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Wirsiss oF Jesv e o Joux  Luke 7:18.48,

Gorors T, John S50 He was &
bright and n shiniog light, and yo were
willing for u scuson to rejewce in His
Yighit.

Cotanit—26 28,

INTHODE CTION AND CONNECTION.

Soveral things of importance nre record.
cd by Luke between our fust losson wud the

srosont ose—such as the eall of Levi, or
Matthow, (Matt, 9:0-13;, the formal set-
ting upart of the twelve Apostless w por-
tion o1 that ** Serwon’ of which dMatthow
bus given us so wach, {Chs. §-7,) —bosides
much other importam malter. But it is
not likely that all are reluted in tho
precisy order of thoir occurrenco ; hevce it
in difficult to determive the oxact tiwe
thnt intervened. At thoe opening of this
chapter, we find Josus again at Capor-
paum, where He healed the Centurion’s
servant; uod, the following duy. ay Naia,
a s} willugo some twelve miles south-
wost of Capernnum, whero Ho raised from
the dend thie widow’s son. Tho nccount
of these mirneles was enrvied by somo of
Hix disciples to John, who had been for
several months in privon.  These wonder-
ful things led John to tauke a step w ich,
probubly, he hud contempluted for some
time, but never before hud hud couraye to
tuke.
Lyscox Norky.

A0 And Jokn, calling two of his dis-
ciples -+ two certman disoples” —probubly
swo specially trusted owes—sent them Lo
Jesus, suyinyart thou fey &eo, &eo Theso
questions  pininly indicate the state of
wmind into whick Jolin's imprisonment, the
interroption of hin work, and the disap-
pointwent he wust have felt, had involved
him.

Muny are unwilling to supposo that
John bud become doubtful as to Jesus
really by, the Christ; and to suppose
thuat it was io onder to convinco his dis-
ciples, thut he sent.  This opivion is not
coufirmud by the narrative. John seut
the meseage in Arls own names aud the
anwesr was returned fo Jokn. It is ensy to

annderstand how Jahn, who, like otherJuws,

had, doubtless, occupied his vind mainly
with the watiornal hopes that clustered
aromad the Messiah, secing Jesus mnking
na uove towards estubliching a temporal
kingdom, oceupying hunself only ax o re-
ligious teacher ad healer, be !-.imw!i, shat
out from what had seesued his Bfé.work,
and Jesus waking no effort to deliver Lam
from imprisonment and probablo death,
should, m his loneliness wnd disavpoint.

shosocver shall not be offended, K. The ! were they totcdlinm * What s meant by [ often pand tor pijas o supenor quality,

word affend means here to siumble: 700

into a (ulse estin.ate ot opnion.

2

shall not o oidaded inonn

patieny tenderness, as pone byt Christeould 28 0 What e fosus do when they were

sove peampite John 2002y ) i
(24.1 el when tie messengrs were e |
prfed-—vot belove~— Hr beyan to speak. 1t
was not best Jaba should know the Lord's
opimon of ham, He would baow aftecs seds, |
in His “Well done, gond and faithful ser-
vant,” it was best fur Joha that tor the
time being, both futh and patence shoutd
be having their perfect swork,  Bat Jesus
must speat of fohn to those who had been
standmg « car; lest, from the peculiarity of
his language, and his withbolding  any ea-
pression o} personal interest in him, they
should 1ofer that fHe vader-estimated hon,
18hat went ye ont anto the wwilderness fo
sce? oA reed shaken by the wind ' jesus'
meaning isobvious. {7 s, yau greally nis
tnok? Unhke the reed, weak and bending
betare every breath af wind, Joha is steong
n fasth 5 unbending i foyalty to God and
truth; always brm, upright, steadfast.

(25 Went yr out (o see 0 mn clothed
in soft raimeent® 1t so, how greatly agaun
you austook '  Mhadd. they ieho are gor

geously apparelicd and live delicately are 1n
Aings’ courts : not in the desert, clothed 1o
camely har, and feeding upon locusts and
wild honey.,

(26.) futl cwent ye oul to see a prophet
If so, thine was no mustake. o prophet?
Vea, [ say unto yoss, and msove than o pro-

phet ' Ylow smore than a p-ophet?

