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SABBATH $6HO0L § EACHER,

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS. .
LESSON XLIX.

Rev.v.

e 7 } 1:14.

1879, TR HHBAVENLY SONG.

GOLDEN TEXT.—* Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing."—
Rev v.§12,

HOMHK STUDIES,

Rev, iv. 1-11.. The throne of God.

Rev. v. 1-14. The heavenly song,

Rev. xiv. 1-12. . A new song,

Ex, xv. 1-19,..The song of Moses.

Rev. xv. 1-8...The song of Moses and the Lamb.
Ps. xcvi. 1-13. . Greatly to be praised.

Ps. cl. 1-6. ... An exhortation to praise,

HELPS TO STUDY.

In leszon XLVII. we found that Jubn was cummissioned
to write ‘* the things which are, and the things which shall
be hereafter ' (Rev, i. 19).

““The things which are "-—the condition of Christianity in
the apostle’s time, as represenied by the seven churches ef
Asia—we find recorded in the second and third chapters (sce
Lesson XLVIII).

** The things which shall be hereafter "—~the then future
history of the Church of Chnist —begins to be revealed in the
fourth chapter, which opens with the command given to the
scer, ** Come up hither and I will shew thee things which
must be hereafier.”  The remaining part of this book, from
the bemnning of the fourth chapler to theend of the twenty-
sccond, is therefore wholly prophetical.

It must be always kept in view that the vision of John was
symbolical—that he saw neither heavenly objects, nor the
actual scenery connected with events which were tu vecur on
carth, but figurative representations, or what are called
simulacra, of these.

In attempting to explain the symbols, or to decide defin-
itely upun the particular events foretuld, the great danger s
that of falling into fanciful interpretations.  Nu expusition
of this book yet given has met with general acceptance. It
is safest in most cases to leave the events and objects spoken
of in that *‘sublime obscurity * which in no way detracts
from the weight and importance of the practical lesson which
the book conveys.

We suggest the following division of our present lesson :
(1) A Sealed Hook and a Wepang Prophet, (2) An Open
Book and a Singing Universe.

1. A SEALED BoOK AND A WEEPING P'ROIHET. —Vers.
1-4. Under this head four subdivisions may be wmade : (1)
The Book, (2) The Challenge, (3) The Farlure, (4) The
Lament,

1. The Book, Tts pusitivn, in the right hand of Him
that sat on the throne (chap. iv. 2), indicates that its
source and author is God, the Father.

Its Leing written within and on the back may teach
its fulness, and its double aspect —une Guld-wand and the
other man-ward. The “‘books™ in those times were nut
bound like ours, but in the jorm of a roll, sumewhat like our

S.
Sab,

maps.

é)ealed with seven seals: The number seven, so fre-

uently used in this book and in uther prophetic writings,
3cnotcs completeness or perfection ; so it was impossible to
ascertain the contents of the book until the seals were bro-
ken. Trench calls it the * covenant number,” the sigm and
scal of God’s covenant with His people.

2. The Challmge. Who is worthy to open the
book? Thischallenge was proclaimed by a strong Angel
(comparc Psalm ciii. 20), acting chhaps i behalf of God’s
justice, or publishing the demands of His law.  This loud
voice may be heard sounding throughout the Bible. * Adam
.. ..where art thou?" (Gen. 1ii, 9); ** \Who shallascend into
the hill of God ?” (Psalm xxiv. 3); *‘How can a man be
just with God ?"* (Job xxv. 4.)

3. The Failure. No man (literally #0 onie ; no one cither
among men oramong other created intelligences) was found
worthy to open the book. It required not only holiness
but some extraosdinary merit, some great work connected
with the contents of the book.

& The Lament. 1 wept much. The Apostle must have
been impressed with a sense of very smportant interests de-
pending upon the opeming of the book, and somettung very
£ad being involved in failure,  However unable we may be
to tell exactly whatit is that this book represcnts, it is
pretty plain that it ancludes the problem of existence, the
destiny of man, the question of etemal hife or death. Had
no ore been found worthy to open it John would not be
alone in his sorrow. But there s comfort at hand.

