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gitimate neans of defence. Forbid that we suits of lier decisions, or a revîew of ber deliv
should havc fallen on such times, that the erancea. No human power cat interfere witl
British constitution could wink at such proce- ber decisions .. Church matters, Vhile she acti
dure. We should dread being associated with wîth due regard to ler constitution. Who
any body within the realm , were there even ever doea fot wilfully close his eyes to facta
Che precedent of such tyranny permissable. may have learned the faisity of the oft-repea

The most prominent difference betweei the cd assertion, that the civil court cat exercise
Church of Scotland, as established by law, pressure or control over te decisions of ont
and the Free Church, wvith regard to the civil Church. No Churcli couid act ivith greater
power, niay be briefly stated as follows :-the pover, and at the ane time with greater
former has the most unfettered control over safety to ail eoncerned. me independence
all spiritual matters, and also over all her ec- of our Church courts %al clenrly and fully
elesiastical and civil riglits and interests, so admitted and declared by the five civil and
that appeal is utterly fruitless, while these supreme judges in the case of Dr. Lochart
rights are exercised within ber recognized of Fraserborough, the first case that came up
constitution. The latter may possibly exer- aftcr the late secession-wlhen they declared
cise discipline, while thev do not involve that there was no Churcli superior to the
eivil losses and civil consequences in their Cburch of Scotland i olesiastical maLtera,
decisions ; if so, there may be an appeal and they furtber declared that the Church of
therefrom. The present case bas so far un- Scta mi-ht err ii jutigment and deal with
folded their real position as to shew that they undue severîty with oie or more of lier memt
cannot avoid the review and scrutiny of the bers, but they mubt notwithstanding submit
civil authorities. The closing up of this case The civil court could fot set aside, or redue
will likely prove, whether the Free Church bersentence. Tbis bas beenamplyconfirmed
may, even when acting within their constitu- in practice since then.
ion, exercise jurisdliction incurring civil con- Our matured conviction la, that the de-

sequences without incurring civil penalties. fenders in this case shail be necessitated yct,
Should the Free- Church find that they are -as they have been constrained to satîsfy pro.
thus hamppred, their only recourse will be, duction hefore the civil courts togo alan for ci-
as was contemplated, we believe, since the vil privilegea as a Church, ere thcy cao enjoy
case has been pending, to apply to the civil like freedoin, mucb more, ere they cao exer-
court for certain powers in self-defence. We cisc like power and authority vith the (hurck
cannot see why this should not be done by of Seotland.
those wNo went to the civil courts before teo
secession, and declared thati they would have
been aatisfled with aitegedhconcessions. Nor uE reUr tN ronA SCOTI .
can dve discover nny reason hiy this case bas
flot been tried long« ago, on its owr. ierits, ST. A,%iDUEv'5 CHiuoiic,
only lest their own wenkiesm saould h e d sen, Pictou, Sept. 3, 1862.
and lest they must admit that they ivcre fal- Wie stime and place ite Preslytcry of

pible in their devisions.
The conclusions already arrived at arc ver ictou met acording to adjournment, and

important for voluntary and self-constituied wvas constituted. Sederunt-Rev. ). %icCur-
associations. It shields individual m s- dy, Moderato ; onesrs. erdian, Pollok,
bers in the niinorit , from incurrig responsi o oray, McGregor, MeMillan, and Sinclair.

biiiewera teharns fte aeynu mi nisters; Messrs. Holmes, %IcRay, Fraser,calie, huder the briii crofhecase idi- Grant, Sutherand, Me Kezie, Rosa. Flean-
cat, tat nde fn Brtisi cown noindvi-in-and ?MeIGr-egor, eiders; and Mr. Christie,usup e redresd frog the op- of Lhk.

pressive acta of anfrbody, whetctr civil or aem
clesiastical-tat no spiritual assumptions theer. Adaa,
&hal screen any comination, from tCe neces- The minutes of lat ordinar meeting, ant
sity of pr-oducin, te "roundis oit vicb Lte>' of meetings by leave of the Snod, and of
proceed. Thbis is imortant for 'ail existin meeting t the7induction ofMr. inclair, wer
and future self-constituted bodies; and verv read, and, after corrections, sustaietie.
neccssary foo, for an association niay yet Tue Rev. George &f. Grant, M.Nissionary
arise, with pretensions muni morc dacerons froi P. E. Isbanut , ueig present, was requbmt.-
than the Frec Chutircl, and refuse to suiject ed to ait c nd deliberate vith the court.
their decisions to revier. IThe Rev. Simon M Greab or pas unani-

The Churcli of Scotiant lias no occasion to mously chosc Moderator for thte current
bave bier positiont defined, or to inqufre, who year, and the anks of hle Pressytry accord-
are the proler parti, 'om 'htom. Lu seek re- eti to the Rev. Daniel McCurd , the retifing
dress. To titis sit. _.. reason to rejoice. Mà%oderator, for his courteous coxtduct whilo

drom titis position she doc not seek to re- goa tle chair.
ront. She docnot shun to slto tite grouxd v Eiders present produced their commissions,

en whiclà ahe l)roceeds or to afford. open triaitltick wre read nd restaine, and their
to al, even thc Itunîblest. No' leed the namies ordered to be aoded to thte rl.
secsih of Scotland fear to produce thc re. Iuns ynoved by John Esq., le-

t


