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mercial causes generally., The importance of the eveat could
not at the tim: . fully appreciated, for English commerce was
destined to expand beyond the most sanguine dreams of the

_seventeenth. century, .

The eoraplete incorporation of the law merchant in the com.
mon law was not effected till the time of William Murray, first
earl of Mansfleld, who was chief justice of the King’'s Bench
from 1756 to 1788, Up to his time mercantile business had been
divided between the courts of law and equity. No attempt had
been made to reduce it to a system. In courts of law ‘‘all the
evidence in mercantile cases was thrown together; they were
left generally to a jury, and they produced no established prin.
ciple, . From that time we all know the great study has heen
to find some certain general principles, which shall be known to
all mankind, not only to rule the particular case then under
consideration, but to serve as a guide for the future. . .
Tord Mansfield . . . may be truly said to be the founder of
the eommercial law of this country.’”

The common law procedure was, however, less speedy ﬂnd
effective than that of the admiralty. To the litigant the triumph
of the common law courts under Coke ‘‘meant much ineonveni-
ence. To the commercial law of the country is meant a slower
development. But to the common law it meant a capacity for
expansion, and a continued supremacy over the law of the future
which consolidated the vietories won in the political eontests of
the 17th century. If Lord Mansfleld is to be eredited with the
honourable title of the founder of the commercial law of this
eountry, it must be allowed that Coke gave to the founder of
that law his opportunity.’™

But for Lord Mansfleld the merchants might have resorted
to the Court of Chaneery whose doctrine and practice had much
in common with their own., The law merchant borrowed much
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