1I. AN OreN BOOK AND ASINGING UNIVERSE.—Vers.
§-13. Of this davision also four subdivisions may be made :
(1) The Opener of the Book, (2) His Success, (3) The Song
and its Singers, (4) The Charus.

In chap. iv. ver. 4, we read that *‘round about the throne
were four-and-twenty seats (rather firomes), and upon the
seats four-and-twenty clders.”  These are supposed to re-
present the Church.  Itis one of these elders that now ad-
dresses to John the words weep not, and gives him good
ground for comfort.

1. The O, of the Book. TheLion of the tribe of
Judah,. . hath prevailed. This name is given to the
Messiah in accordance with Jacob's dying prediction (Gen.
xlix. 9). The use of the word *prevai J " here implics
that the worthiness to open the book was attained through a
great struggle, and by extraordinary effort.

2. His Success. 1t was a ** Lion™ that prevailed to take
the hook—it needed strempth 1o Ao so0 ;3 it was 3 Lamb as
it had been slain that came and took the book—it
necded a wotthiness procured by sacrifice.  Jesus Christ is
Loth the Lamb and the Lion—the sactifical Lamb to frce

His people from the grasp of divine justice, and the strong
Lion to rescue themn out of the hands of the enemy. Seven
horns : all-powerful. Seven eyes : all-sceing.

{1¢ took the book out of the right hand of the Father,
and the book was not withhield. “I'his shewed that He was
accepted worlhy to open it,

3. 7he Sonp and its Sungers. The passing of the bouk
from the handls of the Father to those of the Son is the signal
fora triumphant burst of praise beginning with the four
beasts (properly living ¢reatures) and the four-and-twenty
clders immediately surrounding the throne, and then taken
up by all ntelhgent and smless bungs throughout the
universe.

Various interpretaticns have been given of the * four liv-
ing cicatures ™ unfortunately translated ** beasts V' in our ver.
sion. ‘I'wo of these interpretations are much more reason-
able than any of the othersz, (1) that they represent ¢ re-
deemed humamty * and (2) that they symbolize ** God's
sentient creation.”  The latter is the view of Alford, who
says: ‘“Thus the throne of God is surrounded by 1his
Churchand EHis ammated world ; the former represented b
the twenty-four elders, the latter by the four hving bangs.”
We incline, however, to the former view, because these four
living creatures are represented as_joining with the elders in
singing the new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take
the book, and to open the seals thercof, for Thou wast
slain and hast redeemed us, and none but the redecmned
could sing that song.

‘T'his is the song of redemption and is called * new " per-
haps to distinguish 1t from the song of creation with whuch
the fourth chapter closes.

Shall we ever join in singing that new song in heaven?
1f 50, we must learn it on earth,

4. The Chorus. 'The song uself 1s sung only by those who
* have washed their rebes and made them white an the
blood of the Lamb;" and we may well suppose that in
exerasing this pnvilege they expencnce a pecubar rapture,
to which even the ** angels that kept therr nrst-estate ” are
strangers ; but the Chorus 1s universal.  All sinless and -
telligent beings throughout the creation are strack with
boundless admiration by the disclosure of the wonderful
work accomplished by the Saviour 1 redeenung His people
from sy without detniment to divine justice ; and although
they cannot say **‘Thou hast redeemed #s,” they lend their
voices to swell the chorus, saying with a loud voice, Worthy
18 the Lamb that was s?mn to recewve power, and
riches, and wisdom, and strength, an honour, and
glory, and blessing.

REVILIVS,

Every lesson may be subjected to pre-views, views, and
reviews. 1 the work 15 well done 1t will be subjected o
cach of these methods, A pre-view s the grencral utlovk
upon a lessun before its detaided stady 1s attempted. 1 is
the ** preliminary reconnaissance * of the surveyor of truth,
1t includes the surroundings as well as the contents of the
lesson,  Its aim is comprehensive mther than particular,

