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Out onttrtbutotosa
SOMIE NOTES ON THE AfERICAN ASSEMBL Y.

DY KNOXONIAN.

The ptincipal d,ffeten,-t e btween the Amerkcan lresby!er
tan Churà hand cuis os a Jffeente '.n numbers. <Aur negb.
baurs hold the same do,-tg nes, ad..Pt the samne pei;ty. ad
minisier the same Jo..eIpimne, pteah the sarre Ccspet The-,
6,uou ministets fioik among 6,Qecro of C ipeople , our -%,
wark among ~î,u The rnerbershWp af the Amerat
Churc.b os nearly Suwa%,ou. theiembershp -f ours las, Vear
was 157,99o. Their revenue for ail purpases last ycar was
nearly $15,000,000; ours was $2,054,95T, Theirs is a bigger
Church mainl>' because they worle amang a larger popula.
tion. There are gcod men in bath Churches, and the>' have
mare af tbern ; middling meni in bath, and tire> have more of
them , bail men ini bath, and the>' have marc ai thera -
cranks in bath, and the>' have marc ai thent - fools in bath,
and thcy have mare af thern. The difference between the two
is mainly a différence in numbers.

Between the typical Canadian and the typical American
minister there is nat mucb différence except that the Amer.
ican brother ma>', perhaps, bce a man of mare rescurces. He
is flot a better Christian, or a better schalar, or a better
preacher, but be bas attin ta work a harder field, and stzrn
neccssity makes hum resourc.eful and many sded. An Ameni
can mîonister, especially in the west, bas ta figbt against ail
the ordinary evls and sevural special ones bappil>' unknown
in Canada. He bas ta contend agasnst the Sabbath news
paper, aganst the open saloon and apen store on Sabbath.
against easy divorces and the deluge ai evils that came ir
along with :bem ; against the grass materialismn that alway<
cornes with cxtraordinary proslienity , agaiflst the sacialism,
atheism, anarchism and a daien other pestClential isms that
are dumped into the country front Europe , against the law
lessness and redlessness of tbe new territanies and the vkces
af the aild coties. A ministei wba !%as ta cantend against these
special devlapments ai the %,Pold, the flesh and the devil
mnust have resources or de, that is, die eccle3iastically of
course there are compensatons. If in any communýty tl'e bad
are verv bad, the gond are l;kely ta be extra goad The
tence is sa higb in Chicago ar New Yark that a man can
hardi>' get an it. Nobady grudges the American brother bis
resources. He pays dean>' enough for ail hie learns aiter he
leaves callege. lintha school in which bc takes bis post-
graduate course the fts are higb and the discipline severe.
Canadian ministers should be profoundly thankful that santie
of ttie difficulties mentionedl are unknown in Canada, especi.
ally the difficulties arising tramn open, deflant Sabbatb dese-
cratian. Let us stand up manfully always and everytvhere for
a quiet Sabbatb.

The dead line ai luft> is for the most part an imaginar>'
line drawn through the newspapers and througb the imagina.
tions of miristers who allowed their minds ta become alid
long befare they saw fifty. There are mare men in this As-
sembly with grey heads or heads with little on tbemn ta bc-
corne gre>' than we ever saw in a Canadian Assemnbly. Con-
gregatians af a certain type may prefer very young aiinisters,
but most ai the pastars and professors who compose this
great court are a long way fromn boyhood. The idea that the
American peaple are lacking in respect for age is also pure
fiction so far as thià Assembl>' is cancerned. The twa oldest
men in court art the Moderator and Dr. Smith, of Baltimore.
The moment either riscs the Assembl>' quiets dawn, no mat.
ter what is going on. The profound respect the Assembl>'
bas for Dr. Green's honaured lufe and noble Christian
character does far mare ta preserve order during t1ais long
and exciting Briggs debate than any qualifications tbe Doctor
bas for presiding over six hundred excited Presbyters.

