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This experionce, so disastrous and humi-
liating, was not without its humorous inci-
dents, It chanced to 'me, as a voluntcer
aide,to hava fino opportunities to obsarve the
manner of the battle and to catch the ex:
pressions, and note the hearing of men and
officers. Andwhile # I will set down nought
in malice,” some of theso things'may, with-
out harm, see the light of day.

ELDER AS CHIEF OF ARTILLERY.

Aftor Hamilton had beon sont to thorear
on nccount of his wounds, and Lsngdon had
gathered up the broken places of his_bat-
tery, I saw Elder frequently, and as I was
on friendiy terms with him, I watchod him
serviog his pieces—in which I had a special
interest—and talked with himaboat tho bat
tle. While the fight on our side was,speaking
strictly enough, a sort of general engage:
ment, all armsof the service being engoged,
we had, as I remember, no cbief of artillery.
Hamilton, I believe, would have had_that
position, and Langdon was next to bhimin
soniority. Both of these, however, were out
of the queation. When the broken sections
were, finally, ordered to tho rear and into
the road, the chiefs of pieces reported to
Eider, where he and Iwero. I said some:
thing to him, and he asked mo to ¢ excuse”
him, as hie believed it looked ‘asif he twas
chief of artillery,” and his promotion de-
manded that he devoté bis *“whole atten-
tion to duty.”” And‘in the ruckof sucha
melee, ho asked me if I didn't think it was
a ¢“Qistingnished bonor”’ to bo conferred
onhim. Toioy miod, lie was the best man
on the Géld that day. 1 had been in many
engagements, and bad opportunities, which
1 nover failed to improve, to observe gene-
rals and subordinates, under firo aud in
eXigent circunistances. I had always watch-
od for the * sang froid"” of the traditional
soldier. 1 rarely ever sawit. Men under
fire aro oppressed with the weight of
stern snd cxacling solicitudes, Tliey are
frequently profane and generally excited,
though not in tho unsoldierly scnse of
¢ losing their heads;™ but it is rare that one
meets a spitit supctior to all duty while fully
performing it, that bearing itielf steadily up
to'the standard of honor, still sooms to be
indifferent to tho horrors and disagraeable
anxieties of actual battle. Colonel Ika Par-
keér was samosuch spint, though hoe was too
cynical. Elder was, and I maj say is, ore
of thesé. I do not menn that he would
ever say “a little moro grape, Captain
Bragg,” thongh if it wero proper he might.
Nor*“'tho guord dics, it never surrenders.™
He, at such a timo would, in ali probability,
have spoken as naturally and emphatically
as Cambrouno did at Waterloo* Bat I saw
and heard this. Seymour was sitting in his
ssddle statucsqiie, and like a genoral, his
disaster loomiog uipon hii—over half his
men bora du combat. ‘1o had lost artillery,
and more thau all, thd ardentand friondly
sssiatanco und steady judgment of fuany of
his most devoted and oxperienced officers.
His broken lines were simply holding on.
One resolute, concerted dash againat them,
and night itself, however dark and favor-
able, could not save Lim, ITo was beaten,
and almoat helpless. Icould sco hissensi-
tive spirit was depressed. 116 ‘atroaked bis
goatea impaciently, as if e Wwapted todo
somothing with Ius hands. 1iseX{orior was
serenc, and even gracious, but lio. was in
that peculiar frame of mind’ which comes
particularly, I imagine, in this senso, to
commanders, under ferriblo circumstances
of disaster ; and o seemedinclined to break

throngh the reservo which hodgeésin thol.

.

general, and spésk to some one n friendly
confidence: Xldor tvas clogo by, looking-n

things in his way, happy that bis battery
was intrict, and Soymour said, ¢ Elder, how
does it look "’ Twisting his month, as he
almways ‘did, when ho was about {0'sing

*Qh!change the rings with me, my love,
Ohlchange the rings with me,” .

and pointing with his long finger, to the
buddrx’ng niggers on the loft, Elder roplied,
¢ It looks d——d blackin there,’” Seymour
looked at him for an instant, and then
everybnly broko into a laugh. 1t didusa
 power of good."

Iateron, as tho goneral discovered that
the enemy weré massing with tho evident
purpose of capturing Elder's battery, he
eent an aide to him with word that “the
enerny avo disposing for n charge, and to
tako precautions.” The young gentieman
who delivered this message, not contending
himself with the elegant dictionof the gene-
ral, added, *if you don't look out they’ll
gobble you.!” Elder Jooked into the eye of
the young man with a sort of superdb sur-
prise that anybody should suppasa that any
enemy could ‘¢ gobble' his battery with the
Fortieth Massachusetts in support, and ra.
plied, * Prosent my compliments tothegeno-
raland tell himI’'mlooking for that gobbler.”

1 saw a gunner of one of the pieces struck
in the left shoulderand frightfully niangled,
As ho fell across the trail of his gun, the
only thing he had time to say beforc he
died was, *¢Sight this piece,”” Iremember
Sergeant Fox told me he wss a brave and
inteiligent soldier.