270 ZAs as tHe of whom ol 55 written,
&, He o sot onhy o prophet, but was lum-
seif the burden of prophecy.— fehndid | send
MY svosnyuru before YO Jace, to propare
THY teapy bofore Tne ! No other prophet
had such a work to do as that.

(28 £ say unto yoxe A ponted and em-
phatic form of assertion - @monr those that
are born of wamen there 1s not ithere hath
not risen, Matt, 11.:0.) @ greater prophet
thas fohin the Baptist.  Thas 3> not saying
John was the greatest man that had ever
lived ; nor yet that he was the greatest
propher.  ‘The comparison s between John
and other prophets; and stiepis o that {as
a2 piophet) there has been none greater.
Bt he thut is least wn the KNinedon: of God
is greates thanhe. By the Kingdon of Geod,
s meant, e Spiritual Church of the new
duspensation.  Fhe companson here s be-
tween prophets, even the greatest, vader
the old dispeasation, and  dridlians, coen
the least, undes the new.  But how 1s such
an one greater®  Heis greater in podss-
lege (Heb. 111300 in hnowledie (Rom. 1h-

.

ment, serivnsly question whether there

might not be zome  manake: and this
great teacher mud header be. after all,
like himself, only 2 forerunner, or mess-
senger of another  vol lo ceme. Others
aG¢ 11 L OLM's messape 1y Gument of i
patience, amounting ahmost to faule- ind.
g e view of his own position :uui dun-
ger. This tay be tineyet the evidenee
of Johu's deuht remuins still v the gues-
gion he asked, andis confirmed by the
message Jesus retavned.

(20.) They said--Jokn Saplist hath sent
ws unto thee, saying, &e. John's message
was carefnlly debivered. but us Jesus® rule
was o prave His Messiaship by His
works, tather than by His own testimouy,
John 5:86,) he gave them the opportunity
of firal witnessing some of them, and then
gavo them the answer they shoald return
to John.

(2t-a2) I ikat sane Aoy hat is,while
John's messengers were wanting—Jle cured
MANs af infirmitics,of plagacs,of evil spirits,
of blindness.  Such were the things they
had seen, and could personally tesify o,
Of some others, of some others, of which
they had only Aeard, they now received
Jesus® own testimony in confirmation. And
now comes themessage: Go and lell john
what you keve SBEN, énd uearp. Tell
him THE BLISD SEE; THE LAME WALK;
THE LEPERS ARE CLEANSED! THE DBAP
sear,  These were the extward, or sensible
proofs of Jesus' Messiahship. Butthere re-
mained the mora/ evidence which John, of
al} men then living, was best able to uader-
stand and appreciate,—7o tke poor the gos-
pelis preached. Who, but those commis-
sioned by God, had evercared for the poor?
—had ever attempted to raise them ?—to
teach them the goud news of salvadon?
Was not this thespeazal thingin the pro-
phets' testimony to Christ, (Is.61:2-3.) with
which John must be famibar ? .

(23.) And {tell him that) blessed ©s he

cLvery Chintiu has experienced 2 stlar,

throtigh unbelief,

25. 20); i cxperience {(Hleb. S ror, than
Joha vwho, w all these respects, was on the
saine focting as the old prophets (1 Petovo-
12,. ban L vatuader the old dispensation,

SUGGLESTRED PHOUGH s,

Jolin, wader severe (nals, gave way to
doubts concerning that of which he had
once had the clearest evidence, (John 1-39).
In thus respeect he does wot stand alone.

g far less exonsable, datkening of mand

Jesus knows our frame, and remembers
that we are dusi-—witness ilis patient and
terder dealing with john,  He first de-
mousirates  fhis Messiahship 1o hun, and
then, with a yentle rebuke, leaves him 1o
mfer from the proof he had given, that,
notwithstandioy  scenany  difficalties, all
must and wonld be well,

Jesus was very tender of tiis scrvant's
character.  leaving  John to finish his
coutse by faith and not by sight, and win
his martyr-crown by an unjust and shame-
ful death, e lefy, in few words, atesti-
monial 1o hun which covers lus name with
impetishable glary.