After tus preparatory vutluuh, the lessun must be viewed
 all its parts, and 1 the conuections and beanngs of these
parts. This is the detailed survey, or the carefu! study of the
lesson. Thus far every teacher must go, ana having gone
thus far he 1s 1n a far way to teach the icsson.  He auleast
has discovered in sume measurc what 1s cuntained within at,
Many teachers go thus far 1n preparaton, but go no farther.
The third clement of good work, reviews, they do not under-
stand, or they misunderstand, aad thercfore they either
neglect 1t entirely, or attempt it n forms which insute

failure, PR

Fundanental to all effective reviewing are weekly reviews
in the class, and from the desk. In lus opening scrvices the
supenntendent should ask cLucsuons enough to put the school
in sympathy with past work, and on a direct line of a‘ppmch
from that to the Icsson of the day. By this means a fair start
is sccured.  Every person in the school needs this, and there-
fore 1t should be a general exercise.  They all need 1t before
the new lesson ts taught, therefore 1t should be an openiny
excrase.  This bnef, ponted, well-considered effort wnay be
known as the superintendent’s opening review. It reviews
enouyh of what has gone before to open the way for a new
advance,

In each class the lesson of the day should be opened with
a few moments of similar work. If the supenntendent has
already put things just ns they should be, then this class re-
view will serve to make them clearer, and to fix them moie
firmly.  But, in all probability, each thoughtful teacher will
prefer a little different adjustment at the outsct, so as better
to scrve his special purposc in the wora which follows. For
this hc nceds these moments of review 3 and a few moments
only should be thus used.  This may be called the teachers®
opening review.

Yractical dutics or important doctrines may be discovered
as the lesson-study gocs on, and these should be emphasized
as they appear.  They should also form the final impression
of the teaching service. To correct the views and to impirove
the life of the pupils is the great aim.  But shall these duties
and doctrines, upon the remembrance and adoption of which
the attainment of this end depends, be et to the chances of
remembrance from a single presentation? By no means.
Gather them up in a closing class-review, woticing the
grounds on which they were found to rest, and the considera.
tions by which they were enforced.  This work is the teach-
ers’ closing review,

But shall the effort rest here 2 Tt had better unless super-
intendent and teachers are in such intelligent accord that he
can cnforce what has been done.  But if in some cases this
work has been ill done in the classes, then he can do some.
thing to make amends for the defect.  And i he be a com-
petent superintendent, he can in any case add to the impres.
sion for good alrcady made in the class. To do this,
however, he must not be diffusc, so that he shall bury in a
finod of words the points that should stand out as mountain
peaks.  Nor should lic be out of haimony with the drift of

work agreed upon in the teachers' meeting, clse he will

——

multiply points, or so modily points that scholars witl be.
come confused, and will sec nothing clearly. By a very few
well-formed questions he may draw from the school the doc-
trines and duties they have learned, and then, by sanctified
tact, he cau fasten these, and so the superinténdent’s closing
review will be well done.

[£ stress is laid in the schoul upon titles, topics, outlines,
golden texts, elc., the proper time for reviewing them is in
the openiny exercises. “T'hey furm part of the path already
trodden, and the last addition cach Sabbath shyubd be thes:
clements pertatming to that dag. e 15 no goud teasun
for reviewing these at the Cose of the taading.  They must
then serve to divert attention from the new tinths gained in
the (resh work of the day,

The chiel doctrines and duties of every lesson already
studied naturally come in for mention in the supersintendent’s
opening review un each Sabbath, So do the tupres and othier
Imrmancnl appendages. How easy itis, therefure, fur know.

cdge tobe kept fresh Sabibathafter Sabbath through the quar-

ter, and how easy on this plan a quartetly review becones.
Without weekly reviews continued through the quarter, a
review at its end must drag; but where superintendent and
teacher hold to the true method, quarterly reviews run them-
selves 3 and reviews covering two or three quarters are by no
means difficult ; while an annual teview becomes, not a pos-
silality mesely, but ai: absvluie pleasure. — Az, G oo £l
in National Sumday School Teacher.

WHAT WILL MAKE HIM A CHRISTIAN?