One of rhc strang points of this Assembly is its ability ta
put tbrough routine business with neatness and despatch, es-
pecially despatch. The tact is, mast af the reai work is donc
down-stairs in committee-roam;,, and the resuits made kriown
and endarsed in the Assembly. No otlier way is passible. If
an Assembi>' ai neari>' six hundred members, mostly good
tal-kers, once began ta discuss the jtorsonflfa thirty stand-
ing and many special committees, a large number ai Boards
and any number of ather minor organizatians, whea wauld
the discussion stop ? For the flrst three days tbe routine
went thraugh ia grand style. On Home Mission day the

* oratory broke loase and flawed on with increasîng volume
until the Briggs case was disposed af. The Assembl>'
setmced ta cal'it i for the seats were always full, and na
doubt the visitors did, for the galleries were nearl>' always
crowded. The Amencan Presbyterian, like bis brother and
sister the world gaver, does lke a good discussion.

In the quality ai the aratory a Canadian Assembl>' wauld
compare lavourabl>' with ibis une. If out aeighbours have a
larger number af gond speakers il os because tbey have a
larger nurnber of ail kindb. Their oxatory, however, bas
saine marked cbaractenistics weii wartby ci sîudy. Tht typi-
cal speaker bere usually begkns without a .5ingle word ai in-
troduction and ends wlien bc as reailly donc. Sanietimes be
says * Moderator' as bc sats in and saractimes bc cionas
that duty. He rarely tells you that hc cannot give a gosilexit
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vote an this question," or says anything about bow ho tbinrss
or baw he feels. He zeldam troubles you writh an>' seasans
wby ho is galng te speak. He goes ta work witbout any
preliminaries wbatever, says wbat lie has ta sa>', illustrates,
makes points in a condensed way, and sits down as suddenly
as ho began. Cutting off cammonplaces at the end of a
speech and Ilpreliminar>' remrks " at the beginning save
a vast amount af pretiaus time and make speci-bes mutb
more tîvel>' and attractive. ut fcourse there are exceptions.
There are speakers here and everywhcre wbo cannot Lon-

dense, who canenot begin without preliminanies oi stop whcn
the>' are donc, who have no idea ai time wben tbe>' thern
selves are îalking, but centaini>' ane haractenstir. af the bcst
type af oratory in ibis Assembiy is the abilit>' ta make points
s na condensed way.

The Woman's l orcîgn Missionar>' Saciety' s onecai tbe
dMost successi i workîng instittibns af thîs Cburch. Last year

the>' came within about $iu,aoo af raising as rauch maney
for Foreign Missions as ail the congregatians. The amaount
ra îsed b>' the congregations was $346,779 ; b>' the Woman's
Board, $336,244. The increase over the contributions ai the
formier year was a tbausand dollars mare than the increase
in the contributions of the cangregatians. In a short time
the Waman's Board will bc a greater cancern than the Men's
Board.

The Briggs case ended just as any man wîtb apon cars
and eyes who bad been in the Assemnbl>' a few days could
sec it would end. By a maiority ai nearl>' eight ta one the
Assembl>' vetoed bis electian as professor ai Biblical The-
olagy in Union Seminar>'. Dr. Briggs bas bimself and bis
friends ta tbank for ail this trouble. The Chutcb i3 greater

ithan an>' professor in it, or than an>' theolagical seminary
sin it, and if a professer or any other man tîtacbes daubtful

doctrine and wantanly raps the best feelings ofthtbusands ai
tgond men and women, lbe must just faate bis chances. Dr

Briggs taok his, and neither hc nor bis triends bave an>' ight ta
5complain. Perbapa the>' ma>' bc as brave and caurageous in

adversity as tht>' werc arrogant and dogmatic ini prosperit>'
Two or threc tbings are reasonably cdean. Our neigbbours
b ave no Lsz for theological professars who cannot make

1tbemselves understood on vital points. TIe>' have net the
sligbrest intention ai allowing an>' servant ai the Church,
howcvcr learned, ta treat bis bretbrcn cantemptuously, or
wantniy waund .ho mast sacred feelings ai tbousands of the
best people in the Church. The grmour that is suppased
ta encircle a man wbo bas I studied in German>'" bas neither
charrns nar terrars for American Presbyterians wbatcver it
ma>' have fur other people and in other places. The Churcb
is nat ta be badgered with impunit> b>' Dr. lriggs or any
other mian, and if ho wants ta leave, as Dr. Bartlett said, be
"can go and talce ail his intimate friends witb im'
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QUALIFIC'ATIONS FOR P>LA CES 0F TRUS7.

