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CHRIS TMAS.

If tbe imagination of tbe cild-and "Ia boy's îhoughîs
are long, long tboughîs "-could reveal ils Christmas se-
crets, doubtiess we shonld see it sbaping tor bis wonder the
strange woods of Santa Claus, in wlich the verdure is ahl of
Christmas trees lit wiîb îiny tapers, and blossoming, beyond
apple Irees in June, wiîb rare and beautiful gifîs, wbile yeî
from ouI Ibat blooming reaina of everbasting green the
monarch, rnuffled from the cold, cornes gliding over the
boar frost wiîb airy reindeers îinkling in the cbilly moon.
To share tbal midnigbt ride, 10 behold the multitudinous
stockings, and 10 reîorn 10 the realna of eternal Christmas
gifîs, is a vision not beyond the daring imagination of the
boy who, in the jjy of tbe Christmas morning twilight, as
be feels tbe forms, before seeing the beauîy of bis gifîs,
looks beyond the gifîs 10 the region whence tbey corne, as
in toucbing ivory and bebolding pearîs and smelling spices
be is rapt mbt a far Persian and African and Indian world,
sees birds-of-paradise, and saunters under palms.

IlChristmas cornes but once a year'> was tbe old Eng-
lish open sesame 10 the heart and band ofcharity. To that
appeal wbat lord or lady could be deaf ? Let il be gold 10-

day, your honour, instead of silver or copprr; flowing aie
for limpid water ; capon inslead of crust ; to-day let us own
tbe equality that we profess ; for one bonest bour lel us be
breiren-for Christmas cornes but once a year. To-mor-
row selfisbncss and rneanness, and class and pride and bard
inbumanity ; but to-day generosity and bospitality and
kindliness and buman sympaîhy and brotherhood-Eor
Chtisîrnas cornes but once a year. We cannot, incdeed, re-
Iurn with Santa Claus 10 his magical realrn of gifî-blo-ssorn-
ing groves, nor step mbt thal swift chariot and follow in
the moonlight the soft music of fairy beils. No, wistful
youîb, we cannol stay the fleet ange], but we can compel
bis blessing. We can bow 10 the laying on of bis hands,
and risc bis disciples and vicegerenîs, and make bis happy
beniediction real tbrough ail tbe year- <'Merry Christrnas
b ail. and to aIl a good-night."-Geor-ge William Curtis.
in. Harpêr's Magazine for December,

FZRST SINGZNG 0F «"-HOME, S WEE T HOME."

Perhaps the mosl lhrilling quarter of an bour of John
Howard Payne's life was that when Jenny Lind sang
IfHome, Sweeî Home," 10 him. The occasion was the
Jenny Lind concert in Washington, the nigbt of December
17, 1850. The assembly was, perhaps, the most distin-
guished ever seen in a concert roorn in Ibis country. Thle
immense National hlall, hastily constructed for the occasion
on the ruins of the borot National Tbeatre, was filied 10

overflowing. Among the notables presenl and occopying
front seats were «President Fillmore, Danieb Webster, lienry
Clay, General Scott and John Howard Payne. jenny Lind
opened ýwith the "ICasta Diva," and followed mitiî the
"IFile Song " in which ber voice contested rivairy for
pority and sweetnýss wiîh a flute in the duel), then the
famous "IBird Song," and nexl on ber programme the
«Greeting to Amneica." Ail the pieces were applauded ap-

parentiy to the fu capacity of an enthusiasîic audience,
and Webster, who was in bis mosl geniai afier-dinner
mood, emphasized the paudiî by rising trom bis seat and
making jenny a proioond bow, as if responding for the
country to lber IIGreeting." But when the IISwedisb
Nightingae " answered the encore by turning in the direc-
tion of John Howard Payne, and giving " Home, Sweet
Home," wiîb ai the wonderfuî Ienderness, purity and sim-
pliciîy fiîing botb the words and tbe air of tbe immortal
sorlg, the difference was aI once seen between the mechani-
cal applause cabbed oui by a dispiay o! fine vocalization, and
tbat elicited by the II ouch of nature that makes the wbole
worîd kmn." Before the first line of tbe song was cornpieted
the audience was fairly "Ioff ils feet," and could scarcely
wait for a pause 10 give expression 10 ils eotbosiasrn. Peo-
pie ordinariiy of the undemonsîralive sort clapped, starnped
and shouted as if they were mad, and il seemed as if there
wouid be no end 10 tbe upro.ir. M1eantime ail eyes were
turned upon Payne, a small-sized, eeganiy-moubded, gray-
baired gentleman, wbo blu,;hed violen'ly aI finding hirnsebf
tbe centre of so many glances.-Br-ooklyit Magazine.

FOX AND CROMWELL.