A note came to me_not long ago in regard to the average
Loy of fiftcen years. This note was from the father of sucha
Luy, and duubtless aut a few parents have the same anatous
thoughts about their boy that the writer of the uote cvidently
had about his. The note contained this question : ¢ What
will put the average boy of fifteen in the way of salvation,
and mahe him a Christan 2" 1t has vceurred to me that as
other parents are asking the same important question, in
answering it for one I may answer it for many.  The qaes.
tion implies that the average boy of fifteenis not a Chnstian,
1t dues not ash what witl save him, but what will put lum in
the way of salvation  Now where does the average boy
stand?

I here assume that the wniter of the note meant, nut the
rough buy, not the buy wi the street, aiting Lis s tenden-
cics, but the decent well-betaved boy, whose conduct 1s vut-
wardly correct, and who is reasonably thoughtful, I believe
many such are a good deal nearer beng Christians than they
think they are, and that what they most need is, not the ac-
ceptance of a creed, but the performance of some specific act
that shall commit them to known duty. Suppose an acorn
Iying on the gronna could luvk up to the tree from which it
{ell, and say, **What w.ll put mesn the way of beconung an
oak-tree?” The possilility of the vak 15 in the acorn,
Place it in your bureau drawer, and it never moves in the
direction of becominga tree.  Put it in the ground, and you
place it under conditiuns that put it in the way of becoming
an oah-tree in time.  The average Loy must place himself
under cunditions that are suitable for his becuniing a Chris-
tian, in order to become one,  1f I wish to goto a given
place, J must take the road that leads there, and then keep
i the road.  What then is the one speaific act for the
average buy to paforin? - The man who is guing the wrung
way must change his course, and strike into the right way.
That involves a choice between two courses—a determina-
tion to lop going in onc {dircction, and to beginto goin
another.

Tou get into the way of salvatiun, then, is simply to change
one's purposes that need changing. A Christian is a Christ

herson ; and one cannot be a Christ person, and not come
into proper relations to Chnst.  Qur acorn has the law of
growth within it, but must be in actual contact with the
ground thit is to nourish it, and bring out its latent powers,
or it will remain an acorn.  Such a contact as the acorn has
with mother carth, the human heart must have with Christ
to become a Chrstia® heart.  There is a rap at the door. 1
say, * Come in.” * But,” says one onthe outside, *“I can't
getin; the door is locked.”™ I push back the bolt and open
the door, and my friend comes in.  To me, the whole pro.
cess of becoming a Christian resolves itself into this:  First,
there must be belief in Christ 5 and it is as casy to believe in
Him as it is to give our honest confidence to an earthly
friend. Secondly, there must be a deliberate purpose to do
what Christ has told us to do ; and the summary is a brief
one, it is only to do right by God and man. Chuist, admit.
ted to the hicart, in the same confiding way that a friend, in
whom we have all confidence, 15 adnntted there, and an hon-
est decasion made to live as Christ tells us to live, —that is
all that is needed to be in the way of salvation. Conversion,
if you choose to use that woid, is thus a simple, common-
sense affair, that the average boy need not be more puzzled
about than he would be in making any other decision what-
ever,—Egbert L, Bangs in S, S, Tines.

Tae Sabbath-school idea is making progress among the
Indians. In May last, a Sabbath.:chool convention was
held among the Choctaws at Caddo. At that place arrange-
ments were made for an Intertribal Convention at Muskogee _
in theCreek nation, to be held during the week of the Intertri-
bal fair, in October. It washeld according to appointment.
¢ Boston Chatlie,” of Modoc fame was there, and so was the
Indian who fired the first shot at Custer’s command.  See-
retary Shurz, who was visiting the Indian agencics, was

resent, and made an address.  Rev. Drs. Irwin and Boyd,
of St. Louis, Rev. Jas. A. Worden, of Philadelphia, the
Presbyterian Sabbath-school sccretary, and Rev. Wm, P.
Paxson of the American Sunday School Union helped in
carrying out the programme.  So successful was the gather-
ing, that arrangements have been made to establish. a
Nommal Institute for the training of Sabbath-schiool teachers
among the Indians. The plan is to be carzied out by a com-
mittec of five educated Indians—onc from cach of the five
tlribcs represented.  There are hopes yet for the poor

ndian.



