
self an American: The preachers who bave moved and held
men have always preached doctrine. No exhortation to a good
life which does not put behind it some truth as deep as eternity
caui seize and hold the conscience." There may of course be a
great (lifference of opinion as to what is meant by doctrine, but
it ièt difficuit to concAive of definition which would include the

iatter contained in rnost of those sermons.
These nien are not referred to because of any recognised

pronlinence as teachers of modern Christian doctrine, but only
because they furnish ready illustrations of this mo*dern tendency.
Differing widely in education and training, writing under very
different circurnstances on different. subjects and in different style,
we naturally expect their treatment of theoiogical questions to
be widely different. Wliatever point of agreement xnay be found
must have soute other foundation tharI similarity of conditions.
As a matter of fact the differences A~e very great and the points

of areemnt ery ew. heyagree chiefly, perhaps only, in
their lack of regard for doctrinal teaching. And even this is
shown in different ways characteristic probably of the different
stages reached in two countries. The Scottish writer certainly
knowc something of the great doctrinal ideas, but we look in
vain for any indication that the American writer ever heard of
theut.

Since this neglect of doctrine is a modern tendency, it is worth
*hile asking what are its advantages and disadvantages. That

i there are advantages is quite evident, and one or two of the
more imfportatnt, nay be.noted. In the firt- place it bas the great
advantage of advancing peace and christian unity. Everybody
xiiust lament the great amount of tinie and energy that have been
wasted in quarrelling over matters of belief. To say nothing of
the eaelier ines, it is a notorious fact that the Reformation wasf hampered and its triumphs Iessened by the dissensions of the
Reformers themselves. And from the days of Luther and
Zwingli to the present hour, great lias been the dissipation of
chrîstiaii energy in the wrangling between different parties and
different seets. The name of Christ lias been dishonored and his
cause weakened by such dissensions, and it is an incalculable
gain if these could be forgotteri and the spirit of unity pervade


