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VILSON'S EXPERIMENT. _

THRILLING JOURNAL.
Copy of « Journal kept by a suffering
cmigrant on the California Mountains
from the 31st of October, 1814, o

SMareh 158, 1847,

Trueerey s Lage, Nov, 20, 181,

Came to this place on the 31st ol last
wmoenth 3 went wmto the Pass, the snow
waids o we were unable to find the roud,
4nd when witlhim three mileg of the sum-
wit, wuened  back to this shanmty, or
Truckey's Lake.  Stutont eame up one
Jduv after our arpvid here 3 we agun
ok our teams and waggons and made
agother unsnccessfunl attempt o cross,
ny company with Stantou 5 we returned
to tiie shanty, 1t continned to snow all
die tmes We have now killed most of’
wirr cattie, Jmving to reman here until
neat sprng, and hive on lean beei with-
it bread or salte Itsnowed during the
sace of cight days, with little inter-
anssion, nfter our arrival, though now
clear and pleasant, freezing at night §
e snow nearly gone from the valleys.

Nov. 21—Fme morning, wind N. W,
twenty:wo of our company about start-
myg tu cross the monntains this day, ine
Wnding Stanton, and his Indians,

Nov. 22—Froze hard last night  fine
aud clear to-duay 3 noaccuunt from those
ut the mountams.

Nov. 23—stme weather wind west §
the expedition across the mountains re-
tured, aller an unsuecesstul attempt.

Nov. 250—Cloudy ; looks like the eve
of 21 snow stor 3 our mountaineers are

to muke another attempt to-murrow, if’

fuir 5 froze hard last night,

Nov.26.  Beman tosnow last evening,
now rains, or sleets ; the party do not
startrto-day.

Nov.-29: Still snowing ; now about
three fect déép ; wind wests kitled my
Inst oxen to-day 3 gave another, yoke te
*ostor 3 wooid hard to be got.

Nov. 30. Snowingfust, looksas like-
1y to continuie as when it commenced ;
no hving thing without wings can get
sbout.

Dec. 1. Still snowing ; wind west 3
snow about six or six and a hall feet
decp 5 very difficult to get wood, and
we arecompletc ;7 lonsed 5 our cattie all
Xilled but two or three, and they, with

~the horses and Stanton’s mules, all sup-
ed to be lost in the suow 5 no hopes
of finding them alive.

Dec. 3. Censes snowing 3 cloudy all
day, warm cnough to thaw,

Dee. 3. Beautiful sunshine, thawing
a little 5 looks delightful after the long
storu, snow seven or eight feet deejn

Dec. 6. Themorning fineand clenr;
Stantonand Graves munufacturing suow
shoes for another mountain serabble ;
10 dccount of mules.

Dee. 8. Fine weather 3 frose hard
last hight ; wind south west 3 hard work
0 find wood sufficient to keep warm, or
cook our heefl

Dec. 9. Commenced snowing ubout
41 o’clock ; wind northhwest 3 took in
Spitzer yesterday, so weak that he can-
not rise without help, caused by starva-
4ion. Somce have ascantsupply of beef
Stanton trying to get some for himselff
and Indians; not likely to get much.

Dee. 10, Snowed fast last  night.
with heavy squalls of wind ; continues
1o snow 3 now aboutseven fectin depth.

Dec. 14. Snows faster thanany pre-
arjous day ; Stanton and Graves, with
weveral others, preparing to cross the
mountains on snow shoes ; snow cight
feet on the level.

Dec. 16. TFair and pleasant ; froze
hard Jast night, the company started on
entow shoes tocross the mountain 3 wind
southeast.

Dec. 17. Pleasant; Wm. Murphy re-
turned from the mountain party Jast
cveping ; Balis Williams died night be-
fore:l:5t 3 Milton and Moah started for
Donuer’s cight days ago ; not returned
yet:; think they are lost in the snow.

