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of sparrows have been introdLtccd iiito f 1e Unit.d States and Canada
a considerable, nunîber direct froni Europe, an 1 a inuceli greater numnber

p b

frorn tlîeir progeny iii this couîntry. The places and dates cf the first
imîportationîs, so far as knowvn, are as follows

Brooklyn, N.Y., 1851-52 ; Portland, «Maitie, 1854-58 ; Pence Dale,
RThode Iland, 1858 ; Boston, 1858-1868 ; New York City, 1860 ;
Philadelphia, 1869, andc net long afterward.- into nearly every Stitte of the
Union. In Canada tlîey 'vero first introduced at Quebec in 1864,
«-ýfietr-e.i 1870, Ottawa the saine year, Ilaimilton 1872, Toi-ente 1875,
Hlalifax 1875-76.

The Englislî or flouse Sparrowv (Passer dornesticus) is conîmon
over nearly the wvhole cf Europe, the uci-theru parts of Afi-ica, and a
large liairt of Asia. It lias aIse been inti-oduced iute New Zealand and
Australia, and lias becomne, like the ralibits, a grcat pest iii those couin-
tries. It is known te have been quite coînnion in eastern count ries
before the beginning cf the Christian ci-a. Aî-istoLle mentions it as
being, a comnon bird in Greece in his day. Dr. Charles Pickering, cf
Bostonî, states tliat iii hieroglypie tinies Uic pictuî-e cf a sparrow indi-
cated an enenîiy or one ready te fight. I tlîink niost cf you wvlî are at
aIl fainiliai- 'vitlî tho habits and disposiio cf their latter- day descend-
ants, will agree itlî lue Lbatt tlîey au-e ne un ortby sons cf thîcir ancient

puguacicus sires. Iu an old anîd liiglly venerated bock, wvlicli some cf
you uiay cccasionally see, it is stated tlîut the current price cf sparrews
some twc, tlieusand years ago or tiiereabouts wvas twvo foi- one farthing,
a pretty sure inîdication tlîat sparro'vs wvere eitlier very hlentiful at tlîat
tinie aud place or that fartlîings Iîad a lîiglîer commîîercial value tlian
tlîey now have.

As lias already been stated the consensus of opinîion among
observers, î-egarding the habitq and food cf sparrows, is unmistakably
against tlieni se far as agricultural pursuits arc conceî-ned, and the
verdict lias gene forth rAiat it îvculd be better if they were made to go.

Accepting tlîis dictuni as final, the que-tien natuî-ally enough arîises, can
tlîey be mnade te obey?ý It lias beeu said by some thiat they could Ileaul
spirits frein tlîe vasty deep)," but the îeply to the question, Il Will they
coineV1 hms neyer been satisfactorily axîswered ; so, it may be with our
little fellow-6-migrants. The question cf tlîeir going wuay net; be vei-y


