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tes and prophets by the Spirit, even that the Gen.iles should
be fellow heirs, and of the same body,”-—this 1nystery it is which

Buptism is designed to represent.  And how should the Church.

understand tho emblem it it does now know the reality, how is
it likely they should have right thoughts ubout the darkened
sbadow while their cyes are us yet blind to the substance. I
don’t wonder then at Christi ms heing bewildered about baptism,
(nor indeed do 1 wonder at their being bewildered about any-
thing,) as long as they remain in ignorance of God's thoughts
and God’s purposes concerning “ Iis Son" and * the bride”: for
until we know what it is to be “ in God the Fether and: in the
Lord Jesus,” we are children liable to be “carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunring
eraftiness whereby they lic in wait to deceive,”—looking at our
awn poor flesh instead of looking at Christ; considering our own
ginful nature instead of considering Him,and that throwgh Him,
4we are mide pertakers of the Divine nature,” (2 Pet. i. 4.)
rtakers of the heavenly calling,” (Heb. iii. 1.} yea, “par-
takers of Christ.”” (Heb. iii. 14.) The proper spirit for a Chris-
tian is Abraham’s spirit, the spirit of faith: “he considered not
his body now dead,” (Rom. iv. 19:) why then should we con-
sitler- ourselves now dead? why worry ourselves about what
“the Lord has buried in his grave? But this aguin brings me
back to Baptism.

Let me gather up the thought I want you to get hold of: it
i§ this:—Christ and the Church are one; “as He is, so are we
in this world.” The question then is, What is Clhrist’s position
as respects the world on the one hand, and as respects God on
the other? As respects the world he is dead, “killed and cast
out of his vineyard,” (Mat. xxi. 88, 39); the lifc he took frum
his mother, the life of Adam, that life he laid down for us at the
hands of wicked men; and when he laid it down and died, the
Church, his body, died with him, (Rom. vi. 5-11); and when he
rose, the Church rose with him, for™* we are quickened together
with Christ,” as+Paul says to the Ephesians; ¢ begotten again,”
as Peter says, “to a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
from the dead, (1 Pet.i. 8.) And what is the ground of this?
Simply the truth I have touched wpon at the commencement of
this letter, that Christ and the Church are one, that “as He is,
80 are we in this world.” As he died in the flesh, so the Chuich
being one with him, is to “reckon itself dead,” (Rom. vi. 83} as
he rose from his grave, so we in him are “ricen,” (Col. iii. 1.)
As he was “made of the seed of David, according to the flesh,
and declared to the Son of God with power by kis resurrection,
(Rom. i 4;) so we, though the sons of Adam, by natural birth,
are likewise “ begotten again (or regenerated) to a lively hope
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,” (1 Pet.1.3.)
Christ was “declared’ or manifested “ to be the Son of Ged by
his resurrection;” and thus the prophecy, “thou art my Son,
this day have Lbegotten thee,” is in the New Testament (see
Acts xiil. 82, 33,) referred to Christ’s resurrection rather than
to his hirth, for though ¢ the Son” before, he was not manifested
as such until his reswrection. In like manner the Church is
“begotten again by the resurrection of Jesus;” and, therefare,
the Holy Spirit says by Peter, “ the like figure whereunto even
bapfism doth now save us, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,”
(1 Pet. iil. 21.)

But, you say, you do not quite understand this. Thenlet me
try to put it yet plainer. You know;the Christian has two na-
tures: he is child of Adam by natural, birth, and child of God
by spiritual birth. In his old nature he is “in Adam,” and as
such, without doing a single act, good or evil, he comes in for
Adam’s inheritance, death: in his new nature he is #in Christ,”
and as such he comes in for Christ’s inheritance, life, (1 Cor.
xv. 22.) Just.as ababe without a singleevil act, simply becauseit
is in Adam, is implicated in Adam’s sin, and comesin for Adam’s
reward, death; so the young Christian, « the babe in Christ,”
being God’s child by faith, (Gal iii. 26,) withouy a single good
act, Just because it is, by God’s gift, united to Christ, comes in