" Dec. 19. Snowed last night ; thaw-
ing to-day ; wind northwest, & little
sogular for_a thaw., ,

Dee, 200 Clear and plensant § Mrs,
Reedhere s nonccount from Milton yet
Charles Burger set ont from Donner’s
turned baek, unublo o proceed 5 tough
times, but not  discourgad, onr hopes
are in God 3 Amen.

Dee. 21, Milton got back last night
from Donner’s enmp; sl news 3 Jaeoh
Donner, Sumnel Shoemaker, Rbines
heart and Smith are dead § the restof!
them in 2 Jow situation 5 snowed all
night, with u strong southwest wind,

Dee. 23, Clear to day ; Milton took
some of Ins meat away ; atl woll at
their eamp. Began this day to read the
“Lhirty Day’s Prayer,”  Almighty God
grant the request of unworthy  sinners,
Dees 28 Rained all night, and still
continues § puor prospeets for any  kind
of camfort, spiritual -or temporal,

Dee. 25, Began 1o snow vesterday,
snawed all night. aud snows yet, rmpil-
ly 5 extremely dufficnlt to find woud ;
oflered onr prtyess to Gald tlug, Christ-
nis mormng 5 the prospeet is appalling
but we trust m Him,

Dee. 27, Cleared  off yesterday
continues clear 3 snow nine feet deep ;
wood growing searcer 3 a4 tree when
felled «wnks mto the snow, and is hard
to he got at.

Dee. 30, Pine clear morning 3 froze
hard Iast mght 5 Charles Berger died
last evenmg about 10 o'clock.

Dee. 310 Last of the year 3 may we
with the help of Gad, spend the coming
year hetter than we did the past, which
we propose to do, if' it is the will of the
Ahnighty to deliver us from our present
dreadful situation ;3 Amen.  Moming
fur, but cloudy ; wind cast by south ;
louks like another snow storm ; snow
storms are dreadful to us 3 the snow at
present is very deep,

Jan, 1, 1847 —~We pray the God of
merey to deliver us from our present
calamity, if it be his holy will,  Com-
meneed snowing lust night, and suows
a litle vet; provisions getting very
scant ; dug upa hide from under the
snow yesterday 5 have not conunenced
on it yet,

Jan. 3. Tairduring theday ; freez-
g at night 3 Mrs. Reed talks of eross-
ig the mountains with her children.

Jan. 4. Tine :norning, looks like
spring ; Mrs, Reed and Virginin, Milton
Elliot, and Eliza Williams started a
short time ago, with the hope of crussing
the mountains 3 left the children here
it was diflicult for her to part with them.

Jan. 6. Ehza came back from the
mountain yesterday evening, not able to
proceed 3 the -others kept ahead.

Jan. § Verycold thismornng ; Mrs,
Reed and the others came back, could
not {ind their way on the other side of
the mountain 3 they have nothing hut
hides to live on.

Jan. 10, Began 1o snow Iast night ;
still continues ; wind west northwest.

Jan. 13. Snowingfast ; snow high-
er than the shanty ; 1t must be thirteen
feet deep 5 cannot get wood this mor-
ning ; 1t 1sa dreadful sight for us to lovk
upon.

Jan. 14, Cleared off yesterdny 5 the
sun shining brilliantly renovates ous
spitits ; praise be to the God of heaven !
Jan. 15. Clear day again ; wind
northwest 3 Mrs. Murphy blind ; Lan-
thorn not able to get wood:; has but
onc axe between him and Kieshurg 5 it
looks like another storm ; expectingan-
other account from Sutter’ssoon.

Jan. 17, Tliza Williams came here
this morning ; Lanthorn crazy last
night ; provisions scarce ; hides our
main subsistence'; may the Almighty
send us help,

Jan. 21. Finc morning ; John Mat-
tice and Mr. Denton came this morning
with Eliza ;:she will not cat hides;
Mrs. sent her back 2o live or die
on them.