The early Friends refused to bow or to take off tbeir bats 10
any one, jusîifying Ibis by the plea that it woold be an ac-
knowbedgement of superiority, whereas God bad made ail
men equai. In tbis Ibere was considerable reason. As a
matter of fact, the sect by no nieans neglected 10 give
bonour wbere honour was due, onby îhey sbowed il by tan-
gible actions rather Iban hip service. Thus, wben Fox
called on Cromnwell, be scrupuîously kepî bis bat on bis
bead, tbougb both by word and act lhe showed tbe Prolector
Ihat bie respected bis office. Insîead of being oflended
Cromwell remarked : IINow I know Ibere is a people risen
that I cannol boy eiîber wiîb gifts, bonours, offices, or
places, but ail other sects and people I can." Nor was
Charles IL., wiîh ail bis faults, offended when Edward
Borrougb, wiîh scant coorlesy, went 10 bim 10 complain of
the perseculion the Quakers were undergoing in New
England . Be/gravia.

The country, the life, the bringing up of a young Pathan
lad ail tend 10 foster and develop in lime tbe qualities wbicb
go 10 make up an ideal soldier, sucb as our native army,
and especially our frontier regiments, require. His country
consisîs for tbe most part of rugged bare buIs wiîb a fe*%
small val[-ys in wbich is grown scarcely enough grain to
support the inhabitants. The villages are generally percbed
on some hilîop, and surrounded by tower-flanked walls ;
for preîty nearly every tribe bas some vendetta of many
years' standing witb ils neigbbours on every.ide, and every
man, even wben carrying on bis rare agrrculîural duties,
goes armed as fully as bis purse will allow bim. Tbey are
poorly clad and dirty in their babils ; seldom if ever taking
a regular bath, and keeping tbeir ciothes on tbem as long
as tbey will bang together. Tbey lead an ouî.door life, and
bave ail the appearance and springy walk of tbe moun-
taineer. Those wbo live in the bulis and lead Ibis free life
make the best soldiers ; but tbose wbo I ve in tbe lowlands
bave not yeî become 100 rnucb softened by our civilization
to bave losItbeir mititary qualilies, tbougb tbey bave taken
10 dlean cloîbes and ablutions. -Macmillan's Mag~azine.
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HALL TO07THE KING.

BY GEORGE INGLIS, B.A. TORONTO.

Praise the Lord, ye mighîy mounlains,
Shout îbanksgivings 1 O ye bis,
Lift your beads, and raise your voices,
For a universe rejoices
At the coming of ils King.
Ail the starry spaces ring
Wilh glad paeans worsbipping.
Hallelujah 1 shoul il loudly,
Peak to peak reecho proudly,
Crag to crag tell out the story-
Lo, He cornes 1 tbe King of Glory
Look, bow bis splendour ail tbings fils!
l-lark, bow adoring Nature tbribis
WVitb exulting expectation,
As she baili the consummation
0f ber Ibousand thousand ils,-
Ail the blood and ail the lears
0f Ibese sorrow-laden years.

Praise the Lord 1 ye mighly waters,
Fraise 1-lim 1 ail ye welling fountains,
Lakes and rivers swell the chorus,
Full, majestic and sonorous,
To tbe King wbo reignetb o'er us
Deepest deptbs of furîbest ocean
Safe from warring winds' commotion,
Giant billows, tempesl-driven,
Thunder clouds by ligbtnir.g riven,
Torrents dizzy crags o'erleaping,
Wavelets in the moonbeams sleeping,
Rivulets o'er pebbles dancing
Merrily in sunlight glancing,
Tides retreating or advancing,
Witb une accord take up the strain,
Shout the glorious glad refrain.
Hallelujab 1 tell the story,
Lo, He cornes 1 the King of Glory.

Praise tbe Lord 1 ye mighty cedars
Praise Hlim ! ail ye woods and foresîs,
\%Vben sweet Spring your buds unfoldetb,
When your Sommer birds are singing,
Aulumn your ricb tints beholdetb,
Or, witb sad dead leaves sîilcinging,
Winter your deligb Is wit hboldeîh,
Let your solemo arches ring
Witb tbanksgiving 10 your King.
Fraise the Lord 1 ye migbîy monsters,
Habiîing or earth or ocean,
join with tbem 'in tbeir devotion,
One and ail, ye brute creation,
Or of bigb or humble station.
Praise the Lord!1 ye men and maidens,
Shah Ithe longue of man atone
Fail 10 join these migbty voices
Wberein Nature loud rejoices,
And in pealing anîhems sings
Welcorne 10 the King of Kings.

LINCOLN AS POSTMASTER.

