
Hudson Bay Ccmpany, carrieti out an intelligent and valuable examina-
tien of part of the region nortli of Great Bear Lake, some resuits of'
which have lately been publislied,* and iii both of theso areas, between
1864 and 1871, the indefatiguable missiontsry, Abbe Petitot, -nade-
numerous journeys, of 'whichi ho subsequently publisliet an account.t
As Petitots's instruiments consisted merely of a conipass, anti a
watch which lie rated by the mneridian passage of the sun, it must be,
assumedti tat his inapping of the country does uiot possess any great
aceuracy. His work, however, considering the difficulties under wvhick
iwas performcd, is deservirg of ail praise, and his several descriptions

of the character of the country traversed are most valuaUe. It does.
not appear froin his account of tiieso regions thiat they are liely to.
prove of great utihity to civilized min, except as fur preserves, or possi-
bly froun the iniuietms wvhichi they may contaiti. Hie wrîtes: "C(e pays
est composé dle contrées silencieuses comme le tombeau, des p)laines vastes
comme (les départements, dles step)pes ghi-cés lus~ affreux que ceux dle la
Sibérie, de forêts chiétives, rabougries comme on n'en voit que dans le
voisinage des glaciers (lu Nord."

7. Area betwveen Stikine anti Liard rivets to the north anti Skeena
andi Pence rivers to the south, 81,000 square miles, or more thian twice
as latg,,e as Newfoiindland. Titis includes a portion of the wvestern,
Cordillera, andi, bet'veen the Liard andi Peace river s,a lar-ge tract of the
interior plateau region of the continent, parts of wvichel, there is reason
to believEý, consist of gooti agricultural land. Its western extremity
-was crosseti in 1866 aînd 1867 by tie exploratory survey of the
Western Union or Collins' Telegrapli Company, thten engraget iii au
attetnpt to connect the North Ainerican and European telegraphi sys-
teins throtiglt -AsIi. No details of this part of their exploration lave,
however, been pttblishied, antI if %ve niay judge from other parts of
thieir line, since chiecked, the sittwey matie wvas of too rougît a character.
te possess mueli geographîical valuie.

S. Area between Pea'ce, Athabasca andi Loon rivers, 7,500 square-
miles, or about hiall as large as Switzerlaud.
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