for Christs reward, eternal life.  And what follows? Why
this, that us members of; und one with, Christ;since he died in
the flesh, we have died “also, (Rom. vi. 2); since he has been
raised up, we have “risen with him,” (Col. iii. 1); for “God katk
raised us up,ind made us sit together in heavenly places in
Christ, Jesus,” {Eph. ii. 6); in a word—that as Christ i:us died,
so we as old creatures have dicd; and as Christ liveth, so we as
new creatures in him, live also.  We are to judge thus concern-
ing oursclves, (2 Cor. v. 14); and sll practical exhortation to
“ die deily” is founded upon the one finished death in Christ.
“Ye have dicd, and your life is hid with Chyist in God: mortify
therefore,”? &c. (Col. iii. 3, 5.)

And this is just what Baptsm represents.®* It is the sign of
death with Christ, and resurrection with him; and, therefore,
we ure said, as in Romans vi, to have been “buried with Christ
by baptism,” because in it we signify that God hus laid our flesh
in his grave; and, as in 1 Pet. nii, to have been “saved by his
resurrection ‘through baptism,” because in that baptism we pro-
fess to have new life in him risen. When I go down into the
water, and my body is lnid under it, it is” the outward emblem
of my old man having been buried in Chuist’s grave. It shews .
that God has buried the dead out of his sight.  So, too, when
I am raised from the water, it is is a sign that I bave risen in
Christ, and in him profess a life which the grave cennot take
from me, even life in Christ risen. The submittiog to receive
this sign is our confession.

But you will understand this better i” you look with me fora
moment at Rom. vi. At the end of the fifth chapter, the apos.
tle had been preaching the exceeding fulress of the grace of
God,—*where sin abounded, grace did much more abound;
that as sin reigned unto death, so might grace reign.” Now,
this full statement of grace seemed open to an objection. The
objection was this,—and it is one which has always been made
to the doctrines of grace,—* I this be true, if grace is what you
say it is, so rich, so free, let us continue in sin that grace ma
abound.” Now, how does Paul, or rather the Spirit of God in
Paul, meet this objection? Does he say, as is sometimes said,
that mere gratitude for God’s love, forbid’s such an idea? does
he say that the greatness of the favour done to us, must neces-
sarily make us obedient? Nothing of the sort. His answer is
just this: % how shall we that kave died 1o sin, live any longer
therein;” in other words, how can a dead man live? %Shall
we continue in sin, that grace may abound.” How can we?
How can we that kave died to sin, live any longer in it?

But you will say, perhaps, ¢ died to sin? what does the apos-
tle mean ? how have I died to sin?” Now, mark his answer:
% Know ye not that so many of us have beenbaptized into Jesns
Chuist, have been buptized into his death?” Don't you Know
this? Are you a Christian, and do you rfot know that when
you were baptized that very baplism was a profession of your
having died with Christ? “Xnow ye not that so many of usas

. havebeen baptized into Jesus Christ have been haptized into his

death: therefore we have been duried with him by baptism tnto
death, that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the
glary of the Father, cven so we should walk in newness of life.”
In other words, at our baptism we signify, that, having life in
Christ, we have laid down the life of Adam in the grave of
Christ, that henceforth © as Christ was raised, even so we should
walk in newness of life.”” For, as he goes on, “if we have been
planted together in the likencss of his deatk, we shall be also in
the likencss of his resurrections knowing this that our old man
hath been crucified with him, that the body of sin, that is, the
sinful body, might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not

* With regard to John’s baptism, it was not Christian baptism. It had
no reference to the believer's union with Christ in his death and resurrec-
tion; and therefore “ certain disciples,” who had only received John’s
baptism were,rebaptized by the direction of the Apostle Paul, “in the
nome of the Lord Jeaog®2 (Acts xix, 1-5.) John's baptism was “wnte
repentance,” (Mat. iii, 17); Cluist’s baptism is ‘< unto his death,” (Rom.

vi. 4.)
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