In tbe spring of ibis year, 1833, be was appointed PosI-
master of New Salem, and beld tbe office for îbree years.
Ils emoluments were siender and ils duties ligbî, but there
was in ail probability no citizen of tbe village wbo couid
bave made s0 mucb of il as he. The mails were so scanly
Ibat be was said 10 carry themn in bis bal, and be is also
reported 10 bave read every newspaper ibat arrived ; il is
altogether likely that Ibis forrned the îeading inducemenî
bo bis taking the office. His incumbency iasted until New
Salem ceased 10 be populoos enougb for a post station, and
the mail went by bo Petersburg. Dr. -lobland relates a
sequel 10 this officiai experience wbich ilusîrates the quaint
bonesty of the- man. evyears later, wben be was a

I8rtttsb anb foreton.
FoRTV officers from England have joined the Salvatioti

Army ini India ail at once.
THE Newcastle magistrates have resolved to grant nu

more licenses for the selling of drink at bazaars.
MR. FRANcis H. UNDERWOOD, American Consul at

Glasgow, is engaged on a popular history of British litera-
ture.

IT is stated that it was the late Samuel Morley who set
Mr. Axel Gustatson to the writing of the " Foundation of
Death."

THE family of the late Mr. James Arthur, of Barshaw,
have erected a memorial window of five panels in Paisley
Abbey.

THE prison population of England, on 31st March, 1878,
was 20,833, at the same date ibis year it had decrcased to
15,375.

THE Baptists have resolved to start a college for minis-
ters' daughters, similar to tbe Congregationalist college at
Milton Mount.

THE Aberdeen Chamber of Commerce has proposed to
public bodies tbat there should be a uniform observance of
fast days in Scotland.

THE sherifi officer, instead of seizing the furniture of those
found hiable for the Abbotshall manse tax, bas arrested the
rents payable by their tenants.

THE sorely tried Dr. Vartan is doing good at Nazareth,
in spite of the Turk, and bis Iatest letters give most in-
terestirg information regarding il.

DECREE, bas beeri given against twenty-four feuars, aI
Dingwall, for the manse assessrnent. Tbey refy se tu pay,
and will aliow tbeir effects to be sold.

THE liquor traffic in Great Britain bas a larger share of
tilles than any other trade-not fewer tban tbree peerages,
and about a dozen baronetcies and knigbîboods.

AT the Sunday evening service in St. Stepben's, Glasgow,
selections are being performed from Handel, H-aydn, and
otber good composers. and readings are also given.

THE Wesleyans bave acquired what used 10 be Dr. W.
M. Taylor's Presbylerian Cbuircb, at Bootle, and recentiy
il was formally opened by Dr. Young, president of the Con-
ference.

THE Rev. Mr. Sommervilie, of Irvine, remarked aI a
suiree lately, that be bad married in his lime nearly 2,000
people, and none of tbem bad ever corne back to say it was
nol wehl done.

DuRING the pasl year, the Englisb Presbylerian Stu-
dents' Missionary Society collected $î,ioo, in aid of the
work carried on by Dr. and Mrs. Morrison, at Ranipore
Bauleab, India.

IT is proposed to make use of eiectricity in cremating
dead bodies. The process is rnucb more rapid than any yet
introduced, and is free from any of the objections met in
tbe other metbods.

WHiLE, alterations are being made on Largs Free Church,
tbe congregation worships along with the U nited Presby-
lerians, Dr. Watson and Mr. M'Inîyre, tbe two pastors,
officiating alternately.

A WESLEY scientific society bas been formed, 10 pro-
mole intercourse beîween Wesleyan studenîs of science. Rev.
W. H. Dallinger, F. R. S. is president, and il is piroposed
10 issue a monthly journal.

DR. STORY of Rosneatb, on presenting bis commission
10 the senate of Glasgow University, as professor of Eccle-
siastical History and tencher of Civil History, read a Latin
essay on a prescribed theme

THE Rev. P. Carmichael, Dr. Edmond's colleague, at
Higbbury, is attr-cting large congregations by bis special
Sunday evcning lectures on such tbemes as IlThe Cata-
combs of Rome " and - The Crusaders."t

REV. JAMES STEWART, Peîerbead, bas given notice in bis
Presbytery of a proposaI 10 estabhsbh a judicial tribunal- of
the Churcb, so as to relieve Presbyteiies from the anoma-
bous position of being botb prosecutors and judges.

A AALL, witb accommodation for 250, bas been openod
free of debt, for tbe mission work carried on by Dr. T bain
Davidson and bis congregation. Speciai services are being
conducted in il by members of Mr. Spurgeon's evangelisîîc
association.

IT bas Ceen proposed 10 restore the nave of Dunblane
Cathedral as a place of worsbip. One of the herilors bas
made a liberal offer luward the cost, on condition Ihat the
otbers contribute a certain sum. The amount <equired will
be about about $20,000.

PROFESSOR H. M. BAIRD bas issued two more volumes
of tbe series in wbicb be is doing for the hisîory of the
Huguenots in France, wbaî Moîley bas done for the Dutch.
Tbey continue tbe story from tbe accession of Henry of
Valois 10 the Edict of Nantes.

MR. GEORGE J. ROMANES, in the second of bis seven
Rosebery lectures in Edinburgh University on IlThe
Pbilosopby of Natural llistory," said the agreement, be.
îween Genesis and geology was s0 remarkable, tbat il could
only be explained by the hypoîhesis of inspiration.

839
8 1