No carthhy monument, however great or
glorious, could compare with that brief tes-
timony of Jesus to the waorth of john,

QUESTION SUMMARY,
(For the Children).

(19). Where was John at this time?
Whom did he send 10 Jesus 2 What were
they 10 ask?  What did he mican by that 7
Why did John ask that, after sayving what
he dudw John 1:33?  Because heghad
grown fow-.pinted and very unhappy in
prison, and he began o wonder if, aiter)
alt, he mught aot have been wustaken,
(20). What dd the men say when thcyl
came to Jesus? (21n Did Jesus answer
them just then?
wanted to give them some proofs that He
was the Sonof God.  What proofs did He
give? How did ticy prove that He was
the Son of Ged?  Because, 710 one but God )
could do suchthgs. (22). What then did ,
He bid them tell john?  (23). What tnore |

gone?  What two guestons did be sk e
Was John Dle w s ?
weal, and bends cawly
and bold, and tue.
Jesus ask hete ?
kings' courta?

John was stiong,
23 Whae  does

f{ad John crer lwed wm
Where had e Ived ? Luke
1 So. What did he eat and wears  (Matt
34. 12035 What mere did Jesus say
about John 2 What sas lohn were tian a
mere propld” He was the Loed's mies-
senger, or heratd Whao sad shat you i
iny. 27?2 Do you think, from v, 28, that
John was the greatest man that ever lived ?
No, but there had been so greater profiket
Who may be greater than even Jolwm? e
who fenderstands and bedecies what the New
Tostament td's about Jesus  ‘Then will
vou not make haste o undersdand  awd
beliere what ¢ tells youw about Jesus? Caa
any vne trady de/reve i Jesus and vot Jove
and obey B ? No | that v quite -
pusnible

— e
THE INTRONDGCTION ANL USE
QF OPILI IV CHINA

W CLARKE, MISNIONAIRY AL KW
YANG 1,

By

The first mtrodutiion of opuam nto
China seems to be shrouded e mystery.
Some Chinese medical works speak of
e tse as o eardy as A 1L 73 [tseems
to have been cultivated mTong chea-Fu-
£, (dose to Burmah), but has met with
cunsidurable oppresition from the author-
ities from time to time, for about the year
1820 the prople had 1o grow it secretly »
s culuvaton s aow cartied on very e
tensniely o a number of disttidts, and
the vick! is abundant.

S0 etensively s thes article grown that
m somue pasts 3t forms the staple crop, it
tle or no grain bemy producad. .

Qptum was introdueed from Canton e
tween the years of AL T 1796 and 18215
stuggling was  alo extensively carned
on ; it was then worth its weight in gold.

It was packed in boses emveloped
silver, and duty was paid on the whole
as sther, smoking at this te was ar:
ried on secretty wath dosed doors, and
spies wese senmt to find them out, and
those captured, were, by the chief Man:
darin, branded on the mouth,  In the
vear 1568 a fourth grade military Man-
darn torbade his voops usmyg i, and
those who disobryed were punished by
having a prece cut off the upper i, In
1873 atay of &3 wash perday was le-
vied an the smoking dens, and had the
efieet of closing many of them.  As this
tax was asternards  removed, smoking
wenton ae wsual again, Intheyear 1873
the Governor esborietd the people to dis-
conunue the practice, and gave recipes
for those who wished to give wt up.

The cultivation s pow s extensive
that the imported Indan astidle seems
likely to be driven entirely out of the
market.  In the year 1820 opium was
sold at 5 per ounce, this year {1850)
1 1s worth 7% d. only.

