
FO1U.E1NG ANDI DISSOLVING THE P'ASTOR~AL JELMATTON

to prcach. But nearly ail refused to Il fellowsbip " hlmi. lie was not per.
xniittcd to prcach iii tlheir churchies. To thei thc decision of tha couneil was
law, tlîough it uttercd nothing authoritative. Tlîat couticil only said, Il We
have exanmined the case, and arc satisficd that lie is not a suitable person to
preacli the gospel. Wc shall fot felloiyslip in, and we advise others to take
the saine cours3e." No comipulsion-was used. Not a word of' authority was
uttered. Yet such is the respect paid to councils, that tlîeir influence in
church mnatters 15 inucli greater than that of civil courts.

6. If the pastor is instald over a clîurch by thc aid of a couneil, thiere arc
special reasons for dissolviny that pastoral reélation in the sanie way; for it
ivould be uincourteoiis to do otherwise. l3esidcs, thc impression would be,
that there was sonîcthing wrong on the part of the pastor, which led to lis
leaviig abruply,-or on the part of thc church left, soinething blarneworthy,
concerning whiclh they did flot wish to ask advice, or whiclî they did flot
dhoose to ninke public. Such an net couîd not fail of wea-kening, the confi-
dence of sister churches in that pastor, or ia the churcI, or in both. ]inws
of' courtesy should prevent such nets of disinissal wlcere flciglibouring pasturs
nnd dhurches unitcd in the installation.

In a counicil called by Uie clîurcli and duly organizcd, there can be nothing,
hidden or clandestine. Its meetings arc open and public ; and thiough purely
advisory, it has great influence in and beyond thnt chureh. Lt is an appeal to
the public for the wisdom, justic and truthfultiess of their nets. And publie
opinion is a strong agency-- a powerfut ally.

1 repeat, the callinig of a couneil in forming and dissolving the pastoral
relation is eînineatly Congregational. The pastor should claiin it ns well ns
thc eliurches. A fow ycars ago, Rev. Mr. S wvas prcaching in the town of
B3., Vt. H-e was a popular preacher; his influence was great, and lis pros-
pects of useflulness full of hope. But it began to be ruîuored tInt ho was
unsouiid on vital points of doctrine. The church eould not agrce on the
question of inviting hini to beeoie their pastor. A council was callcd. Thc
case demanded a large one. Miuisters and elîurclîes froîin thc surrounding
country wcre invited ; also the presidents and professors froin both Middle-
bury and Burlington Colleges. After a careful senrching and prayerful
exanîinntion, hie was found to bc all right-sound in doctrine, and ini church
polity purely Congregational. Iroin that time the confidence of the people
was rcstored-confidene in the mnan and in his ministry, sudh as they could
not have enjoyed but for that council. This fnet illustrates what imay often
occur, and the benefit of eouneils. While they aid the worthîy, tlîey lîelp to
kecp thc unworthy and those who teacli error froni our churchies. They pre-
serv~e in grater purity the faith, and define more ciearly the old Inndnîarkzs of
thc 1>uritan fathers. These occasional publie meetings incuc, with a
distinct objeet before intelligent, eultivated, Christian minds, tend to proniote
hiarnxony of belief and mutual progression of views ln our churches. It is a
fact, tInt these publie services have an educating influence on the lay dole-
gates, and on the church and coIw'recTation in attendance.

We admit that the gnthcring of councils eosts time and nîoney ; but the
advantages are a full compensation.

Thc examination of the pastor-eleet rnay bo conducted in a way that shaîl
confuse the candidate, and place liai in an unjust and unfavorable light
before thecehurch and people. Sudh evils do occur-evils that eau and should
ho gunrded ngainst with wisdoni, careful study, and a 'giregard for the repu-
taLion and success of the pastor, the purity of the church, and the glory of God.

Enton, P. Q., April 14, 1868. E. J. S.


