
iie or two of the Colleg(:. Rýockland Lak and Haverstraw B3ay wure
on the opposite shore, whilst in the hils back of us were numierous
ponds and streanis abounding %vitlî life. Near the mouth of the Croton
Rýiver la>' the old Van Cortland Manor flouse, on the lawn of wliich
wvas a fisli-pond, constructed b>' somne of the early I utch occupants and

weil stocked witlî gold-fish. I)uring a heavy (reshiet onie spring, sone
years previous to the tinie 1 ani talking of, the batiks of this pond gave

way, discharging its waters an(l its contents into tlic Croton River. As

a consequence of this, the gold fish took LIp tlîeir quarters in tlic Croton
and H-udson Rýivers, and it was no unusual tliing whlen the isiiermien
were drawing their seines in tlîis vicinit>', for a rtnmber of gold.fish to be
amiong the islî taken. 'liese were general>' thrown back, but anyone

on Iîand at the tinie could always prcr wlîat lie wvanted and I, at
various times, picked oui sucli as 1 chose. These fishi had also froni

tinie to time been taken by boys to varlous ponds in the his, so that

there is no lack of gold-isli in the waters of WVest Chester Couint>'. I
nia> here mention, that further ut> the Hudson River a simillar fishi-pond

years ago gave wvay, %vell stocked witli the European Cari> that hiad bcen
brouglit froin I-ollarad. These have also taken to tie Hudson River
amîd are from tiime to tinie netted tiiere. I3eing, of the saine filthe>,
have crossed wilî tie gold-fishî i-.- breeding, and thie i-sult is tliat a
mottled Cislh is frequent>' to be seen, some of wliich bear ver>' littie of

the distinctive red that miarks tlie gold-fish proper. I have seen the

latter in tic lag,,oonis along flic raîlway in that vicinit>', eiglît or nine

inclies long, and atlhoughI it na>' seein scarcely credible, I have seen

themn lying iii shîoals near the surface of the wvater on a briglît surny>

day, in such abundance that the surface appeared to assume wliere they

wvere, a red tinge.
The Hudson River is fanîous for its eeis, and sinall specimens of

these were occasionallv brought to nie. A scoop-net, drawn through the

Iiquid mud! in an>' of the tide-water pools along the river niaigin

generally brouglit up more or less suiall eels, so that a good selection

could be inade of the size best adipted foi- observation. Fromn the

experience I gained with tiien, 1 %would neyer recomînend more tiîan
one snialh ecl beimig placed iii ami aquariumi, as twvo wvhiclî I flrst itro-

duced took up) their respective quarters at either end of the tank, and