Jun. 22. Bogan tosnow after sun-
riso ;" likely to continue ; wind north.

Jan, 23, Blew hard and.snowed all
night 3 the most severo storm we have
experienced this winter 3 wind cast,

Jun, 26, Cleared up yesterday 5 to-
duy fine and pleasant, wind south ;) in
hopes we are dono with snow storms 3
those who went to Sutters, not yet re-
turned § provisions  growing seant
peopte grrowing weak ; living on small
allowanee of hides.

Jan, 27, Commenced snowing yes-
terday ;3 still continues to-day,  Lewis
(Sutter’s Indian) died three duys ngo s
food growing searce 5 dont have firs
enongh to ceok our hides,

Jun. 30, Far and pleasant 5 wind
west 3 thawr~g m the sun § Johnand
Edward Breen went to Graves thas wor-
ning ; the seized on Mrs,
coods until they would be panl ; they
also took the hides whieh herself and
family subsisted wpon.  She reganed
twao picces only, the balance they have
talsen.  You may Judge from tins what
our fuir s meamp 3 there 1s nothing to
be hud from huating, yet perhaps there
soon will be,

Jan., 31 The sun does not shune out
brillinnt this morning 3 froze Jurddast
night; wimd northwest ; Lanthron Mur-
phy dicd Inst might abont 1 o’clock
AMrs. Reed went to Grave's this morning
to lovk alter goods.

Feb., 5. Snowed  hard until 12
oclock lnst mght 3 nkmy wnensy for
fear we shall perish with hunger 3 we
have but httle meat 1ef}, and only three
hides ; Mrs Reed has nothing but one
hide, and thatis on Grave'shosse 3 Mil-
ton lives there, and likely will keep
that ; Xddy’s child died last night,

Feb. 5. It snowed fuster last night
and to-day than it hus done this winter
before ; still continues without inter-
missicn 5 wind southwest 3 Murphy’s
folks and Kiesburg say that they cannot
cithides ; I wish that we had enough
of them ; Mrs. Eddy is very weak.

¥Feb., 7. Ceused to snow at Jast ; to-
day it is quite pleasant 3 MceCutcheon’s
child died.on the 2nd of this month.

Yeb. 8. TFine clear morning ; Spit-
zer died last night, we will bury him in
the snow.  Mrs. Eddy died on the night
of'the 7th.

Febe 9. My, Pike's child all but
dead.  Milton is at Murphy’s not able
to get out of bed 5 Kiesburg never gets
up, suys he is not able 5 Mrs, Eddy und
chuld were buried to-day ; wind south-
cast.

Feb. 10, Beautitul morning ; thaw-
ing in the sun.  Milton’s Lot died
last might at Murphy’s shanty ; Mrs,
Reed went there this mornmg  to
sce after her effvets.  J. Denton: trying
to horrow meat for Graves ; had none
to give 5 they had nothing but hides ;
all are entirely out of meat hut 2 httle
we have ; our hides ure nearly all eat
up, but with God’s help spring will soon
smile npon us,

Feb. 12, Warm, thawy morning.

Feb. 14, Fine morning, but cold.
Buried Ailton in the snow 5 John Den-
ton not well.

Feb, 15, Momning cloudy  untit 9
o’clock, then cleared off warm.  Alrs.
— refused to give Mrs.
hides. Put Sutter’s packhides on hery

.
*x

Weall felt very unwell 5 the snow is
not getting much less at present,
Feb. 19,

Iurg here, wnble to go. Buried Pike's
child this morning in the snow ; it died
two duys ago.