U3V TITUS NIUNSON COAN, %.D.

My friend, MNr. A. S. Hewîttî, s reported ta have said Il If
i nad been a paliter man than 1 arn, I might have been Presi-
dent of the United States.">

\Vbetber the stary is truc or nat, it raises an interesting
point. Is politeness, then, a qualification for a place ai pub-
lic trust ?-for public trust, I suppose, is what is meant b>'
the question announced. For attaining a place it certainl>'
is. If we change the word and cal! it tact, we shail have one
of the mast important qualifications for retaining public
place; the point ina>'bc dismisscd witbout iurther cansidera-
tien as being incontrovertible. In every subject there are a
number cf evident or admîtted trutbs which anc need nlot
spend long in discussing; they are aId acquaintinces wbomn
we nad ta familiarl>' as we pass, we speak their name and let
them go. Sa in naming the qualifications far places ai trust,
it is enough ta naine honesty, ability and tact. Honcsty as a
rnatter ai course, and with it as much tact as we can get.
An boncst mian witbout abilit>', or an able man without prie-
ciple, is equali>' mîsplaced and equally dangerous. And a
man who bas no tact will net win bis place, or having gat
it, will net hald it long even if ho lie bath bancst and
able.

Sa mucb for the commonplaces af the subject. My read.
ers, 1 îbînk, will agree with me so fat. The reai discus-
sion begins whea we corne ta consider the différent kinds of
abilit>' that ma>' be in question-the varret>' ai inteilectuai
qualifications for public doties. An.l the cantroversy turns
mainly open the question between the tecbnicaii>'.educated
man.and the man ai practical experiencei betwecn the tair
campetition ai those qualitled b>' educatian for places cf
trust on the ane band, and on the other the roughcr natu-
rai selectian, or example ai the practical man in politics.

Saine philosopher sa>s's«"the fooils are right in the long
run" This lis ta sa>' that in practice the roughez methads1
asuaily prevail ini thr, domain cf politics. But this *3 e
ver>' satistactory doctrine. Wbat "'oes it mean? It Means1
that things have then own way - eneral farces rathez than1
iadividua'. ,deas, and that an>' fiac. pun reforms are not viable.
The. average sense -ornoasen.,e not the reflaed intelligence,
is wbat ites aur politirs..1
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~'ell, this is undoubtedî>' truc tar the mast part, and ,

the deep sense it is inevitable like everytbing eise- t,
especiall>' truc la a demacracy like out awn that things batt
their own wa>', and follaw the will ai the raugh-shod. il
politics at beast gentus is maeI> an afiair of energy.

But is this a sufficient theory ofai ftness for public lie?
Need we drive at practice sa utteni>' and exclusivel>' as ii
leave ail theary out of sigbt ? Fi-arn tho dusty arena ofiah,
practicai man cananttare recapture sarne breathing grn,
toi intelligence? Here we corne ta the parting ai tbe uap
between thase who debate the quatifiL.atians for p:a,.ts «
trust- between those, in a word, wha tbink that expenien%.e 4~
ail, and those who argue that genenal intelligence, even a,
culture, ame debirable qualifications. Il is the aId debate b,,.
tweea tbeary and practice.

Fi-en the time wben sailors ist went dciv» te the sea ta
the twelflh century, the art ai beating a ship ta windwz
was unknown. One biaitan ail with the wind or not ai al
Shipa and ficets waited indelinitel>' for a favouning wind, the
lack of it was anc ai the man>' causes tbat delayed that ruleld
men, Ulyssais, an bis bameivard iva>' tram Troy. B>' and-by,
wc ma>' suppose, came tbeanists wbo arguait that it was pos
sible ta sail against the wind-men wbo werc first Iaughed ai
and tbea pesecuted ; and when at last their invention wu
adapted, theolad navigatars unanimousi>' said "Il e ail ]mea,
it betore" This, as wa know, is tbc experience ai every mnai
or communit>' who lets Mdens non alicad of practice, as op.
posed ta the plan ai going ahead at an>' rate, and picking up
sucL adeas asanecicanin going. Bath methods bave theiru4.
vantages and their disadvantages, catit anc indeed compite
the other. But ia out time and cavilization there as na.
ger that the practicai iili bc neglected. The danger as g±n
aur public mena iîli not bc sufiBaienti>' prepared tram the m-
tellectual sîde ta cape with the practi cal.