The revenue at present denved trom
its importation is about £ 30,000 per an-
num. There are a ot of dinty, ragged, nus-
crable looking men going about the
streets, crymg * Dregs, Dregs.”  ‘These
dregs are formed from the stramingz ot the
optum, and the common paper 1> used as
the filter; thus disty  mass s boud down,
and the eatract sold at threepence an
ounce.  This is used by the very poorest
classes, and produces no onavng,

Its 1s5¢ Bas now become s tashionable
that aue is not conswlered  respeciable
unless he smokes,  The proportion of
smokess to nonamokers o the whole
population is abowt seven tenths of the
men, and thvo tenmths of the women., It
is rathes curious to notice the implements
used by these smvhers ., thu cheapest pipe

Why not 2” Because He | can be purchased for 115 d. . this carried

in a dirty, otly, blue calico bag on the
shoulder, marks the slave o this vice
The sale of this article i not confined to
the storckeeper unly, as vendurs of the
same walk the streets.  High prices are

b , See note. | pgang o five shithings
Thas i Had Jobie beew sffended v fesus w v -
clearl o rebuke, yet stk a rebuhe, mots way? Was ool that o rov oontle epraof 2!

A 15, many
bong omanentod web ol aver, and
Precions stones

Boos often beogn tosmaoke ab ten years

No. o reed s olages T hnow of one lad who used to

Join s father o thes practce, abo g
garl of eleven who usedat tor thiee years
Her father was most ansons or her to
RIVC U Uy, s shie was engaged to e mar-
ned , her intended dohnad to have bers
unless she gave it g ased, as hushands
buy therr nes forcash, it can be readily
sutiised what cansod the father sanvety

The action of this drog on the system
seeny to he that of a narcotic.  Old
smohers seem W lne @t a state of stupad
mdifivrence. the bram heing moa torpid
condinun 1t s very dihicult 1o ke
these poople realizc the ternble re-nits ot
following this e tice, theretare ¢ is not
satprsing o lind so kw are ansoas to
give it up [ have been usng wmy tdu
enc e amonyg the people, and hanving been
supphivd with medicme trom a friend, |
put out notaes to the effect thae 1T woudd
cure of the halnt, those who desieed it
free ot ¢ harge, upon payment of a small
deposit, which would be returned when
a cure was effected . only seven petsans
appliedd during the first twenty days, two
ot whom were cured, two gave up the
treatment, and three are on nal

There are very few who really wish to
discontinue it use ;. many speak like
orators against 1, yet they would reuine
a bonus to forake it Somctimes we
find cases who are abie to give up tiw
habit of their own wall. B often stands
m the way of preterment to affice. con
sequently  office-seekers generally relin
auish the habit when they find it 1o their
interest to do so.

A missionary writing from the capital
of Yunan says. “We passe { through o
very poor country, and were gricved 1o
sce hane the people were under the opium
curse  Nearly every one smokes ; ther
wretched appearance tells you this, vau
have no vveasion to usk.”

Yellow, shrivelled Cces, wativ filthy
ragged clothes, unclean hodses, miserable
dwellings, peor food, a1 wll the ~ane
tale.

They listen 10 the Gospel wih stupnd
inhficrence, tor § beliove their minds as
well as therr bodies are being rumed.

What about thetr souls? Oh' nis
awful to stand surrounded by grocp ot
these miserable objects o 1t s fearfulty
depressing as one feeh that then case,
humanly speakmg, s so hopeless

1 would ask that Christians comtinually
pray about this matter, that our ford
will have mercy upon the guldty and

affihcred.

- - :
Tur By is the great study of the
day.  If we want to meet the scepticism
of the future we must meet it by teach-
ing our young people the dottrine of
God's Word,  An acquaintance  with
God's Word is necessary to repulse the
cnemy of souls, and those who oppose
the truth,  We must interest youny
people by taking them while young, and
filling them with the stories of the Bible.
[{ we want to interest others we nust
have an interest i the work ourscives
i we wish to fire the souls of others we
must have 1 our heart the bove of God
ancd a high idea of the work. A living
interest on the part of parents is highly
necessary to thas Keew Robt. Gray, at
York Toaenshp 5 5. Aswwation,

A toudhing madent s related of a
negro . Bastern Afrwa who was seen
with an old coat. mouldy and moth-caten,
over his shoulders, which he had kept
for ten years . momory of the giver.
He described fum as “a white man who
reated black men as his brothers, whose
waords were always geatle, and whose
manners were always kind, whom as a
leader it was a privilege to follow, and
who knew the way to the hearts of a/f
men." The giver was undoubtedly Dr

Livingstonc.



