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and s'iiould b. adapted to, the hunger and needs of th~e cild.
During the. symbolic or play priod of later infancy, and during
the. kemnly observant but still comparativ.ly unrefloctive p.riod of
early cildiiood, empiiasis siiould be cast tapon the. sensory-motor,
the. iistoric, the. individual, the. social, ratiier than upon the.
abstract, the. techaical, the. scientilec.

ln tii. primary g-rades of the school, tiierefore, the. great.st
stress siiould b. plac.d upon activities conn.cted witii the. cild's
immnediat. experience, involviog a study of bit surroundings-
geograiy and history.

Wil. the work siiould b. purposive, it siiould not to any
great extent appeal to tiie coi u.wia instinct. Tii. cild is
usually specially interested. ln certain living foras of plants and
aimais ; but b. is not int.rested ini ait suaé forais, nor are iai-

mate objects devoîd of interest to iiim. The. construction of a
tiiermonieter or a study of variotas forais of vater mav lie closer to
the. cbild's life interest tban an investigation of certain animal <orms.

Tii. material sbould not b. sel.cted on the. basis of trivial
superficial interest, but siiould b. of sucb a nature tiiat when the.
cild realases wiiat is there and wiiat it means to, hui, it will
become interesting. The. despised and pers.cuted common toad,
usually look.d tapon as an ugly venomous and loatiisome beast
becomes an obj.ct Mf genuine interest wben the. cild learns tbat
tiie toad is entirelv iiarinless, tiiat it is on. of the. most bumane
and valuable By traps yet discovered, tiiat it destroys large nuai-
bers of injurious insects, tiiat its lif. cycle extends over tirty
years, tiiat it is easily tam.d and tiiat it is destined to beconie a
valuable and iiigiily appr.ciated donustic pet.

5. The. study in thie initial stages siiould not consist of set
fomIlessons. For example, the. metamorpiioses of an insect or

the. developaient of a plant <rom seed to fruit may b. observed for
montiis, witii an occasoa brief conversation to organize the. factsàarneid up to the. present, and to direct obevto for the. futur.
Dy spending an iiour a week, in brief or extended discussion (as
the. conditions Mf the. case requine), mucii valuable work c.a b.
don* in every grade Tii. sciiool garden, and the. lad excursion,
wiien properly conducted, afford the. ideal conditions for elementary
Natre Study.


