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fur the maintenance of publie ordinances4. Cliorclies cannot be but amd rcpairc<l
without iunanm. M< nisters cannot live on air more tlein others. %Vnat the
temple, wbat the priests and I4 cvite.q, were tu the Jews, our cicurches, our
ministers, aire t4> us. By their ineans are the Nv,)rshli pand service ut' tl- Mo,.t
High celebrated a,îd upheld ainong us. The littie that is necessary t-ir their
maintenance is aIl the ackiiowlcdgmenet timar (od requires- us to itiake fo)r the
niany blessings, temporal andi spiritual, wvhich ive emiJoy at Ilis bmands ; and wlîeaî
ien are niiggardly or backward ini regard tu thlîk the. very sanie word.q mmmv he
addrcssed t4> tlmemi that were addrer.se;d to the Jews, - Nill a nai rob (Ùbsd ?
Yet bave ye rubbed iie." Gotl regards this, you Nv*ill lrcvasnot su inuch
a sin commntted. against nan, aïs a min couinîitted against I-!mnseW

T['bre is, iîmdeed, this difermce btetweni oui cage auid tiat of the .Jews.
The precise portion of our substance wlîich we are to set apart to the service of
the sanetuary lias flot been -spe ified. It ham heeni lefi to our owri discretion and
sense ut p)ropriety-. Those under the 01l Testainî were under tutors; a. Paîul
expresses it, were in their iiuînor.ty-, and their duties were strictly defined.

Ie are treated as tlîose wlîo, having reaclied imaturity, it is sutficient to specit'v
the duty and to leave minute partieulars to our own good sense and our féeling
as to what is riglit in the circ unistan ces. This reinark, which is truc of the
Gospel generally, is especîally truc of' that departmnent of Chri.stian obligation
which the text enjoins. Ilere Go'l luvethl a clieerfül giver. lie expects timat
our libecrality will flot be reluctantly wrung froin us, but that au coîîseientious
considleration of the tacets of the case, as weil as a regard to our oivii interests,
will dictate the degree iii which tîmis liberality shjuld bc extendcd.

It is certainly proper that with uis, aLs with the Jewm, the editice in whici cve
worship God should at leaf.t be such as is suitable to the purpose, should bc, kept
in decent repair, and that ever.ything necessary for the due celebration uf
Divine worshîp slmould, as far as possible, be provided. It is no legs becumningr
that tho8e who labour in spiritual things should bx, propcrly supported.

To this lest matter-the support uf' the ininistry-let nme refiýr moure par-
ticularly.

The degree of this support slîuuld, we have said, be estinxated by a due con-
sideration of the cireumeitances; of the case.

A proper respect for God's ambassador wilI lead us to proc'ide stitablY for
him. As we honour an earthly sovcreign by providing in a beeonang nianner
for bis aeknowledged representative,-as we offer an inidignity to such sovereign
by treating his represemtative with neglet,-so it is in sorne iàîcasure as regards
our treatumient of biimn %vho is hield up to us in Seripture as the messenger of the
Lord of Llosts.

Or do we look for a nmoment at the value of a ninister's services. How
trifling are the benefits whieh we derive froin, the exorcise oif any other calling,
in conuparison witm those which wc derive toni a preached Gospel. These uav
serve to provide nourisbment for the body, or Pad to the conîfiorts of life. it
secures those wbom it savinglyv influences ail that is really valuable in this life-
the Divine blessin gand protection, peace of' inid. and it dlues what; nutlming
else can-it provides for those who sineerely cumbrace it, happiness beyondi thme
grave. In proportion to our estiimmate of' timese blessings should bc our'readinies
to cuntribute towards the maintenance of religious orilinances.

It may, indeed, be arguied by soîne, that our Saviour and His apostces werc
by no means treated in t h manner pointed out here, but were too often left in
a state of pverty, and that those %vho profès. to be their followers should be
content to beý in the world as they were. It uhould be borne in mind, howevem'.
that their circumstanes were widely différent; froni those of the minister niow.
They came to a world steeped in beathen darknes, hi tterly opposed to the Gospel,
and they would look for nothing else but negleet, if flot positively badi treatment.
'The minister, now-a-days, labours axnong those 'who profesa toreceive snd value


