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A Vlslt 4o the Indian Sealers on Baiclay
Sound, B.C..

“U'wﬂ-he up-me-clxk " (A_north wind, to-morrow,)
» B0YS. Now~wayxk on Sunday evening. Accordingly on
Mondsy morning.Lieft the. Mission-House, A]berm, with
beddlng enclosed in a-rubber s}\eet and .a box contain-
ing. my. prousxons, -medicines, éte. I take my place in
the tplddle of: n sealing canoe, Now-wayik steers, while
his-son Douglas puils the:oars,.forward.
‘We glide down the Somass river on.the ebbing tide,_
- iind are soon on “the Alperni Canal. My Indian friend,
Now-waylk, pomts ‘out, places of intereést on the shore.
There Is the site of the saw-mill, built when he was a
young:-man. “The.Indians received *¢ two bits," (25¢) .3
dny for thelr worlk, while.he had one dollar-a day on the
Atoumer ¢4 ﬂ‘hames." On that hillside thie Alberni Indians
fought the Comox and  Nangimo Indians from the

enst const; Ac:that point the heads of the: slaughtered .

cnomies were arrayed.on poles in triumph. That stréam
lﬂ cnlled #the washing place,” for,it-was -thiere” théy
wyashed the-blood from their. wounds- after the battle.

Ay we approach the narrows nearCoppar Mountain,
Douglaq standing.up in the bow calls loudly.: *¢ U-wit-
fere€. 1-d0:008 fée? the wind, but he-prepares his sail:

His:.call is answered and .the prediction -of- Jast-exen-
ing is° fulﬁﬁed. The norttiwind comes and fills the sail.

The oats are 14id aside as our canoe darts forward toward
the sendikc ‘a sea-gull, . The mountains rise on either.
sMe, clothed in fir; ‘We reach the entrance of the canal
shortly after noos: ‘having ‘made the twenty-five milillfin
less ilmﬁ five hours. As we pass a villige of the
- How‘chunk-les-ahts, more war stories are told. ‘This
tribe hid:10t a8 many:fighting men as some of their
nnlghbours, 50 had a fortified-camp. They stretched a
cednnbark rope across the entrance so that they might
know if thclr enemies passed during. the night. Should
the rope- bc brol\en, they would remain in camp, if not
they would go-out fishing.. ;From that towering rock,

1 youfig warrior cast himself, after exhorting his fellows
to be btave. - We do not stop at:Ecool—a trading post
iy ﬂle \nnd 1s. falhng We are on:the eastern channel
of Barclay Sound “Turning ‘to the westward we- pacs
lhrough the. xsland into thé middle channgl. Here the
wind fiil§zand we bend to the oars and paddles, - = The
long swalls of ‘the-ocean are noticed and we can’ aow
foolk out. to s¢a,.as -this channel-is about .ten miles in
width, Ezirly Jin:the evening we pass within hailing. dis-
tancé. of- the:ﬁrst Indian ‘‘ranchérie.” (housc) on the
Intandy; betrwees -middle and ivestern .Channel, These
Isiands. are. the. winter -quarters of the Seshalits and
Op!tchcsnlm of Alberni, o1 knowrthe people.

The usuai’ salitation- to travellers s heard.. * Ukuk
nhu;vu}-amts." (what news?), answcrcd bya few items
of -itews among which-that “the missionary has come.”
Onward weé'go. ‘through the islands, much grander than
the “Thousand 1slands,”ang’ -almdst s numerous. The
Snomy.peaks nse around the head ‘of :thésound, One
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mountmn is said to have ten heads, and is so called in
the Indian name. The booming of the serf now
becomes louder as we draw near to the outer islands.
Village Island and others are pointed out, where some
of our Indians live. As the darkness decnens, our
canoe is turned toward an isfand where Now-wayik’s
hduse starids alone. On landmg we find four Uchulahts
have arrived on a visit. Mybaggage is carried’ into
the house and placed oh a bunk at the head of the
house. Now-wayik entertains his Indian triends on
one side of th~ large fire in the centre, Tenas John, and
family occupy the other side.

My mission, is explained to the visitors, and my pro-

.posal to visit Uclulalit, it received with words of appro-

val. After the evening meal, which for certain reasons °

_l did not share with my Iadian: friends, we united in

singing: some Gospel hymns. 1 tried to explain them
to the Uclulalits and was assisted by my Seshalit
friends. ‘God's blessmg was asked for all, with the for-
-giveness of-our sins.

As we had a west wind mth rain far two days, three
nights were spent in this place. 1 took advantage of
the delay to visit my friends on the other Islands.
Nearly all are at home as the sea is rough. Their
canoes are hauled up above high water mark, ready to
go forth on the first fine'day. Not many seal skins have
been taken, otwing to the high winds and cold weather.
A sealing- canoe is about twenty feet long, with a high

‘prow, with a bealk.like a bird, and is propelled by sail,

oars, or gaddles. Twq huaters man a canoe, one
steers; while the other w:th gum or spear watches in
front for game. Guns are generally used new, as
spears cannot be thrown very far. However the latter is
allowed by the new sealing regulatior:s, while the former
is forbidden. The west coast Indians are said tobe the
only segl.’hunters on the coast that arc accustomed to
usec the spear. The shaft of this weapon is twelve or
fifteen feet fong. The point is barbed and is not securely
fastened in the shaft. A cord is attached'to th=.point,
so that when the .spear is thrown, the shaft becomes
detached, and tf ie _pomt remains like a harpoon. secured
by the cord, Thus, when speared: the sedl will not
escape, as it may when wounded By a shot.

Seals are found a few miles off the_Islands, while
occasionally oae is taken in' the Sound. The skin
bnngs about ten dollarr at the local trading posts.  The
flesh is eaten, and the oil is saved for future use.
Some of the hunters make several hundred dollars in a
season. Many of the west coast Indians are taken
by the sealing schooners as hunters to the North
Pacific. Each pair of hufiters receives three dollars
for eveBy skin taken, and ‘thus may make good wages.
Sealing is-a wild and dangerous life, but it suits the
Indians as they are fond of the sea. It remains to be
seen what effects the new regulations will have upon
this industry.
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