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The following interesting isketch cf the
Island of Errornanga is pulished in the Rie.
Sod of the P. C3. of the Lçwer Provinceq.

LY.TTER FROM 11EV MR. 31ACNAI1t.
EJtRo-¶NAIî,% August. 1867.

T7 e li &iretarjy o/ Erc College Mis3ionary
Society, <icsgow.

Wlhen 1 hrîd the pleagure of addressing your
Society in I)ecemrher, 1865, 1 forget whetlîer
1 then proinised to, write occet4ionaily froni
tii suiîy duie or net. Be that as it may,
1 shall new take for granted that such a~ coi-
inunication will net bts much out of place;
andi if 1 only succeed in expressing myseif
elearly, canr.ot be otherwvise, I tbiîîk, than in-
teresting 10 you. 1 fha)] also, with yotir
plrasure, take foir granteti that you have
hitherto, paid little attesntion ta, this group of
W-iands as a mission fie'ld, and that, therefere,
vou will nul be offendeti if 1 should attempt
te give yota an accounit ab initia.

TIIE FIELD ITSELF
Consista of forty or more iglands, twelve or
f'ourteen of wbich may ho conveniently com-
pareti with the larger of our ald 1lebrîdesi,
auch cs Bute, Arran, Islay, Jura, MuIl, Skye
fint Lewis, froim hetween 15 and 20 South
Lxt., and from hctween 165 and 170) East
Long.-in other worls 1500 miles 1\. E. cf
Sydnîey, or 1200 mile4 almost direct north of
Aucklsand, Nttv Zealand. No one ai presvnt
cati tell the exact population <>f thepae irilanâs.
It may, however, bts eirtimatpd et 100,000.

THE CI.IMATE
Cannot be very cold. If you. therefore, con-
sicler the vast amoint of vegetation which ist
ci.btantly dec ayi).g as well as coîîstafltly
growing in the vaillet< referreti to, you wvill
reaitiy corne to the coiîclusqion thut the)-
fliust lie capital genteratiwirs of feser ard figue,
antd soi tbey ire. But in addition, there are
ai.y swanipîs or marshes, which aie al6o

pro iific soui c-s of the saine malady. 'Ihese
sw.îmiés are forinet by alloiving fine springs,
wnich issue f'irth &t the foot of the mo:în.

tiito spiend ti tinselvcs over level land.
Trhe nattives prize the swanips very bighly
for the purpoqe of ;growiiig taro. But ti8
wlll lead us to, Fpeak of

'111E FRUITS AND FOoD.
The taro reieniblps aur homp rhubarh.

Trhere are two kitîda one of which grows in
dry land, the alhet in the inarsh, covered
witb wate'r. The root is large, aoniîitig
liKa. a Swredish turîîip, but much tenderer,
and more meally anid satîsifing than even
pc4utoeil.

The yam resembles peas or vines, and bas
to be supported after the sanie fashieR ; but
tme root, on te other band growis te a great
eizî>, IuUCtinies six ft-et iii letigth, and twelve
*t fifîean irches in circumference. It is more
lr1ke outr petatoe in taste andi zoloiar iLan the
tard.

'rTe banana growst in great abundance and
in grî.at variety. 'The leaf of tlie banftna is
very large as vvell as very fine. 'Ihe fruit
grîîws iri bondies, froni thte stemi of the iree.
A tree lias only coie hîunch, but a single
liurîch may contiin 100 bananas, whiclî, in
foi ni aud taste tire sornething like a very ripe
pear.

Tlie bread.fri-t is Psceedingly pretty, both
in color and forîn. I ar n ot aware thiat we
have aiîv fruit at home like it, eiîlîer in shape.
color or ta-te. Tfhe natives andi nosi foreign-
ers prize it very highly, as they aàse do the
hanaa; for niy ewn part, however. I cannot
say t bat 1 ami 1(1 fend of either. T1he bread-
fruit is as large as a gooti sizpd turnîip, or
nearly as large as one's head. The tree it.-
sqelf grows te a large sîze, so that îhey c-
casionally niake cances ;,ut of the trtînk. It
is a haîîdsonie iree, somnewhat resembling aur
ash.

Trhe cocoa-nut palm ia a remarkable tree.
a study in itself. It would require a long
letter te do it justice. It ia te the natives
what the reindeer is te the Laplander. From
ils straight stemi they cati build their houss
and thatch then wiàh its feathery leaves:
cf the fabrious net-work protectirg its Young
brarnches, they cari rake clothes ; its nul sup-
plies thent with drink, foci, ail, material te
inie their fish net.q, and cinci ta, lie their
t haicit and fenres. It ia one of the commnon-
est and tallest irees in tItis region. Thest
valuabie nuls, in tens cf thousands, are al-
lwed year lîy ýear te drap and decay. The
natives seil theni to the traders at the rate cf
half.a-dozeiî for a tohacco, pipe. There are
maîîy other nut, as w.ell as apple, bearing
trees. but the fruit o! thetn is flot very muck
apprecia'.ed hv Eurupeans, however highly
esteemed by the tiativeb.

The snigar cane grosea most luxuriously,
You niay sec the %avage carrying his dinner
uvs-r his shoulder ini the shape cf a stalk
twe!ve or flfteen feet loing, andi as thick as your
arn ; andi when lie takes it in h*s head to
commence Che oparation of chewing, or
rather teaning, hi. does sa ri sch a rate, and
afier such a manner, as to cause nsny ane
who has bad the niisfortune te have the tooth.
ache te envy the freski.ess and firmness of
his incisai-s, as well as the strength and
pîower of his gums anîd his jaw-bones.

The pupIpe7r, indigo. arrowro et, castor cou
plants, &c., grow sputtreously. l>ine ap-
pies, rranges arîd colion have been introduc-
ed, and ti Uiy aIl flourish exceedingly.Mr
Itîglis, one cf the older missienaries, planted
a few orange seeds about twelve years ago,
and now lie bias, Ia speak after native fabb-
ion, as niany oranges as would fill the quad-
ratègle cf )our college. At ai! events 1 with
one-haîf o! yeur nuniher were prescrit Io hetp
us to consume tbeni, f#r Mr. Inglis', iiîjunz-
tien ira oct te itpara tbe oranges but te spoue
ourselvra.