Feb, 230 Froze hand last nigldt ; to-
day plewsantand thawy—hns the np-
pearunce of spring, all but the deep
snow 3 wimd south-southenst, Shot a
doge to-day, and dressed his flesh,

Feb., 25, Tu-day Mrs, Murphy says
the wolves ave nbout to dig up the dead
bodies nromd lier shunty, and the nights
are too cold to watch them, hut we heur
them howl,

Feb. 26, Hungry times in camp
plenty of hides, but the folks will not
ent them 5 wo eat them with tolerably
goud appetite, thauks be tothe Almigh-
tv Gl Mrse Murphy said here yes.
erdny, that she thought she would com-
menee o Milton and eat him; 1do

tressing.  The Donners told the Cul-
ifornin folks, four days ago, thut they

they did not sneeced that duy or next
in finding their cattle, then ten or twelve
feet under the snow, und did not know
the spot, or near it, they have done it
ere this.

Feb. 28, One solitary Indian passed
by yesterday 3 cmnefionithe luke 5 had

five or six roots resembling onions in
shape; tusted some, hkie a sweet pota.
toe, full of'tongh little fibres.

Murch. 1, Ten men  arrived this
morning from Bear Valley, with pro-
visions., Weare to sturtin two or three
days, and eatchour gords here.  They
sy the snow will reman until June.

The above mentioned W n men started
for the valley with seventcen of the
sufferers 3 they traveled fiftcen miles,
and asevere snow storm cameon 3 they
left fourteen of the emigruts, the wri-
ter ofthe above journal and his family,
and succeeded in getting in hut three
children. Lieut. Woodworth imme-
diately went to their assistance, but be-
fore he reached them they had caten
three of their number, who had died
from hungerand fatigue ; the remains

ty bronght in. On 29th c{".-&pril,’lSW;
the lust member of that party w
brought to Sutter’s Fort. It is utterly
impessible to give any description of the
sufferings of the company.” Your reas
ders can form some idea of them by pe.
rusing the ahove diary.
Yours, &c.
GeorGE McKissTry, Jr.
Fort Sucramento, April 29, 1847.

A MOUSE STORY.

A Siveixe Mouvse~It is now more
than o month since we obtained posses-
sion of the little ereature which T shall
attempt to deseribe. A member of the
family sleeps in a chamber where two
canary birds are generally kept in sepa-
rate cages. He was awakened one
night by a peeatiar sound in the wdjoin-
ing bath-room, which he compares to

{ the twittering of birds when alarmed.

Supposing that some virmin was endea-
vonng to get into the cages, he got up

any|and made an examination, without be-

ingable to perccive anything unusal

shanty and wonld notlet her have them. | about the shelf where they  rested, bat

Feb. 16, Commenced to rain Jast|immediately upon returning to bed the:
cvening, and turned tosnow during the | noise recommenced, and he again got
night, and continued until morning ;' up and examined withont success. In
weather changeable, sunshine, thenjmoving 2 chair, however, on his second
light showers of uil, and wind at times., return, 2 mouse sprang by him, to whose
presence, of course, the uncasiness and:
alarn of the birds was attributed ; no-
Troze hard lu=t night.jcordingly a trp wasset,and in the mor-
Seven men arrived from California yes-| ning three little prisoners were found
terday evening with provisions, but!in durnce and sentenced on the: spot
leftthe greater part on the way. ‘Co-|to be drowned in 2 bucket without ben-

thismorning, twenty-four in number,

day it isclearand wann for this region ;| efit of clergy. But ovr surprisc and us-
some of the menhave gone to Donner’s; tonishment may ‘better be conceived.
camp, they will start back on Monday. | than described, when one of the little
Feb. 22, The Californians sturtcd' beauties perched upon hishind legs like,

a squirrel, commcngcd-a): plaintive ap-
some ina very weakstate. Mrs. Kies-' peal to our compassion in a strain.
burg started with them,and lefR: Kies~! once the most. mowrnful and expresnve,;

i

not think she hus done so yet 5 it is dis-.

would commenve on the dead people, iy’

w leavy pack on his back 5 gave me

der of them Lieut. "Woodworth’s pays |
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