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of Peter's imy ity. He seems to
have thought that Jesus did not realize the eagerness
of the people’s search for him: he little imagined the
wature of the prayer he interrupted.  WERr. 37, The
people were afraid hie wus ubout to repoye from Cuper-
naum. where his sty in Peter's house #as clearly Lem-
porary. Ven. 38, Cume Ifo: th. word is identi-
cal with the **went out™ in ver..35, and a striking
sense is obtuined if we identify Ghe two: But this is
not required, us the first is the evangelist's word and
the second Chirist's own. Luke's I wits sent " seems
to decide for the deeper meaning. Comp. John 8. 42,
Chirist’s refusal to remain in the neighborhood of Cu-
pernaum seems to indicate that the multitudes sought
him as & wonder-worker only: his words remind them
that to ** preach  was his great work. Ver. 30. The
fuller description in Matthew probubly is not confined
to this missionary journey. Note the supremacy given
o * casting out devils,"" the most symbolical and spirit-
ual of his works of power, VER. 40. The separation
of this miracle in Matthew is due to his employing a
topical, not ehronological, order: his narrative i8 ar-
ranged so us to set and illustrate the sermon, That the
mirnele immediately followed the sermon is near 1y, but
not absolutery, certain, Kneeling. Luke records his
falling into an attitude of even more passionite eager-
ness, Jf. Spiritual applications of thix are apt to muke
us take this if us & flaw in his faith.  But it follows our
Lord*s own model (chap. 14. 36). Only the grentest of
prophets had healed the leper, and Je<us had as yet
wronght few miracles. Thus the fuith involved was
mo<t emspicuons, and the exquisite trustfulness and ret-
fcence of the pruyer are full of profoundest teaching.
Ver. 41. Comprssion. Mark loves thus to bring out
the motives of Jesus. We should study these revela-
tions of that divine pity which caused the Inernution.
Comp. Luke 1. fatt. 9.36; 14, 14; 15. 32; 18, 20;
20. 34; Luke 7. 13; 10. 33; 15. 20. Touched. Thereby
imm-lnu Levitical defliement. He might have heuled

& word, but he would show us that contagions
ity which cleansed all it touched, incapable of de-
ement itself, His strict injunction of secrecy wus
perhups partly designed to prevent the hinderance to
his work which would have followed a sentence of
ceremonial uncleanness, Note how promptly his
answer comes, as the exact echo of the prayer—only
two words, yet there is a whole gospel in them. VER,
42, Straightway. Except on one or two occasions (as
chap. 8. 22-6), where special lessons were intended,
the cures of Jesus were instantaneously complete, his
fullness of power contrasting with the painful effort
generally appearing in the prophets’ miracles. VEen,
43, Charged. Literally, **having sternly commanded
kim, he straightway ecast him out.” Nothing could
e been more peremptory than the way he was
hurried away before the crowd could come up. Such
& miracle was enough to kindle & perfect conflagration
amida y so infl bl enger for n
nntional leader. Therefore Jesus sought to keep nway
mere marvel-seekers: he would draw those needing
help by faith in his words rather than in his acts,
Ilere there was also the dunger that the priests mizht
refuse to pronnuice clean one known to be henled by
Jesus. VER, 4. See Lev, 14, 1-32,  Testimony. That
is, that the Jews might satisfy themeelves of the renlity
af the cure, Vin. 45 Thus the faith which was so per
fect in nidversity failed in prosperity. Obedience wis
better than sucrifice, however gratitude might urge the,
neglect of what seemed ouly exeess of hamility in lhv-.
Healer. His disobedience ent off a1l opportunity of

remain in lonely districts, even there with dificully
finding the seciusion needed for prayer.

HBoerean Methods,
Iints for the ‘Teachers' Meeting aud the Claws.

There was an abundant fountain in Jei usulem which
never fwled when ull other streams were dry. It was
found to huve underground conuection w ith o vust sys-
tem of reservol +Solomon’s Pools ™ at Bethlehem,
S0 Ciirist on earth lived in communion with his Father
in heaven, und %o may we.. Show Jesus in vaiious re-
Lutions 1 this lesson ¢ 1) With Gud the Father, ver.35.
2.) With his followers. #) With a needy world. 4)
With the powere of evil. b.) With suffering and trouble.
6.) With the organized Chureh, us a loyul member,
ver, 44....8how the exsmple of Chirist in this lesson,
(Ihoughts for Young People.) oo.dn this lesson leprosy
may bet 1 0% n typeof sin: 1) Herveditary, 2)
Louthsom 8) Defling. 4) Incurable. 5. Deadly.
L...Chrisv's henling of the leper u piciure of saivation :
1) Need, 2) Prayer. 3) Fuith, 4. He touched
pim." 5.) Cleansing....Note the altructiveness of u
godly and useful lite=* all men seek thee,” Go with
any one who lives to do goud. ... The hiealing of souls u
greater mivacle than healing of bodies, Jesus could
notgive nll hix time 1o clewnse depers, for there were
wouls o cleanse from sin—i les=on for us.

Weferences, Frerman, Ver 30: The synagogue,
036, Fosien's CycLovEnia, Ver. 35: Pro~e, 800, 4508.
Ver.98: Prose, 6001, Ver. 30: Prose, 1172, Ver. 40:
Poetienl, 8212 ; Prose, 7172, 7178, Ver. 41: Prose, 729.
Ver. 45: Prose, 712, 4511, 1157, 11030,

O for athousan tongnes!

There's n wideness in God’s mercy.
Jesus, the very thought of thee.

1 sing of his merey.

Deep are the wounds,

Wonderful words,

The clennsing wave,

1'm poor, and blind, and wretched.
Tnvitation necepted.

To Jesus I will go.

Even me,

Take me as T am.

Primary and Intermedinte,

Lesson Tovant, Jesus's Tonch Cures Sin.

This 18 # lesson which needs eareful. prayerful prepa-
ration, The story of the leper's cure is tragic in its in-
tensity, and may he made most vivid to the children.
Bat it i« the story within the story, the picture of the
gaviour tonehing the sinner, which holds the real lesson,
and thix we need to bring to the children, believing
that litt'e hearts need and often feel the need of the Sav-
four's elennsing touch.

The Leper. Tell enough about the disease of leprosy
to show how it shutone out from home and friendsand
all the Joys of life, Draw a picture of this leper, a wan-
derer, fenred and «hunned by every one, hearing how
Jesus cured the slek by o toneh, Te knows that no
physielun enn cure him. e thinks Jesus ean if he will,
Perhaps he s afraid that Jexus will not tonch so
lonthsome n erenture, But he goes to him, and, kneel-¢
ing down, he begs him to cleanse this dreadful disense
awny, I thon wilty” he says, *thou eanst.” This
wie the 1eper’s faith, He believed in the power of

quiet work in ie towns, and Jesus wus compelled to

Jesus., But he did not yet feel sure about his love.




