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daily gathering strength among us. The much money on a black-coated, white-cra- mand for our pulpits a fair supply of the
disposition to regard the minister as tho vatted, sombre gentleman who has for ever surplus energy aud talent of the old coun.
hired scrvant of tha congregation is a gross renounced the world und is quite preparcd try, aud so avert that catastrophe which,
and dungerous misconception of thuir true to starve on Gospel principles. If this is svoner or later, must in this continent overs
relative positions, He who exercises the uot the language of muny it is undoubtedly take every purely Voluntary Churchetha
high and holy vocation of the cuve of suuls their practice. Now wo all know. aud none sud und futal mistortune of un iliiterate and
is not, cannot be, tho hireling of any man know better than clergywen thowsclves, uncultured clergy. [f we would hold fast
or of any body of men. He ucts directly that the clerical protession, though highly by our present position and principles, it
under the commission of Christ and cluims honorable, is by no means lucrative. A we would secure our well-being in the fu-
to serve the living God. Who is he that paitry dealer in molasses and tobacco who ture and retain inviolate our holy places,
will dare to assert that £150 or £175 is can barely sign his name and just knows we must, cach and all, tax to the utmost
the exact value, weighed and told, of u how to keep a shilling when ho earns it, our several ubilities, or wa will one day, to
preached gospol and a erucificd Lord? where ay, in o fow years, riso to the rank of @ an unfuiling certainty. be lectured and
18 the man who wiil blaspheme aguinst hea- merchant prince and ride in a costly chariot. preached to by uny conceited cobbler, glib
ven, by attempting to purchase with a paltry The minister of Christ is debarred from all of the tungue, who can quote Scripture and
sm—by settling a definite commercial price such hopes of worldly preferment—from mangle a text, or any loquacious rat-catcher
upon—that which is invaluable and wurth the ambition of worldly riches—from the failed in business.
more than the whole vorld and nll that it striving after worldly distinction, He hus, Once more, and wo have done. Some
contains?  We shriuk with intuitive and, voluntarily abundoned these pleasant and may sneer at our connection with our Pa.
indescribuble horror from such impious pre- alluring things of time and condemned hiw- rent Church und affect to cousider it a
sumption, aud yet wmany of us believe in self to a liiﬁ of rigid self-denial, of compar- baneful habit of dependence. We will not,
onr ignorance, and because we have been ative poverty, of unrequitted and unappre- we think, be tempted to appiy to them the
affected by the commercia! idea of moncy ciated toil. Does he not deserve respect 2 well-known fable of the fox and the grapes.
given and value received incidental to, if does ho not merit cstcem? Laymen can Believing thoroughly, und acting up to the
not inseparable from, Voluntaryism, wany never know, because the vast mujority of belief, that Provideuce will help those who
of us believe that the minister is paid for.laymen can never appreciate the number help themselves, we, nevertheless, and as in
his services. We would sulemrly warn our and extent and varicty of a minister’s la- duty bound, cherish the fondest regard for
people against this perverting and detest-,bors. They sce him in his duily walks or our good mother beyond the sea, and eager-
able error, against this abominable avowal periodical visitations or at a friend’s dinner ly invite her fostering care. With her aid,
of a traffic in souls. The thoney which we table, and they think that, because he is so and by our own strenuous endeavors, and
give to our ministers is hestowed for their snug and slick, he is a very fine gentleman God's choicest blessing resting on both, we
maintenance, not as their reward. They indeced, with plenty to eat and drink and msun to become, and we shall become, one
expect to receive that reward in another precious little to do. Let us follow him to of the fairest, the healthiest, the most vigor-
world when the Judge shall command that the study—let us seo bim there for hours ous of all hor Colonial daughters. Wehavo
the celestial gates be flung open in order to,and hours stretched upon the rack of thought, stood by her cause and fought under her
admit the good and faithful servants into.with all the powers of his mind strained to banner when she herself and we aloug with
the joy of their Lord. Those who are set their utmost pitch of tension, and if we can ber were tossed upon a sea of trouble, and
apart for the clerical office are supposed to appreciate the trying and lacerating nature now since we have both successfully wea-
be removed—as fur as it is possible to be of that incessant miental toil, which, far thered the storm we will each abundantly
removed—from the cares and anxicties, the more than the mere manual exercise ot the ‘participate in the otber's prosperity. But
rivalries and jealnusies, the atruggle for ploughman or the mechanic, will Sprinklelcven were there no practical benefits ac-
position and the contest for gain, incidental the locks with gray, will dim the bright cruiug to us from our relutionship to the
to the busy bustling world; aud seeing eye, and cause the stalwart firme to stoop, National Church, we would, notwithstand.
that they are thus forbid to labor with their we will no longer be disposed to envy his ing, inculcate upon our people the -duty of
hands somo other means must be devised lot. Ought he to be condemned to a life of loving her with the truest and tendercst
whereby their wants may be supplied and penury and privation 2 ought he to be com- love and cherishing her memory as a hely
their temporal comfort secured to them. pelled to eke out a miserable pittance? thing. Call it poetical, call it sentimeatal,
Let our people then dissbuse their miuds of ought he to be considered as a sort of sanc- cull it romantic, call it what you will,—
this dangerous misconception—Ilet them for tified beast of burden, a sort of meek drom- but thia regard for the lund and the church
ever discard and cast out from among them edary passing through a desert who can'of our ancestors has aiways been u potent
with every expression of the most sovereign subsist on an infinitesimal quaniityof aliment influence with the greatest and the best of
abborrence, an idea so repugnant to the spirit and who can starvo altogether at a pinch, men, has always nerved the strongest arm
of a free and universal Gospel, so entirely or to suit the owner’s convenience? Re- und fired the dauntle-s bosom. Such a
subversive of all kindly and christian prac- specting him for the sacrifices he has sentiment as this has frequently—and good
tice and principle—an ides ~hi~h would, made—approving him for bis zeal—loving it is for us that it bas so frequently —in-
degrade the Church of God intu a juart him for his Muster’s sake, would we subject carnated itsclf in a framo of giant atrength
filled with the stulla of the money-changers, . him, in addition to the torturing and harass- and noble proportions, has clothed itself in
and the minister of Christ into & vile and ing professional burden which be bears, tolgarb of mail, and gloved its hands with
mercenary huckster in holy thinge. all the hardships of a scanty income and a gauntlets of steel, What a multitude of
Another error, of the same parentage, stinted board ? would we, while we our-;noble thoughts, what an array of noble
and 5o closel; akin as to be but a mere selves feed upon fat things, while our corn deeds, what a long list of noble names do
developwent or consequence, must be now and wine do exceedingly abound, would we we not owe to a love like this! Let us
adverted to while we are in this admonitory place before him a platter filled with the then cherish it, nurture it, sedulously foater
vein. If the Gospel must be bought audlhusks which are the meet provender of|it, for its own sake. The world is £0 de-
paid for, of course, thoy who are smurt inlswine ?  Assuredly, if such is our policy, basing in its tendency—Mammon with all
business and greedy of filthy lucre will re-our cause must not prosper, our churchlhis train of cares and orosses and disap-
sort to the market whero they may obtain must one day crash down about our ears 'poimments so worries and perplexes us,
the best article at the lowest price. If we So long as we sustain our conneetion with, that, whatever would afford but a moment's
must have a clergyman, sowe will say, let the parcot church and maintain our minis- elevation and expansion to our souls, we
us by all weans have him at as cheap a ters, not as others do, but as they ought to would gladly exalt to the rank of a blessing
rate as possible—we need not expend too:be maintained, so long may we hope to com-|and a boon. Let us, by all means, never

LY




