
the fruit of a troe, is a violent poison, with whichi the Malagese
exorcise wvhat we might eali the judgement of God. Thus,
wlien aiiy one, oithier through' malice or in good thitb, has
been accused of a crime or of sorcery, it is necessary that ho
should cleai' himiself fromn tliis imputation; without doing so
hie w,ýould be dishonorcd before the whiole woold; even hie
parents wvould hiave to separate from him. Indeed, bhould he
hesitate to submit to this trial, the hcead. of the family placýas
'before himn a littie of every thiug -aecessary for life-a sauee-
pan, a kçnife, a spoon, rice-and says to hlm: " 1Take these, my
friend, you have your arms, you are very wvell, you can earn
jyour bi'ead; go where you please, since yoii accept the accu-
sationi." The fear of' being thus dishonored and rojected
causes the greater number, especially of those who kniow'tliem-
selveb to be innocent, to accept tlue ordeal voluntarily, and they
are the first to demand it. Lately, three persons at INossi.bé
a man and two women, wvere accused of having canseci the
deathi of one of their fanuily. '"lVery weil1 we will takce the
tanquin," they said, "<and -we shahf sec if 'we are guilty." But
-as the operation could flot ho prudcntly carried out at Nossi-bô
thcy wentawvay to the large island with thieir accusers. They
retired fo a place particularly reserved for these trials, where
bue bou-nds are marked by the numer ous tombs of those wbo
have succumbed. There a largo firo, is lighted, and a large
pan of rice is boiled into broth. The patients are seated on a
mat. Wheni ail is ready, the administrator- of the tanquin
takes the poison, weighs it, and shows it to the witnes.ses, s0
that they inay convince themselves that ho gives the same
*quantity to each. The accused swallow iL Nvithout hesitation
for ordinarily the sikily has told them to have confidence. The
great object for themn is to vomit. To cause this effect, they
are made to eat a great quantity of boiled rie, so as to force
the stornach to reject it. But it oftcn Il aPpens that the stom-
ach resists ail efforts and retains the fatal poison, and thus it
happened. to two of these accused, the man and a womnan.Th
banquin wvas not slow to produce its effect. Their bodies were
swollen out of ail proportion, the hair stood on end upon their
heads, they utterred cries of pain and fear, which was taken by
'othiers as proof of thair crime. Thon the trial is finished, in
the opiniohi of the Malagese they are vidently guilty. They
_are placeci on the scaffold prepared belforehand, and the poor
-Crcatiires are soon reduced *to asiles. As to the womau who