The main columpy, of our forces, reached
tho livesin front of Jacksonvillo, about tho
night of the 23rd of February. ‘The rear
guard reached theraon themorning, I think,
of the 26th. It L® been claimed that the
colored troops constituted the rear-guard,
and I bave seen, in many papers, pretended
accounts of their valor in bolding the enemy
at Lsy, while tho veteran troops escaped. ‘Lo
a .soldier, however, discussion is unneces-
sary.  1ha blacks were all raw troops, geoe-
tally spezking. ‘The rest of the command
were velerans, And'it will not bo behicved
that troopscommanded by Henry and . Elder,
Langdon and Hauilton, Sterensand Barton,
bad a resr~guard of Ianfantry. not well drill.
ed, nor acoustomed to fire, and commanded
by captains and llentenants,

A weck after the battlo I was one of &
party who communicated with the cnemy
under fdag of truce. Thon wo discoverod
that. their-cutire force was represented by
themtobein excess of 10,000,though, 16 my
recollection, they did not say ixowmany wero
ongaged I asked Captain Chisolm, of tho
Confoderate service, who was then present,
bow msny troops he judged wo had? and lie
replied that the prisoners said 5,000, but he
believed wo had not iess than $,000

The battlo was a desperato one. It was,
to somn extent, a surprise, but ono which,
undor. the circumstances, we could only have
been prepared for by holding the very posi-
tion that tho rebels " held, and o have done
this wo shoald havo scizod it at the moment
Gilemnore - resolved.-upon tho subjagation of
the State.
‘tated an cxsggeration of the’ command,
doubling the troops detailed, and theso wo
did not_bavé. Itis'do‘matter, The Feauo
of the Florida campsigo, no lecs than of the
‘'war, was being decided elsewhere. And
‘upon, our .yeturn to .Jacksonville; after
proper rest, xe were embarked.on- trans:
ports, and rejoioed ghio grand armay, under

‘Gant, from which. our Lrigadoe had-been
separated after the battle of Gettysburg. ..|-yanix

However, disastrous the battle of Olustes

T saw so much servico there, and had so

This conrse would bave necessi-]

tany glimpses and passages of fun on that
occasion, that it seoms as if I might write a
book about it, and still I leave much unsaid.

BroNtz.
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DOMINION OF CANADA.

RIFLE ASSOCIATION.

ANNUAL PRIZE MEETING AT
Q TTAWA,
Tuesiday, 7th of Se_p:., and following days.

STAFF OF THE ASSOCIATION.

. Ezecutice Committee of Council,—Lieut. Cal.
Brunel, Qttawa; Lieut. Col. Wily, Director
of Stores, Ottawa; Lieut. Col. Chamberlain,
C.M.G., Oltawa ; Liout. Col. Rtoss, G.G. Foot
Guards, Ottawa ; Lieut. Col. Egleson, O. B.
G. A., Ottawa ; Liout. Co. MacPherson, Ot

tawa; Lieut. Col. Stuart, Ottawa; Lieut.

Col. Jackson, D.A.G. Militia, Brockville ,
Lieut. Col. Flotcher, C.M.G., D.A.G. Militis,
Montreal; lL:out, Col. Beer, 74th Battalion,
Sussex, N. ‘.; Licut. Col. Woraley, Brigedo
Major  ontresl ; Major McDonald, Uttawa;
Captain Tilton, G. G. Footl Guards, Ottawa 3
W. McKay Wright, Esq., M.P., Ottawa Field
Battery Artillery, Ottawa; Captain Mason,

th Battalion, Hamilton. !

Secretary.—Iieut. Col. Stuart.

Treasurer.—Licut. Col. MacPherson,

Local Fxeculive Commiltec.—Liout. Col.
Brunel, Chairman; Liwieut. Col. Wily, Direc~
torof Stores; Liout.Col.Cbamberlnin,C.N.G.;
Lieut.Col, Worscley,Brigade Major ; Captain
Tilton, G. G. Foot Guards:

Chief Ezecutive Officer and Commandant of
Cump.—Lieut. Col. Jackson, D.A.G., No. &'
Militery District.

Chief of Stalistical Depariment —Lieut,.Col
Bacopn, Brigade Major,

Chief of Range Department.—Major White,
Governor General’s Foot Guarde,

Range Officers—Masjor Mattice, Brigado
AMajor ; Major Macdonald; Captain Perley,
Eogineers ;- Captain Mason, 13th Battalion. ™

Camp Quartcrmaster.—Captain Grant, Gov-
ernor General’s Foot Guards.

Surgeon.—E. C, Malloch, M.D.

Chief of Police—E. J. O'Neil.

Armourer.—r. H. Cawdron.

PRIZE LIST.
All Comers” Match.

Open. to all members of thils Assaclation,
Twlictlier by direct contributlon otthro‘ugh agils.

[tod Asscclations.
ist. Prize. . .« . T e . . $10
2n o « . .« e . 50
Jrd - % B . . . - - 40
dth 0 L. - s . ]
‘Prizesat 810 e e = . 150
To be shot fur In Two Stages.

1st Stage—~Enflcld or Snider Enficld Riflo ; 2na
itage. any rific coming within Wimblcdon regu-
s,

on
Ranges—15L Sta 200 and 00 yants; 2nd Stage,
S00Rn4 1OV TAdE FareEs = £¢
Intho };v. Stage, lblclghut Seore l{) rcce!vo... .$10
o . .

Ccst "
s 15 next Higbest, $10 cach.
Eatrance Feo—Ist Stage. 50 cents.  l’ositions-
Shoulder al 30 yards, andiany positlon attac
oier ranges. T .
2h0 Second 8iazo to be fired for by tlie 60 com-
petitors making tho- Highest score_In the First
;!ti-a C. tmgh_osx. Score w0 recelve $100. Second
chost” £
< Entmacno, Feo—31.0 Ranges—S0 and 1,000
¥ ‘Seven routidsat cach range.  Any post.
W, | .

wwas,it was.an honor, tohavo parlicipated iniit, |

. Dowinion-of Canads Match; -
Opci toall Certified Eflclent sucmbers of Em.
Lodicd Corps of Active Milltla, and 0 membors

«