I wajid advocatc, then, amang the main qualifications toi
public office, na: ani>' thet raining b>' experience but aisa ut
intellectual training tbat cornes ai a good callege counseor
tram cantînued pnîvate study. The man who bas these, as t7
no mens under compulsion ta tura aut a Salon. Whatisso
rare, under an>' regime, as a ise ruler? But the man wbo
bas studied and reffected as far lîkelier ta direct wiscly tuc
flow aifarces around ha iban if be cornes among ttrm
blinded by the dust passion, prejudice and cotrovui7
The forces ai politics exist for thensseives j be>' dornnate am~
absorb ail but the mca who have bath naturai power and wise
training.

To a question stated in such generai terins as the pretâ
it is bard ta give any specific and deiniite answea-. Jr asms
a question ta bo answered in a phrase. If a Iltheanetical
man ia the ordinar>' sense is not the right man for a place 61
trust, neither is a merclI' practicai," man. 01 gond tbecq
and ai gond practice wc cannat bave ton much. Jeffers
was a fine type of a public inan : fl ai ideas, full aifecoup.
he made himselt instantl>' and permanentl>' effective. A sOi
better type was Marcus Aurelius, wha brougbt the widest ed
ture ai the time and the bigbest powcr ai thaught ta bis gîta
position, bath b>' natural endowrnent and b>' education lb W
the highest gifts. WVe nequire bath at the bands af ou
rulers. The more af naturai force, the more truittui expen-
ence the better. Nihil huinani a mne atienum should bc the
motta ai the public man.

in honesty, energy, tact - in the highest educatian, both
special and general, and in the widest experience, ait the
sufficient qualifications for places et public trust.

New York City.

PRISON REFORM.

MR. E;DrroR,-About twa years ago the Prisoners'Ai
Asi nciation of Canada made their first appeal ta the Churcb'
in bthaIi oi prison refornm, and, largel>' as a nesuiaifibis
appeaI, a commission was appainted b>' the Ontario Gavera.
p'u.nt ta enquire inta aur penai and reformaton>' institutior%
and alsa as te the causes of crime in the Province. Tue a%
port ai this commission was presentcd ta the Local Homs
the last day ai the session, but toa late, uniartunatel>', to
mit ai its being deait with tbis year.

Ail tiends ai prison retarni in the Province wililib e ai
fied te leara that the practical reconimendations of s*es
cammissioners are in full accord witb the platiorm, ai prisoe
refarin principles adopted at the Prison Reform Canfercoc
held in Tarante in Navember, 1889, at which the differ*a
Churches ai the Province were nepresented.

We find, however, tbat full effect cannot be given ta these
proposed reforms witbout the co-operation ai the Dorniniol
Gavernment. The commissianers recommend, inter aYi, th
adoption ai the indeterminate sentence s>'temr cornbined vii
canditionai liberation or tac parole system, especiali>' in dai-
ing witb the young inmates afi irdustrial schools and refl-
matonies, beiieving this ta bc a sine qua nona ta the succWrO
lui treatment of yauth fui offeaders. This will requia-o specii
legislation on the part af the Dominion Government.

Again, the cammissioners strongl>' necommend the adop
lion ai the Elmira Refarniator>' Systern in dealing witb yocif
men-finit offeiders-bctween the agas of seventeen aW
thirty. Ths also wiil require special legisiatian on the put
ai the Federal Government, and, moreover, the commissx»-
ors point out that the establishmnent ana maintenance af eid~
an insitqtigQ is properl>' the workç of ihe Dominion Gort*~
ment.


