho seaboard, while, if those accounts
aro true, Russia’s continuing to sell as froely as she has must be considered
a case of slow suicide. : ..

Provisions.—No imporlant change hss transpired in the local provision
market, priccs being firm all round, Tho matcket was fairly active, and a
good local business was transacted with a good domand for both pork and




